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WELCOME! TODAY WE CELEBRATE THE LORD’S HOLY COMMUNION 
 

For baptized Christians (Matthew 28:19) who have been instructed in the faith 
(Galatians 6:6), The Lord’s Supper is our participation in the body and blood of 
Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 10:16), as the one body of Christ (1 Corinthians 10:17), 
to receive forgiveness of sin (Matthew 26:28) and to proclaim the Lord’s death 

until He comes (1 Corinthians 11:26). 

So that those who partake of the Lord’s Supper do so in a worthy manner (1 Corinthians 11:27) 
and not to their harm (1 Corinthians 11:29), let us each examine ourselves (1 Corinthians 
11:28): 
 

• Do you believe that you are a sinner? That you have sinned in thought, word and deed? 
• Are you sorry for your sin? 
• Do you trust that Jesus Christ gives forgiveness of sin through His Supper? 
• Do you believe that the body and blood of Jesus are present in, with and under the bread and 

wine? 
• Do you seek to lead godly lives by the power of the Holy Spirit? 

Please speak to a pastor or usher if you have questions. Gluten-free wafers are provided upon 
request. Non-alcoholic grape juice is provided in the center of each communion tray. Those 
who are not communing may come forward for a blessing from the pastor. 
 
AS WE GATHER 

 
If God had a Yelp page, some of us would have left a one-star review by now. We 
place our orders for blessings, expect them in ninety seconds flat, and get 
frustrated when the sky stays quiet. This week, Pastor explores the bizarre, 
shocking, and surprisingly funny showdown between Jesus and a Canaanite 

woman who absolutely refused to take "no" for an answer. Come find out why Martin Luther 
loved this text, why poodles and Rottweilers matter, and why a single crumb of God's grace is 
more than enough to change your life. 
 
THE PRELUDE   
 
THE TOLLING OF THE BELL 
 
WELCOME 
 
 



Please stand 
INVOCATION HYMN 653 In Christ There Is No East or West 
 

 

 

 
 
Text (sts. 1, 4–5): John Oxenham, 1852–1941, alt.; (st. 2): Mark A. Jeske, 1952; (st. 3): Michael A. Perry, 1942–96 
Tune: African American spiritual; adapt. Harry T. Burleigh, 1866–1949 
Text (st. 2): © 1993 Mark A. Jeske; (st. 3): © 1982 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708390 
Text (sts. 1, 4–5) and tune: Public domain 

 
INSTALLATION OF OUR TEACHERS | 10:45am 

BLESSING OF BACKPACKS | 10:45am 

INVOCATION 
 

 P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 C Amen. 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES 
 

P I will go to the altar of God, 
C to God my exceeding joy.  
 
 



P My house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples. 
C Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David. 
 

EXHORTATION 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Please Kneel 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

P Today, though we are undeserving, we come to the Lord saying, “Have mercy 
on me, O Lord, Son of David.” Let us seek the Lord here while He may be found 
to grant us healing, help, and forgiveness. 

 
C Lord Jesus Christ, Son of David, Son of God, we are severely oppressed by 

sin in all our thoughts, words, and actions. We have sinned against You by 
our own fault. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. Have mercy on 
us, O Lord, and grant us forgiveness, help, and salvation. Amen.  

 
P Almighty God, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and of all who believe in 

the name of His only begotten Son, is the God of mercy and for His sake 
forgives us all our sins. Therefore, in the stead and by the command of my Lord 
Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 
Son and of the Holy Spirit.   

 In that mercy He gives power to become the children of God and promises His 
Holy Spirit. All who believe and are baptized shall be saved. 

C Amen. 
 

Please stand 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 

KYRIE Mark 10:47 
 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE: Gloria in Excelsis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting Father, You give Your children many blessings even 
though we are undeserving. In every trial and temptation grant us steadfast 
confidence in Your loving-kindness and mercy; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.  

C Amen. 
 

