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TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY  
AFTER PENTECOST 

OCTOBER 18, 2026 
 



WELCOME! TODAY WE CELEBRATE THE LORD’S HOLY COMMUNION 
 

For baptized Christians (Matthew 28:19) who have been instructed in the faith 
(Galatians 6:6), The Lord’s Supper is our participation in the body and blood of 
Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 10:16), as the one body of Christ (1 Corinthians 10:17), 
to receive forgiveness of sin (Matthew 26:28) and to proclaim the Lord’s death 

until He comes (1 Corinthians 11:26). 

So that those who partake of the Lord’s Supper do so in a worthy manner (1 Corinthians 11:27) 
and not to their harm (1 Corinthians 11:29), let us each examine ourselves (1 Corinthians 
11:28): 
 

• Do you believe that you are a sinner? That you have sinned in thought, word and deed? 
• Are you sorry for your sin? 
• Do you trust that Jesus Christ gives forgiveness of sin through His Supper? 
• Do you believe that the body and blood of Jesus are present in, with and under the bread and 

wine? 
• Do you seek to lead godly lives by the power of the Holy Spirit? 

Please speak to a pastor or usher if you have questions. Gluten-free wafers are provided upon 
request. Non-alcoholic grape juice is provided in the center of each communion tray. Those 
who are not communing may come forward for a blessing from the pastor. 
 
AS WE GATHER 

 

There are certain “givens” in our earthly lives. In a letter written in 1789, 
American statesman Benjamin Franklin wrote: “In this world nothing can be said 
to be certain except death and taxes.” Paying taxes is one of those unavoidable 
duties we have as citizens of our nation. Paul directed the Christians at Rome to 
pay “taxes to whom taxes are owed” (Romans 13:7) as part of their ongoing 

responsibilities. Jesus and His disciples also paid taxes (Matthew 17:24–27). While paying taxes 
may not be a joy-filled experience, giving from what God has given us to support the work 
done in our Lord’s name can be a source of joy as we bring an offering and come into His 
courts to “worship the Lord in the splendor of holiness” (Psalm 96:8–9). 
 
THE PRELUDE   
 
THE TOLLING OF THE BELL 
 
WELCOME 



Please stand 
INVOCATION HYMN 850 God of Grace and God of Glory 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

INVOCATION 
 

 P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 C Amen. 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES 
 

P Ascribe to the LORD, O clans of the peoples, ascribe to the LORD glory and 
strength! 



C The LORD is the strength of His people; He is the saving refuge of His 
anointed.  

P Ascribe to the LORD the glory due His name; worship the LORD in the splendor 
of holiness. 

C May the LORD give strength to His people! May the LORD bless His people 
with peace!  

P Ascribe power to God, whose majesty is over Israel, and whose power is in the 
skies. 

C To Him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 
 

EXHORTATION 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Please Kneel | Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

P Let us now make confession of our sins to God, our heavenly Father. 
 
C O God our Father, we confess that we are by nature sinful, and we 

acknowledge that we have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed. 
We have transgressed Your law and have brought injury to the lives of others, 
and we have not always kept the commitments we have made or fulfilled the 
responsibilities entrusted to us. We do sincerely repent of our sins. Have 
mercy on us, O Lord. Grant us Your grace and full forgiveness in Jesus Christ, 
our Savior. By the renewing work of the Holy Spirit within us, lead us to 
amend our lives that each day we may grow in righteousness and in godly 
living to the glory of Your holy name. 

  
P Our gracious God hears our pleas and accepts our prayers for the sake of Jesus 

Christ. To those who repentantly call upon Him, our Lord promises 
forgiveness, life, and salvation. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. As you believe, so may it be. 

C Amen. 
 



Please stand 
SERVICE OF THE WORD 

 
KYRIE Mark 10:47 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE: Gloria in Excelsis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you.  
P Let us pray. 

O God, the protector of all who trust in You, have mercy on us that with You 
as our ruler and guide we may so pass through things temporal that we lose 
not the things eternal; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 
 

Please sit 
FIRST READING Isaiah 45:1–7 
 

A The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, chapter 45. 
  

1Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, 
 whose right hand I have grasped, 
to subdue nations before him and to loose the belts of kings, 
to open doors before him that gates may not be closed: 
2“I will go before you and level the exalted places, 
I will break in pieces the doors of bronze and cut through the bars of iron, 
3I will give you the treasures of darkness 
 and the hoards in secret places, 
that you may know that it is I, the LORD, 
 the God of Israel, who call you by your name. 
4For the sake of my servant Jacob, 
 and Israel my chosen, I call you by your name, 
 I name you, though you do not know me. 
5I am the LORD, and there is no other, besides me there is no God; 



 I equip you, though you do not know me, 
6that people may know, from the rising of the sun 
 and from the west, that there is none besides me; 
 I am the LORD, and there is no other. 
7I form light and create darkness, I make well-being and create calamity, 
 I am the LORD, who does all these things.”  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM Psalm 96:1–9 
 

A Oh sing to the LORD a new song; 
sing to the LORD, all the earth!  

C Sing to the LORD, bless his name; 
tell of his salvation from day to day.  

A Declare his glory among the nations, 
his marvelous works among all the peoples!  

C For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; 
he is to be feared above all gods.  

A For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols, 
but the LORD made the heavens.  

