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MANY ARE CALLED,
BUT FEW ARE
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AS WE GATHER

A

Jesus has not come to calm the world but to lead us into battle. That battle is inside
of us—the call to take up the cross, to deny self, and to follow Jesus. He has
already won the victory over death and the devil, and now He works to sanctify
us in this truth. While this might appear to be surrender, it is the only path to
finding our lives and keeping them to everlasting life. We are bearers of this

message to the world and accompanied with the promise that Christ is working in us and
through us to make the Gospel known. Yet in the midst of this, we are encouraged that the
smallest good work will not be overlooked by the Father, and those redeemed by Christ have
a heavenly reward awaiting their faithful believing and living.

PRELUDE

TOLLING OF THE BELL

WELCOME

Please stand

INVOCATION HYMN 435 Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain
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1 Come to Cal-vry’s ho - ly moun-tain, Sin - ners, ru - ined
2 Come in pov - er - ty and mean - ness, Come de - filed, with -
3 Come in sor - row and con - tri - tion, Wound-ed, im - po -
4 They that drink shall live for - ev - er; *Tis a soul - re -
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by the fall; Here a pure and heal - ing foun - tain
out, with - in; From in - fec - tion and un - clean - ness,
tent, and blind; Here the guilt -y, free re - mis - sion,
new - ing flood. God is faith-ful; God will nev - er
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Flows for you, for me, for all, In a full, per -
From the lep - ro - sy of  sin, Wash  your robes and
Here the trou-bled, peace may find. Health this foun - tain
Break His cov - e - nant of blood, Signed when our Re -
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pet - ual tide, O - pened when our Sav - ior died.
make them white; Ye shall walk with God in light.
will re - store; They that drink shall thirst no more.

deem - er died, Sealed when He was glo - i - fied.



INVOCATION

(P} In the name of the Father and of the I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES

P) Twill go to the altar of God,
to God my exceeding joy.
@) Our help is in the name of the LORD,
who made heaven and earth.
(P} Behold, this is our God; we have waited for Him, that He might save us.
This is the LORD; we have waited for Him; let us be glad and rejoice in His
salvation.
EXHORTATION

(P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

CONFESSION OF SINS & ABSOLUTION

Please kneel or sit. Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
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P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and
of the "I Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Please stand
SERVICE OF THE WORD

KYRIE

Mark 10:47
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a-bove and for our sal-va-tion let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world,  for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the uni-ty of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their wor -ship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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THE HYMN OF PRAISE: Gloria in Excelsis
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to His peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav - en - ly king, al - might -y God and
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Fa - ther: We wor - ship You, we give You thanks, we
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praise You for Your glo - ry. Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly

take a-way the sin of the world; have mer - cy on
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Fa-ther; re- ceive our prayer. For You a-lone are the
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Ho-1ly One, You a-lone are the Lord, You a-
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther. A - men.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
P} Letus pray.

Almighty God, You invite us to trust in You for our salvation. Deal with us not
in the severity of Your judgment but by the greatness of Your mercy; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy

Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Please sit
FIRST READING

The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, chapter 25.

®On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine,
of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined.
’And he will swallow up on this mountain
the covering that is cast over all peoples,
the veil that is spread over all nations.
SHe will swallow up death forever;
and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all faces,

Isaiah 25:6-9

and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth,

for the LORD has spoken.



PsSALM

EPISTLE

°It will be said on that day,
“Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he might save us.
This is the LORD; we have waited for him;
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 23; antiphon: v. 5a
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures.

He leads me beside still waters.
He restores my soul.
He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.
Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil, for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever.
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Philippians 4:4-13
The Epistle is from Philippians, chapter 4.

*Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. *Let your reasonableness be
known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; °do not be anxious about anything, but in
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

SFinally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just,
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any
excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. “‘What you
have learned and received and heard and seen in me— practice these things, and the
God of peace will be with you.

1] rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your concern
for me. You were indeed concerned for me, but you had no opportunity. "Not that
I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned in whatever situation I am to be



content. ?I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and
every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger,
abundance and need. I can do all things through him who strengthens me.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand

ALLELUIA John 6:68
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Text: Traditional

Tune: Fintan O’'Carroll , d. 1977

Text: Public domain

Tune: © 1985 Fintan O’Carroll and Christopher Walker, admin. OCP Publications. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708390

HoLY GOSPEL Matthew 22:1-14

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-second chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

1Again Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying, >*The kingdom of heaven may be
compared to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son, *and sent his servants to
call those who were invited to the wedding feast, but they would not come. *Again
he sent other servants, saying, “Tell those who are invited, See, I have prepared my
dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready.
Come to the wedding feast.” >But they paid no attention and went off, one to his
farm, another to his business, ¢while the rest seized his servants, treated them
shamefully, and killed them. "The king was angry, and he sent his troops and
destroyed those murderers and burned their city. Then he said to his servants, “The
wedding feast is ready, but those invited were not worthy. °Go therefore to the main
roads and invite to the wedding feast as many as you find.” ’And those servants
went out into the roads and gathered all whom they found, both bad and good. So
the wedding hall was filled with guests.



1”But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw there a man who had
no wedding garment. 2And he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without
a wedding garment?” And he was speechless. *Then the king said to the attendants,
‘Bind him hand and foot and cast him into the outer darkness. In that place there
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” *For many are called, but few are chosen.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Please sit

SERMON HYMN 835 On Galilee’s High Mountain
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1 On Gal - i - lee’s high moun-tain Christ gave the great com - mand
2 The Lord who,born of Mar -y, Came down as man and died,
3 His strength with-in my weak-ness Will make me bold to say

4 And not a-lone to na-tions In far - a- way re - treats,
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In words of strength and prom-ise Which all  can un - der-stand:
Who preachedto all who lis-tened, For us  was cru - ci-fied—
How His re-deem-ing pow - er Trans-forms my  stub-born clay;
But ev - ‘ry-where [ broad-cast His love through crowd-ed streets:
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“All powr to Me is giv - en To do what I shall choose;
This Lord, our liv-ing broth-er, In pow’r at God’s right hand,
His touch of fire ig - nites me, With cour-age I am  sent,
The lives that my life touch-es, How -ev - er great or small—
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There - fore I send My chil-dren, Their wit-ness I will use.”
Has cho - sen us to car-ry His truth to ev-’ry land.
My tongue - tied  si - lence bro-ken, With grace made el - o - quent.
Let them through me see Je - sus, Who served and saved us  all.

Text: Henry L. Lettermann, 1932-96

Tune: Lowell Mason, 1792-1872

Text: © 1982 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708390
Tune: Public domain



SERMON "Go...and Invite"
Pastor Ron Weidler

Please stand
APOSTLES' CREED

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life I~ everlasting. Amen.

Please kneel
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

(P) Friends in Christ, I urge you all to lift up your hearts to God and pray with me
as Christ our Lord has taught us and freely promised to hear us.

God our Father in heaven, look with mercy on us, Your needy children on earth,
and grant us grace that Your holy name be hallowed by us and all the world
through the pure and true teaching of Your Word and the fervent love shown
forth in our lives. Graciously turn from us all false doctrine and evil living
whereby Your precious name is blasphemed and profaned. Lord, in Your
mercy,

hear our prayer.



Please sit

May Your kingdom come to us and expand. Bring all transgressors and those
who are blinded and bound in the devil’s kingdom to know Jesus Christ, Your
Son, by faith that the number of Christians may be increased. Lord, in Your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

Strengthen us by Your Spirit according to Your will, both in life and in death,
in the midst of both good and evil things, that our own wills may be crucified
daily and sacrificed to Your good and gracious will. Into Your merciful hands
we commend [name(s)] and all who are in need, praying for them at all times:
Thy will be done. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Grant us our daily bread, preserve us from greed and selfish cares, and help us
trust in You to provide for all our needs. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Forgive us our sins as we also forgive those who sin against us so that our hearts
may be at peace and may rejoice in a good conscience before You, and that no
sin may ever frighten or alarm us. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Lead us not into temptation, O Lord, but help us by Your Spirit to subdue our
flesh, to turn from the world and its ways, and to overcome the devil with all
his wiles. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

And lastly, O heavenly Father, deliver us from all evil of both body and soul,
now and forever. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer us; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord.
Amen.



OFFERING

Ways | IN-PERSON MAIL ONLINE [o
to 505 S Park Road VANCO

La Grange IL 60525

Give

ANTHEM | 10:45am
THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD * John Rutter (b.1945)
The Lord is my shepherd there is nothing I shall want.