Please sit 
FIRST READING Isaiah 56:1, 6–8 

 

A The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, chapter 56.  
1Thus says the LORD: 
“Keep justice, and do righteousness, 
for soon my salvation will come, 
 and my deliverance be revealed. . . . 
6“And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, 
 to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD, 
 and to be his servants, 
everyone who keeps the Sabbath and does not profane it, 
 and holds fast my covenant— 
7these I will bring to my holy mountain, 
 and make them joyful in my house of prayer; 
their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 
 will be accepted on my altar; 



for my house shall be called a house of prayer 
 for all peoples.” 
8The Lord GOD, 
 who gathers the outcasts of Israel, declares, 
“I will gather yet others to him 
 besides those already gathered.”  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM Psalm 67; antiphon: v. 5 
 

A May God be gracious to us and bless us 
and make his face to shine upon us,  
that your way may be known on earth, 
your saving power among all nations. 

C Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you! 
A Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 

for you judge the peoples with equity 
and guide the nations upon earth.  

C Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you! 
A The earth has yielded its increase; 

God, our God, shall bless us. 
C God shall bless us; let all the ends of the earth fear him! 

 
EPISTLE Romans 11:1–2a, 13–15, 28–32 

 

A The Epistle is from Romans, chapter 11. 
  
 1I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! For I myself am an 
Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2God has not 
rejected his people whom he foreknew. . . . 
 13Now I am speaking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I am an apostle to the 
Gentiles, I magnify my ministry 14in order somehow to make my fellow Jews jealous, 
and thus save some of them. 15For if their rejection means the reconciliation of the 
world, what will their acceptance mean but life from the dead? . . . 
28As regards the gospel, they are enemies of God for your sake. But as regards 
election, they are beloved for the sake of their forefathers. 29For the gifts and the 
calling of God are irrevocable. 30Just as you were at one time disobedient to God but 



now have received mercy because of their disobedience, 31so they too have now been 
disobedient in order that by the mercy shown to you they also may now receive 
mercy. 32For God has consigned all to disobedience, that he may have mercy on all. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand 
ALLELUIA  

 

 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 15:21–28 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifteenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 21Jesus went away from there and withdrew to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 
22And behold, a Canaanite woman from that region came out and was crying, “Have 
mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David; my daughter is severely oppressed by a 
demon.” 23But he did not answer her a word. And his disciples came and begged 
him, saying, “Send her away, for she is crying out after us.” 24He answered, “I was 
sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25But she came and knelt before 
him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26And he answered, “It is not right to take the 
children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.” 27She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs 
eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 28Then Jesus answered her, “O 
woman, great is your faith! Be it done for you as you desire.” And her daughter was 
healed instantly. 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 



Please sit 
SERMON HYMN 615 When in the Hour of Deepest Need 
 

 

 

 
 
5 O from our sins, Lord, turn Your face; 

Absolve us through Your boundless grace. 
Be with us in our anguish still; 
Free us at last from ev’ry ill. 

 
6 So we with all our hearts each day 

To You our glad thanksgiving pay, 
Then walk obedient to Your Word, 
And now and ever praise You, Lord. 

 
SERMON “Angry Woodpeckers and Broken Microwaves” 

Pastor Mark Stapleton 
 
Please stand 
NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible.  



And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

Please kneel  
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
  

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 
according to their needs. 

 
Lord Jesus Christ, You descend from the heavens to feed Your people with the 
food of eternal life. As we follow You, help us to feed others both with earthly 
food and with heavenly food. Lord Jesus Christ, life-giving bread, 

C let me with holy food be fed.  



P Lord, we bring before You all those who have stopped following You. We pray 
that You would soften their hearts and give us wisdom to share Your words of 
eternal life so that they might follow You again. Lord Jesus Christ, life-giving 
bread, 

C let me with holy food be fed. 
  
P Lord, Your ways are not our ways. Your thoughts are not our thoughts. Help 

us not to seek our own way but to seek Your way and Your wisdom. Lord Jesus 
Christ, life-giving bread, 

C let me with holy food be fed. 
  
P Lord, You have borne our griefs and shared in our sorrows. Bring Your comfort 

to all those who are suffering in grief. Point them to the hope of the resurrection 
to eternal life with Jesus. Lord Jesus Christ, life-giving bread, 

C let me with holy food be fed. 
  
P Lord, strengthen all those who struggle with addictions. Break their bondage 

and lead them to get the help they need. Lord Jesus Christ, life-giving bread, 
C let me with holy food be fed. 
  
