§ sT.JOHN'S LUTHERAN
sponns - CHURCH & SCHOOL

OROER ofF OIVINE SCRVICE

JFOURTEENTD SUNOAY
AFTER PENTECOST

AJGUST 30, 2026



WELCOME! TODAY WE CELEBRATE THE LORD’S HOLY COMMUNION

(Galatians 6:6), The Lord’s Supper is our participation in the body and blood of

Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 10:16), as the one body of Christ (1 Corinthians 10:17),

— to receive forgiveness of sin (Matthew 26:28) and to proclaim the Lord’s death
until He comes (1 Corinthians 11:26).

? For baptized Christians (Matthew 28:19) who have been instructed in the faith

So that those who partake of the Lord’s Supper do so in a worthy manner (1 Corinthians 11:27)
and not to their harm (1 Corinthians 11:29), let us each examine ourselves (1 Corinthians
11:28):

e Do you believe that you are a sinner? That you have sinned in thought, word and deed?

e Are you sorry for your sin?

e Do you trust that Jesus Christ gives forgiveness of sin through His Supper?

e Do you believe that the body and blood of Jesus are present in, with and under the bread and
wine?

e Do you seek to lead godly lives by the power of the Holy Spirit?

Please speak to a pastor or usher if you have questions. Gluten-free wafers are provided upon
request. Non-alcoholic grape juice is provided in the center of each communion tray. Those
who are not communing may come forward for a blessing from the pastor.

AS WE GATHER

Have you ever sat strapped into a roller coaster, listening to the heavy clank-clank-

clank of the lift hill, and suddenly thought: “I actually paid money for this?” Life in

a fallen world can often feel just like that —a series of terrifying drops, unexpected

twists, and unexpected plunges. But as Christians, we don't have to live in white-
knuckled panic. We can face the wild ride of this earthly life with joy, because Jesus has already
secured the final station of everlasting life.

THE PRELUDE
TRUMPET TUNE IN D
David Johnson (1922-1987)
T
Mr. Benjamin Siff, Trumpet
Dr. Marc Brunelle, Organ



THE TOLLING OF THE BELL & WELCOME

Please stand

INVOCATION HYMN 722 Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me
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1 Lord, take my hand and lead me Up - on life’s way;
2 Lord, when the tem -pest ra - ges, I need not fear,
3 Lord, when the shad-ows length - en And night has come,
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Di - rect, pro - tect, and  feed me From day to day.
For You, the Rock of A - ges, Are al - ways near.
I know that You will strength - en My steps toward home.
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With - out Your grace and fa - vor I g0 a - stray;
Close by Your side a - bid - ing, I fear no foe,
Then noth-ing can im - pede me, O bless - ed Friend;
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So take my hand, O Sav - ior, And lead the way.
For when Your hand is guid - ing, In  peace I go.
So take my hand and lead me Un - to the end.

Text: Julie von Hausmann, 1825-1901; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt.

Tune: P. Friedrich Silcher, 1789-1860

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708390
Tune: Public domain

INVOCATION

(P} In the name of the Father and of the "I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
OPENING SENTENCES

Blessed are those whose way is blameless,

who walk in the law of the LORD!

Gracious is the LORD, and righteous; our God is merciful.
I will walk before the LORD in the land of the living,.

RERE



(P} Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things.
Blessed be His glorious name forever;
may the whole earth be filled with His glory! Amen and Amen!

EXHORTATION
(P} If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Please Kneel | Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

(P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and
of the "} Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Please stand
SERVICE OF THE WORD

KYRIE Mark 10:47
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In peace let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.



For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
o)
AL T I
HD o —"c| .
o 0 0
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra-cious Lord.
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HYMN OF PRAISE: Gloria in Excelsis
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His peo - ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly king, al-might-y God and Fa - ther:
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We wor-ship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glo-ry.
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You take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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You are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther; re-ceive our prayer.

For You a-lone are the Ho-ly One, You a-lone are the Lord,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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Let us pray.

Almighty God, Your Son willingly endured the agony and shame of the cross
for our redemption. Grant us courage to take up our cross daily and follow Him
wherever He leads; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Please sit
FIRST READING
The Old Testament Reading is from Jeremiah, chapter 15.

150 LORD, you know;
remember me and visit me,
and take vengeance for me on my persecutors.
In your forbearance take me not away;
know that for your sake I bear reproach.
16Your words were found, and I ate them,
and your words became to me a joy
and the delight of my heart,
for I am called by your name, O LORD, God of hosts.
17T did not sit in the company of revelers, nor did I rejoice;
I sat alone, because your hand was upon me,
for you had filled me with indignation.
8Why is my pain unceasing,
my wound incurable, refusing to be healed?
Will you be to me like a deceitful brook, like waters that fail?
Therefore thus says the LORD:
“If you return, I will restore you,
and you shall stand before me.
If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless,
you shall be as my mouth.
They shall turn to you,
but you shall not turn to them.
2And I will make you to this people a fortified wall of bronze;
they will fight against you,
but they shall not prevail over you, for I am with you
to save you and deliver you, declares the LORD.

