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SEPTEMBER 20, 2026 



WELCOME! TODAY WE CELEBRATE THE LORD’S HOLY COMMUNION 
 

For baptized Christians (Matthew 28:19) who have been instructed in the faith 
(Galatians 6:6), The Lord’s Supper is our participation in the body and blood of 
Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 10:16), as the one body of Christ (1 Corinthians 10:17), 
to receive forgiveness of sin (Matthew 26:28) and to proclaim the Lord’s death 

until He comes (1 Corinthians 11:26). 

So that those who partake of the Lord’s Supper do so in a worthy manner (1 Corinthians 11:27) 
and not to their harm (1 Corinthians 11:29), let us each examine ourselves (1 Corinthians 
11:28): 
 

• Do you believe that you are a sinner? That you have sinned in thought, word and deed? 
• Are you sorry for your sin? 
• Do you trust that Jesus Christ gives forgiveness of sin through His Supper? 
• Do you believe that the body and blood of Jesus are present in, with and under the bread and 

wine? 
• Do you seek to lead godly lives by the power of the Holy Spirit? 

Please speak to a pastor or usher if you have questions. Gluten-free wafers are provided upon 
request. Non-alcoholic grape juice is provided in the center of each communion tray. Those 
who are not communing may come forward for a blessing from the pastor. 
 
AS WE GATHER 

 
If we are being completely honest, we love fairness when it protects us, but we 
despise it when God starts handing out blessings to people we think don't deserve 
them. This week, Pastor Mark dives into the famous Parable of the Workers in 
Matthew 20. Through the eyes of a rule-following driver and a lucky speeder, we 

will confront our own religious pride and discover the beautiful, shocking reality of a Master 
who doesn’t run an HR department—but instead runs a Kingdom built entirely on scandalous, 
unearned grace. 
 
THE PRELUDE   
  
THE TOLLING OF THE BELL 
 
WELCOME 
 
 



Please stand 
INVOCATION HYMN 826 Hark, the Voice of Jesus Crying 
 

 

 

 

 
 

INVOCATION 
 

 P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 C Amen. 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

EXHORTATION 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Please Kneel | Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
Please stand 
SERVICE OF THE WORD 

 
KYRIE Mark 10:47 
 

 

 
  

 

 
  



 

 

 
  

 

 

 
  

 

 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE: Gloria in Excelsis 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you.  
P Let us pray. 

Lord God, heavenly Father, since we cannot stand before You relying on 
anything we have done, help us trust in Your abiding grace and live according 
to Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 
 



Please sit 
FIRST READING Isaiah 55:6–9 

 

A The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, chapter 55. 
  

6“Seek the LORD while he may be found; 
 call upon him while he is near; 
7let the wicked forsake his way, 
 and the unrighteous man his thoughts; 
let him return to the LORD, that he may have compassion on him, 
 and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
8For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
 neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD. 
9For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
 so are my ways higher than your ways 
 and my thoughts than your thoughts.” 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

PSALM Psalm 27:1–9 
A The LORD is my light and my salvation; 

whom shall I fear? 
The LORD is the stronghold of my life; 
of whom shall I be afraid? 

C When evildoers assail me to eat up my flesh, 
my adversaries and foes, 
it is they who stumble and fall. 

A Though an army encamp against me, 
my heart shall not fear; 
though war arise against me, yet I will be confident. 

C One thing have I asked of the LORD, 
that will I seek after: 
that I may dwell in the house of the LORD 
all the days of my life, 
to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD 
and to inquire in his temple. 



A For he will hide me in his shelter 
in the day of trouble; 
he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; 
he will lift me high upon a rock. 

C And now my head shall be lifted up 
above my enemies all around me, 
and I will offer in his tent 
sacrifices with shouts of joy; 
I will sing and make melody to the LORD.  

A Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud; 
be gracious to me and answer me!  

C You have said, “Seek my face.” 
My heart says to you, 
“Your face, LORD, do I seek.” 
Hide not your face from me.  

A Turn not your servant away in anger, 
O you who have been my help. 
Cast me not off; forsake me not, 
O God of my salvation! 

 

EPISTLE Philippians 1:12–14, 19–30 
 

A The Epistle is from Philippians, chapter 1. 
  
 12I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served 
to advance the gospel, 13so that it has become known throughout the whole imperial 
guard and to all the rest that my imprisonment is for Christ. 14And most of the 
brothers, having become confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, are much more 
bold to speak the word without fear. . . . 
 19for I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ 
this will turn out for my deliverance, 20as it is my eager expectation and hope that I 
will not be at all ashamed, but that with full courage now as always Christ will be 
honored in my body, whether by life or by death. 21For to me to live is Christ, and 
to die is gain. 22If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which 
I shall choose I cannot tell. 23I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to 
depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. 24But to remain in the flesh is more 
necessary on your account. 25Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and 
continue with you all, for your progress and joy in the faith, 26so that in me you may 
have ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus, because of my coming to you again. 