P Lord, aid all pastors, teachers, students, missionaries, musicians, and servants 

in Your Church. Embolden them as they bring Your Word to Your people so 
that more and more people follow Your way. Lord Jesus Christ, life-giving 
bread, 

C let me with holy food be fed. 
  
P Lord, look with favor upon all who are sick, injured, and recovering, [especially 

. . .]. Have mercy upon them and restore them to health according to Your 
wisdom. Lord Jesus Christ, life-giving bread, 

C let me with holy food be fed. 
  
P Lord Jesus, we commend all these things to Your infinite wisdom and guiding, 

for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Please sit 



OFFERING 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Please stand 
OFFERTORY Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

PREFACE 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you.  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord.  
 



P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who, having created all things, took on human flesh and was 
born of the virgin Mary. For our sake He died on the cross and rose from the dead 
to put an end to death, thus fulfilling Your will and gaining for You a holy people. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”  
 
In the same way also, He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 



PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death 
until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to 

eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and 
passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the 
dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So, 
remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be Thy name, thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
PAX DOMINI 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of 
reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 
 

AGNUS DEI 

 

 



 

 
 

Please sit 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN 690 Hope of the World 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Georgia Harkness, 1891–1974 
Tune: Frances R. Havergal, 1836–79 
Text: © 1954, renewed 1982 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708390 
Tune: Public domain 

  



 779 Come, My Soul, with Every Care
  

 

 
 
5 While I am a pilgrim here, 

Let Thy love my spirit cheer; 
As my guide, my guard, my friend, 
Lead me to my journey’s end. 

 
6 Show me what is mine to do; 

Ev’ry hour my strength renew. 
Let me live a life of faith; 
Let me die Thy people’s death. 

 
THE DISMISSAL 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body 
and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

THANK THE LORD 

 

 



 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

INSTALLATION OF OUR TEACHERS | 8:00am 

BLESSING OF BACKPACKS | 8:00am 

 
BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 

 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

 
 
 



CLOSING HYMN 832 Jesus Shall Reign 
 

 

 

 
 
Please sit 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
POSTLUDE  
 

T 
 
SERVING IN WORSHIP 
Rev. Mark Stapleton, Homilist & Liturgist 
Mr. Fred Locker, Guest Organist 
Mark Behnke, Lector | 8:00am † Bonnie Kane, Lector | 10:45am  
 
ALTAR FLOWERS 
Today’s altar flowers are given by Sharon Broz with thanksgiving for family, friends, prayer 
warriors and many blessings received. 
 
Flowers at the altar on August 9, 2026, were given to the Glory of God by Chad and Rebecca 
Hemminger in honor of their 28th wedding anniversary. 



ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN SCHOOL BOARD OF EDUCATION 
We would like to express our sincere thanks to everyone who supported our early education 
program with their thoughtful gifts this past school year. 
 

Terry & Amy Andel 

Charles Becker 

Mark & Jennifer Behnke 

Tom & Lynn Braun 

Sharon Broz 

Amy Buonassisi 

Bruce & Pamella Christensen 

Lucy Christoffer 

Jessica & Paul Connor 

Kathi Dahlstrand 

Tom & Sherry D'Amico 

Thomas & Mary Demski 

Philip Doerries 

Kirk & Cheryl Farney 

Marie Fukar 

Mary Grether 

Martin & Cheryl Haugen 

Richard & Karen Herman 

Chris Hubacek 

Lynn Kahl 

Ralph & Chris Kirchenberg 

Richard Lange 

Nancy Lint 

Mary Long 

Gary & Nancy Mayor 

Dale & Robin Mazzuca 

David & Susan Minckley 

Marjorie Newpher 

Beverlyn O'Connor 

Jim & Barb Paulsen 

Joann Pyritz 

Robert & Miriam Roth 

Shirley Ruck 

Clarice Rudolph 

Gerald Safranek 

Gertrude Salvino 

Art Schroeder 

Alice Sekal 

Bruce & Sherrie Smith 

Marnie Smith 

LaVerna Stapleton 

Amy Strombom 

Marilyn Strombom 

Emma Haugen Toliver 

Timothy & Sarah Vitek 

Jennifer Westol 

Jeff Baker & Beth Zeiter 
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