Jeremiah 15:15-21



PSALM

EPISTLE

2] will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked,
and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Vindicate me, O LORD,

for I have walked in my integrity,

and I have trusted in the LORD without wavering.
Prove me, O LORD, and try me;

test my heart and my mind.

For your steadfast love is before my eyes,
and I walk in your faithfulness.

I do not sit with men of falsehood,

nor do I consort with hypocrites.

I hate the assembly of evildoers,

and I will not sit with the wicked.

I wash my hands in innocence

and go around your altar, O LORD,
proclaiming thanksgiving aloud,

and telling all your wondrous deeds.

O LORD, I love the habitation of your house
and the place where your glory dwells.

Do not sweep my soul away with sinners,
nor my life with bloodthirsty men,

in whose hands are evil devices,

and whose right hands are full of bribes.
But as for me, I shall walk in my integrity;
redeem me and be gracious to me.

My foot stands on level ground;

in the great assembly I will bless the LORD.

The Epistle is from Romans, chapter 12.

Psalm 26; antiphon: v. 8

Romans 12:9-21

Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. ’Love one
another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. "Do not be



slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. 1?Rejoice in hope, be patient in
tribulation, be constant in prayer. *Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to
show hospitality.

14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. *Rejoice with those
who rejoice, weep with those who weep. *Live in harmony with one another. Do
not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be conceited. "Repay no one
evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. *If possible,
so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge
yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I
will repay, says the Lord.” 2To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if
he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning
coals on his head.” 2’Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand

ALLELUIA
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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HoLY GOSPEL Matthew 16:21-28

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

2IFrom that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem
and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed,
and on the third day be raised. 22And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him,
saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.” #But he turned
and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are
not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.”

%Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny
himself and take up his cross and follow me. »For whoever would save his life will



lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 2For what will it profit a
man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his life? Or what shall a man give in

return for his life? For the Son of Man is going to come with his angels in the glory
of his Father, and then he will repay each person according to what he has done.
#Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who will not taste death until

they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Please sit

SERMON HYMN 531 Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus
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1 Hail, Thou once de - spis-ed Je - sus! Hail, Thou Gal - i -
3 Je - sus, hail! En - throned in glo - ry, There for - ev - er
4 Wor - ship, hon - or, pow’r, and bless - ing Thou art wor - thy
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at Thy Fa-ther’s side. There for sin - ners Thou art plead-ing;
is for us to give. Help, ye bright an - gel - ic spir - its,
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Bear - er of our sin and shame! By Thy mer - it
There  Thou dost our place pre - pare, Ev - er for us
All your no - blest an -thems raise; Help to sing our
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we find fa - vor: Life is giv - en through Thy name.
in - ter-ced - ing Till in glo - ry we ap - pear.
Sav - ior’s mer - its, Help to chant Im - man - uel’s praise!



SERMON

Please stand
NICENE CREED

“The Day the Track Vanished”
Pastor Mark Stapleton

I believe in one God,

Please kneel

the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God, begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life I of the world to come. Amen.



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Please sit

P)

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people
according to their needs.

For all the children of God, the Holy Christian Church, that we proclaim the
salvation of Christ wherever we are and to whomever we meet, let us pray to
the Lord.

Father, we depend on You as we share the Good News.

For the living out of our vocations, that no matter our station in life or what
calling we have been given, that we faithfully represent our Savior with lives
of humility and faith, let us pray to the Lord.

Father, we depend on You as we serve You with our lives.

For all children, that they grow daily in the wisdom of the Lord, and for all
parents and those who work to care for children, that they be guided in their
important service of love, let us pray to the Lord.

Father, we depend on You as we live as Your children.

For all public servants who selflessly serve others, both those who serve locally
and those in positions throughout the world, that they would entrust their lives
into the protecting care of their Maker, let us pray to the Lord.

Father, we depend on You for Your protection.

For all who suffer in heart, mind, and body, [especially . . .], that they with
patience and faith receive the healing care You offer, let us pray to the Lord.
Father, we depend on You for Your healing touch.

For these concerns and for every unspoken prayer that is on our hearts and
minds, that our gracious God would hear and answer us, let us pray to the
Lord,

Father, we depend on You for everything. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.



OFFERING

IN-PERSON MAIL ONLINE [of#
505 S Park Road VANCO A

La Grange IL 60525

SoLo
TRUMPET CONCERTO IN E FLAT
Joseph Haydn (1732-1809)
1. Andante

Please stand
OFFERTORY Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19
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What shall I ren-der to the Lord for all His ben-e-fits to
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call on the name of the Lord. I will take the cup of sal-
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.



SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

PREFACE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore, with
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying;:
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SANCTUS

Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God  of pow’r and might:
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”



In the same way also, He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My *1- blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST

P

(P)

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death
until He comes.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to
eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and
passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the
dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So,
remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name, thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;

give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

PAX DOMINI

P)

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as
a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22-24; Eph. 4:1-3).