 27Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I 
come and see you or am absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm in one 
spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith of the gospel, 28and not 
frightened in anything by your opponents. This is a clear sign to them of their 
destruction, but of your salvation, and that from God. 29For it has been granted to 
you that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in him but also suffer for 
his sake, 30engaged in the same conflict that you saw I had and now hear that I still 
have. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Please stand 
ALLELUIA  

 

 

 
 
Text: Traditional 
Tune: Fintan O’Carroll , d. 1977 
Text: Public domain 
Tune: © 1985 Fintan O’Carroll and Christopher Walker, admin. OCP Publications. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708390 

 
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 20:1–16 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twentieth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 1[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out 
early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the 
laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3And going out about 
the third hour he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4and to them he said, 
‘You go into the vineyard too, and whatever is right I will give you.’ 5So they went. 
Going out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the same. 6And 
about the eleventh hour he went out and found others standing. And he said to 
them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ 7They said to him, ‘Because no one has 
hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard too.’ 8And when evening came, 



the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their 
wages, beginning with the last, up to the first.’ 9And when those hired about the 
eleventh hour came, each of them received a denarius. 10Now when those hired first 
came, they thought they would receive more, but each of them also received a 
denarius. 11And on receiving it they grumbled at the master of the house, 12saying, 
‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have 
borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13But he replied to one of them, 
‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? 14Take 
what belongs to you and go. I choose to give to this last worker as I give to you. 
15Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or do you 
begrudge my generosity?’ 16So the last will be first, and the first last.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Please sit 
SERMON HYMN 555 Salvation unto Us Has Come
  

 

 

 



 

 
 

SERMON “The Scandal of the Pay Table” 
Pastor Mark Stapleton 

 
Please stand 
NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible.  
 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     
 



 And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end.  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Please kneel  
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
  

P Let us pray for ourselves, the church around the world, and all people in their 
various conditions. Today’s Psalm is the response of a trusting person, 
confident that God has heard the prayer. 

 
Be present, Lord our God, wherever wars rage and governments fail, where 
homelessness and disease are rampant, and where the poor are forgotten. 

C I love the LORD, because He has heard my voice and my pleas for mercy. 
  
P Guard, defend, and give wisdom to all who go into harm’s way to do battle 

against foreign enemies and in emergencies here at home. Use medical 
personnel and caring neighbors to bring about health and healing. 

C Because He inclined His ear to me, therefore I will call on Him as long as I 
live. 

  
P Provide faith-filled leaders and followers to proclaim the Gospel, serve You 

with the gifts You have given them, and care for the needs of people around 
the world. 

C Gracious is the LORD, and righteous; our God is merciful. 
  
P Be with all who tend flocks, raise harvests, and distribute food so that many 

may be fed. 
C Return, O my soul, to your rest; for the LORD has dealt bountifully with you. 
  



P Visit, relieve, and console those who are sick or in mourning, [including . . .], 
according to Your gracious plans for them. 

C For You have delivered my soul from death, my eyes from tears, my feet from 
stumbling. 

  
P These and any other things You see that we need, grant to us for the sake of 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C I will walk before the Lord in the land of the living. Amen. 
 

Please sit 
OFFERING 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SOLO | 8:00am 
AMAZING GRACE  

Early American Melody 
arr. Rebecca Bonam 

 

T 
 

Christina Lass-Moore, flute 
Dr. Marc Brunelle, piano 

 
ANTHEM | 10:45am 

KING OF GLORY, KING OF PEACE 
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 
arr. William H. Harris (1883-1973) 

 

T 
 

King of Glory, King of Peace, I will love Thee;  
And that love may never cease, I will move thee. 

Thou hast granted my request, Thou has heard me; 
Thou didst note my working breast, Thou has spared me.  

 
 
 
 
 



Please stand 
OFFERTORY Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

PREFACE 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you.  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord.  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company 
of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 
saying: 

 



SANCTUS 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”  
 
In the same way also, He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death 
until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  
 
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to 

eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and 
passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the 
dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So, 
remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 
 



LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be Thy name, thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PAX DOMINI 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 
Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as 
a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 

 
AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 
 

Please sit 
  



SOLO 
GOD, WHO STRETCHED THE SPANGLED HEAVENS 

Southern Harmony 
arr. Mark Albrecht (b.1970) 

 

T 
 

Christina Lass-Moore, flute 
Dr. Marc Brunelle, piano 

 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN 720 We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight 
 

 

 

 
 
Text: Henry Alford, 1810–71, alt. 
Tune: Marty Haugen, 1950 
Text: Public domain 
Tune: © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708390 

 
 
 
 



 738 Lord of All Hopefulness 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Jan Struther, 1901–53 
Tune: Irish 
Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708390 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Please stand 
THE DISMISSAL 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body 
and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
  



THANK THE LORD 

 

 

 

 
 
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Please sit 
COMMISSIONING OF THE CANTATA CHOIR | 10:45am 
 
Please stand 
BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 

 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 
 



CLOSING HYMN 853 How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903–2000 
Tune: C. Hubert H. Parry, 1848–1918 
Text: © 1982 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708390 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Please sit 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
POSTLUDE  

SERVING IN WORSHIP 
Rev. Mark Stapleton, Homilist & Liturgist 

Dr. Marc Brunelle, Director of Music/Organist 
The Cantata Choir | 10:45am T Mrs. Christina Lass-Moore, Flute 

Bonnie Kane, Lector | 10:45am 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
Flowers at the altar are dedicated to the glory of God in loving memory of my wife Karen, 
given by James Frederickson. 
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