C Splendor and majesty are before him; 
strength and beauty are in his sanctuary. 

A Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the peoples, 
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength!  

C Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; 
bring an offering, and come into his courts!  

A Worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness; 
tremble before him, all the earth! 

 
EPISTLE 1 Thessalonians 1:1–10 
 

A The Epistle is from 1 Thessalonians, chapter 1. 
  
 1Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, 
 To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 
 Grace to you and peace. 



 2We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly mentioning you in our 
prayers, 3remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of 
love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4For we know, brothers 
loved by God, that he has chosen you, 5because our gospel came to you not only in 
word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction. You know 
what kind of men we proved to be among you for your sake. 6And you became 
imitators of us and of the Lord, for you received the word in much affliction, with 
the joy of the Holy Spirit, 7so that you became an example to all the believers in 
Macedonia and in Achaia. 8For not only has the word of the Lord sounded forth 
from you in Macedonia and Achaia, but your faith in God has gone forth 
everywhere, so that we need not say anything. 9For they themselves report 
concerning us the kind of reception we had among you, and how you turned to God 
from idols to serve the living and true God, 10and to wait for his Son from heaven, 
whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand 
ALLELUIA  

 

 

 
 
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 22:15–22 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-second chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord.  
 
 15Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle [Jesus] in his talk. 16And 
they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we 
know that you are true and teach the way of God truthfully, and you do not care 
about anyone’s opinion, for you are not swayed by appearances. 17Tell us, then, 
what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?” 18But Jesus, aware of 
their malice, said, “Why put me to the test, you hypocrites? 19Show me the coin for 



the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 20And Jesus said to them, “Whose 
likeness and inscription is this?” 21They said, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, 
“Therefore render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that 
are God’s.” 22When they heard it, they marveled. And they left him and went away. 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Please sit 
SERMON HYMN 826 Hark, the Voice of Jesus Crying 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

SERMON Rev. Hicham Chehab 
Salem Christian Fellowship/Salam Arabic Church 

 
 
 



Please stand 
NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible.  
 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end.  
 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Please kneel  



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
  

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 
according to their needs. 

 
Give to Your Church, O Lord, Your Word and Your Spirit, that we hear Your 
voice and follow where You lead, proclaiming Your Gospel to every corner of 
the world. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Give to the nations good and faithful leaders who will work under the guidance 

of Your Word to lead the peoples with equity and justice, fostering freedom so 
that we may worship You and love our neighbor, living in peace and quietness 
all our days. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer.  
  
P Give to all people respect for the gift of life, courage to stand against those who 

would disdain the child in the womb or the aged, and encourage husbands and 
wives, parents and children in their life together. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Give to the sick and those who suffer every blessing of Your presence and 

healing in accordance with Your will, that they be supported in their afflictions 
and granted patience until the day when perfect healing reigns. [Hear us 
especially for . . .] Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Give to all who approach Your altar repentant hearts and a trusting faith, that 

they receive the body and blood of our Lord for their good and that this Holy 
Communion may confirm the unity of their confession and witness. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer.  
 
P All these things, heavenly Father, for which we pray, grant to us according to 

Your mercy, providing to us all things needful and beneficial and keeping from 
us all things as may prove harmful to our faith; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 



Please sit 
OFFERING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ANTHEM | 8:00am 

CANTATE DOMINO 
Giuseppe Ottavio Pitoni (1657-1743) 

 
Sing praises joyfully, sing praises with a new song to our Savior,  

his glory in the multitude of his saints.  
Be joyful, Israel, in the Lord, be joyful in the Lord your maker;  

Children of Sion with gladness rejoice in your King. 
 

 
Please stand 
OFFERTORY Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

PREFACE 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you.  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord.  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company 
of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 
saying: 

 

SANCTUS 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”  
 



In the same way also, He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death 
until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to 

eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and 
passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the 
dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So, 
remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PAX DOMINI 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 
Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as 
a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 
 



AGNUS DEI 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Please sit 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN 839 O Christ, Our True and Only Light
  

 

 

 
 



 781 We Give Thee But Thine Own 
 

 

 
 
5 The captive to release, 

    To God the lost to bring, 
To teach the way of life and peace, 
    It is a Christ-like thing. 

 
6 And we believe Thy Word, 

    Though dim our faith may be: 
Whate’er for Thine we do, O Lord, 
    We do it unto Thee. 

 
Please stand 
THE DISMISSAL 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body 
and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

THANK THE LORD 

 

 



 

 
 
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN 813 Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng 
 

 

 



 

 
 
Please sit 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
POSTLUDE  
 

 
 
SERVING IN WORSHIP 
Rev. Hicham Chehab, Homilist 
Rev. Mark Stapleton, Liturgist 
Dr. Marc Brunelle, Director of Music/Organist 
The Cantata Choir | 8:00am 
Jennifer Behnke, Lector | 8:00am 
Bonnie Kane, Lector | 10:45am  
 
ALTAR FLOWERS 
Flowers at the altar are given by LaVerna Stapleton with thanksgiving to God for the many 
blessings of family and Christian friends that I have enjoyed during my long life. 
 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
Divine Service, Setting Two from Lutheran Service Book. Unless otherwise indicated, 
Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), 
copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2026 Concordia 
Publishing House.   
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