He makes me lie down in green pastures.
He leads me beside still waters.

Tania Molendyk, oboe
Dr. Marc Brunelle, organ

Please stand
OFFERTORY Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19
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call on the name of the Lord. I will take the cup of sal-
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va-tion andwill call on the name of the Lord. I will pay my

vows to the Lord now in the pres-ence of all His peo - ple, in the

courts of the Lord’s house, inthe midst of you, O Je-ru-sa-lem.



LORD’S PRAYER

P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name, thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24-26

(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.

Amen.
CLOSING HYMN 345 Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding
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1 Hark! A thrill - ing voice is sound - ing! “Christ is
2 Star - tled at the sol - emn warn - ing, Let the
3 See, the Lamb, so long ex - pect - ed, Comes with
4 So, when next He comes in glo - ry And the
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near,” we hear it say. “Cast a - way the
earth - bound  soul a - rise; Christ, its sun, all
par - don down from heav’n. Let us haste, with
world is  wrapped in fear, He will  shield us
Fa - ther and the Son With the ev - er -
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works of dark - ness, All you chil - dren of the day!”
sloth dis - pel - ling, Shines up - on the morn-ing skies.
tears of sor - row, One and all, to be for - giv'n;
with His mer - cy And  with words of love draw near.
liv - ing Spir - it While e - ter - nal a - ges run!



Please sit
ANNOUNCEMENTS

POSTLUDE

SERVING IN WORSHIP

Rev. Ron Weidler, Homilist & Liturgist

Dr. Marc Brunelle, Director of Music/Organist
The Cantata Choir | 10:45am

Lynne Braun, Lector | 8:00am

Sue Kunz, Lector | 10:45am

ALTAR FLOWERS
Flowers at the altar are given by Mark and Jennifer Behnke with thanksgiving to God on their
32nd wedding anniversary.

THE MUSIC FUND OF ST. JOHN’S
The Music Ministry at St. John’s is sustained entirely through the
756 b generosity of our congregation and the faithful contributions made to
The —— the Music Fund. Through your support, we are able to offer uplifting
MUSIC FUND  and inspirational sacred vocal and instrumental music that enriches

of Selics our worship, strengthens our faith, and glorifies God.

The three pillars of Christian stewardship—time, talent, and treasure—are essential to the
vitality and continued growth of our Music Ministry. In that spirit, the Board of Worship
prayerfully invites you to consider making a contribution to the Music Fund. Your generosity
enables us to continue offering music of excellence and beauty in praise of God and in service
to His Church.

White Music Fund contribution envelopes are available in the pews, and gifts may also be
made conveniently through our online giving options.

We are deeply grateful for your continued generosity and for the important role you play in
sustaining the Music Ministry of St. John’s.



SCHOOL NEWS

"Jesus said, ”Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them,
for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” Matthew 19:14

The school year is off to a great start with returning students as well as new students. The
teachers are well-prepared with age appropriate and creative lessons worked into child-
friendly routines. New families call weekly to inquire about enrollment at St. John's. We are
so grateful to God for continuing to send us families that want their children to be at a Christ-
centered school.

The Board of Education is thankful to all our faithful volunteers already working with Special
Events, school chapel, music classes and library time. To support our growing school, please
consider one or more of the following;:

1) Recommend our Preschool and Kindergarten to your family, friends and
neighbors.

2) Give or continue to give to the Annual Fund (goes directly to support the school.)
3) Participate in TRIP program (goes toward school scholarship fund.)

4) If you are a Thrivent client, you can direct your Choice Dollars to St. John's
School by December 31st.

5) Pray for the school staff and Board of Education members, as well as more
students and families that need to hear the Good News about Jesus.

The day school here at St. John's has always been a big outreach ministry of our church. Our
school is smaller, but growing as our mission remains the same - teaching children and their
families about the love of Jesus while providing excellent academic education with a Christian
worldview.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Divine Service, Setting Two from Lutheran Service Book. Unless otherwise indicated,
Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®),
copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by
permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2026 Concordia
Publishing House.
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EQUIPPING ENGAGING ENCOURAGING

them with God's Word them in Worship them to serve and love
through Christian and Fellowship more like Jesus
Education
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