AGNUS DEI
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have
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mer-cy onus. Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the

world; have

mer-cy on us.
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
Please sit
DISTRIBUTION HYMN 845 Where Charity and Love Prevail
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1 Where char - 1 - ty and love pre - vail There
2 With grate - ful joy and ho - ly fear His
3 For - give we  now each oth - er’s  faults As
4 Let strife a - mong us be un - known; Let
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God is ev - er found; Brought here to - geth - er
char - i - ty we learn; Let us with heart and
we our faults con - fess, And let us love each
all con - ten - tion cease; Be God’s the glo - 1y
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by Christ’s love By love are we thus bound.
mind and soul Now love Him in re - turn.
oth - er well In Chris - tian ho - 1li - ness.
that we seek; Be ours His ho - ly peace.
5 Let usrecall that in our midst 6 For love excludes no race or clan

Dwells Christ, His only Son;
As members of His body joined
We are in Him made one.

Text: Latin, c. 9th cent.; tr. Omer E. Westendorf, 1916-97, alt.

Tune: Lucius Chapin, 1760-1842

Text: © 1960 World Library Publications. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708390
Tune: Public domain

That names the Savior’s name;
His family embraces all
Whose Father is the same.



718 Jesus, Lead Thou On
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1 Je - sus,lead Thou on Till our rest is won; And al - though the
2 If the way be drear, If the foe be near, Let not faith - less
3 When we seek re - lief From a long-felt grief, When temp - ta - tions
4 Je - sus,lead Thou on Till our rest is won. Heav'n-ly lead - er,
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way be cheer - less, We will fol - low calm and fear - less.
fears o’er - take us; Let not faith and hope for-sake us;
come al - lur - ing, Make us pa - tient and en-dur - ing.
still  di - rect us, Still sup-port, con - sole, pro - tect us,
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Guide us by Thy hand To our fa - ther - land.
For through man - ya  woe To our home we go.
Show us that bright shore Where we weep no more.
Till we safe - ly  stand In our fa - ther - land.

Please stand
THE DISMISSAL

(P} Thebody and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body
and soul to life everlasting. Depart I in peace.

Amen.
THANK THE LORD
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le -lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.



PosT-COMMUNION COLLECT

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24-26

(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.

Amen.
CLOSING HYMN 851 Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us
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1 Lord of glo - ry, You have bought us With Your
2 Grant us hearts, dear Lord, to give You Glad - ly,
3 Won - drous hon - or You have giv - en To our
4 Lord of glo - ry, You have bought us With Your
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life - blood as the price, Nev - er grudg - ing for the
free - ly of Your own. With the sun - shine of Your
hum - blest char - 1 - ty In Your own mys -te - rious
life - blood as the price, Nev - er grudg - ing for the
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lost ones That tre - men - dous sac - 11 - fice;
good - ness Melt our thank - less  hearts of stone
sen - tence, “You have done it all to Me”

lost ones That tre - men - dous sac - 1 - fice.
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And with that have free - ly giv - en Bless - ings
Till our cold and self - ish na - tures, Warmed by
Can it be, O gra - cious Mas - ter, That You
Give us faith to  trust You bold - ly, Hope, to
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count - less as the sand To the un - thank - ful
You, at length be - lieve That more hap - py
deign  for alms to sue, Say - ing by Your
stay our souls on You; But, oh, best of
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and the e - vil With Your own un - spar - ing hand.
and more bless - ed ’Tis to give than to re - ceive.
poor and need - y, “Give as 1 have giv’n to you”?
all Your grac - es, With Your love our love re - new.
Please sit
ANNOUNCEMENTS
POSTLUDE
RONDEAU from Te Deum
Marc-Antoine Charpentier (1643-1704)
SERVING IN WORSHIP

Rev. Mark Stapleton, Homilist & Liturgist

Dr. Marc Brunelle, Director of Music/Organist
Mr. Benjamin Siff, Trumpet

Lynne Braun, Lector | 8:00am

Dr. Kirk Farney, Lector | 10:45am

ALTAR FLOWERS

Today the Altar flowers are given by Ron and Ruth Gallman in memory of our son, Ron
Gallman, Jr. - Love, Mom and Dad



- JOIN THE

CANTATA CHOIR

= Lift Your Voice in Praise

Share the Gift of Sacred Music
.

The Cantata Choir is St. John's principal choral ensembile,
offering beautiful sacred music that enriches
worship throughout the church year.

New singers are welcome!

/e 7. FIRST REHEARSAL [ B

When: September 9
Time: 7:00 PM
Choir Room

Location:

?
e el &l | ST. JOHN’S
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EQUIPPING ENGAGING ENCOURAGING
them with God's Ward them in Worship them to serve and love
through Christian and Fellowship more like Jesus
Education

ST. JOHN’S
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