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WELCOME! TODAY WE CELEBRATE THE LORD’S HOLY COMMUNION 
 

For baptized Christians (Matthew 28:19) who have been instructed in the faith 
(Galatians 6:6), The Lord’s Supper is our participation in the body and blood of 
Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 10:16), as the one body of Christ (1 Corinthians 10:17), 
to receive forgiveness of sin (Matthew 26:28) and to proclaim the Lord’s death 

until He comes (1 Corinthians 11:26). 

So that those who partake of the Lord’s Supper do so in a worthy manner (1 Corinthians 11:27) 
and not to their harm (1 Corinthians 11:29), let us each examine ourselves (1 Corinthians 
11:28): 
 

• Do you believe that you are a sinner? That you have sinned in thought, word and deed? 
• Are you sorry for your sin? 
• Do you trust that Jesus Christ gives forgiveness of sin through His Supper? 
• Do you believe that the body and blood of Jesus are present in, with and under the bread and 

wine? 
• Do you seek to lead godly lives by the power of the Holy Spirit? 

Please speak to a pastor or usher if you have questions. Gluten-free wafers are provided upon 
request. Non-alcoholic grape juice is provided in the center of each communion tray. Those 
who are not communing may come forward for a blessing from the pastor. 
 
AS WE GATHER 

 
If you have ever done a load of laundry, then you know what it feels like to come 
up one sock short. It is almost like some troublemaker climbed into the dryer and 
left only one lonesome sock behind. Our laundry is incomplete. We don’t have 
everything we are supposed to have, everything we started with. Our frustration 

grows. If we truly took stock of our lives, we would evaluate ourselves as missing more than 
a sock or two. Sabotaged by the enemy and suffering from our own failures, we feel frustrated 
and incomplete. But perfection is coming. God’s perfect Word is here to speak your 
forgiveness. His perfect heart pursues lost souls. And His perfect plan includes His return to 
make all things right. 
 
THE PRELUDE   

Fantasie sur un Thème du Haydn 
Marcel Grandjany (1891-1975) 

 



THE TOLLING OF THE BELL 
 
WELCOME 
 
Please stand 
INVOCATION HYMN 576 My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
INVOCATION 

 P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 C Amen. 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 



OPENING SENTENCES 

P Be strong, and let your heart take courage, 
C all you who wait for the LORD!  
P Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, 
C for He who promised is faithful.  
P And now, O Lord, for what do I wait? 
C My hope is in You. 
 

EXHORTATION 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Please Kneel 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P Let us confess to the Lord our sins and trust in His salvation. 
C “I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in His word I hope.” 
  
P Almighty God, You spoke a perfect world into being, yet now Your creation 

bears the stains and scars of our failure. 
C “I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in His word I hope.” 
  
P We bear responsibility for the suffering around us, filling the world with evil 

and failing to do the good we ought. 
C “I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in His word I hope.” 
  
P Our hearts are crushed beneath the burden of our sin and with longing for the 

world to be made right. 
C “I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in His word I hope.” 
  
P Forgive us, O God, for You are faithful and just and will cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 
C “I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in His word I hope.”  



P Your hope is met by the redemption and renewal of our God found in His Son, 
Jesus Christ, who was given to die for you, and for whose sake God forgives 
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
C Amen. 
 

Please stand 
SERVICE OF THE WORD 

 
KYRIE Mark 10:47 
 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 



 

 

  

 

 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE: Gloria in Excelsis 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

O God, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that, ever 
mindful of Your final judgment, we may be stirred up to holiness of living here 
and dwell with You in perfect joy hereafter; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  

C Amen. 
 

Please sit 
FIRST READING Isaiah 44:6–8 

 

A The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, chapter 44. 
  

6Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel 
 and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: 
“I am the first and I am the last; 
 besides me there is no god. 
7Who is like me? Let him proclaim it. 



 Let him declare and set it before me, 
since I appointed an ancient people. 
 Let them declare what is to come, and what will happen. 
8Fear not, nor be afraid; 
 have I not told you from of old and declared it? 
 And you are my witnesses! 
Is there a God besides me? 
 There is no Rock; I know not any.” 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM Psalm 119:57–64 
 
A The LORD is my portion; I promise to keep your words. 
C I entreat your favor with all my heart; 

be gracious to me according to your promise.  
A When I think on my ways, I turn my feet to your testimonies; 

I hasten and do not delay to keep your commandments.  
C Though the cords of the wicked ensnare me, I do not forget your law.  
A At midnight I rise to praise you, because of your just and righteous decrees.  
C I am a companion of all who fear you, of those who keep your precepts.  
A The earth, O LORD, is full of your steadfast love; teach me your statutes! 

 
EPISTLE Romans 8:18–27 

 

A The Epistle is from Romans, chapter 8. 
  
 18For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing 
with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 19For the creation waits with eager longing 
for the revealing of the sons of God. 20For the creation was subjected to futility, not 
willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope 21that the creation itself will 
be set free from its bondage to decay and obtain the freedom of the glory of the 
children of God. 22For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together 
in the pains of childbirth until now. 23And not only the creation, but we ourselves, 
who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for 
adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in this hope we were saved. 



Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? 25But if we hope 
for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
 26Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray 
for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for 
words. 27And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because 
the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand 
ALLELUIA  

 

 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 13:24–30, 36–43 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 24[Jesus] put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may 
be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field, 25but while his men were 
sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and went away. 26So 
when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared also. 27And the 
servants of the master of the house came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow 
good seed in your field? How then does it have weeds?’ 28He said to them, ‘An 
enemy has done this.’ So the servants said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and 
gather them?’ 29But he said, ‘No, lest in gathering the weeds you root up the wheat 
along with them. 30Let both grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I 
will tell the reapers, Gather the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, 
but gather the wheat into my barn.’” . . . 
 36Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples came to him, 
saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37He answered, “The 



one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man. 38The field is the world, and the good 
seed is the children of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, 39and the 
enemy who sowed them is the devil. The harvest is the close of the age, and the 
reapers are angels. 40Just as the weeds are gathered and burned with fire, so will it 
be at the close of the age. 41The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather 
out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers, 42and throw them into the 
fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43Then the 
righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, 
let him hear.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Please sit 
SERMON HYMN 892 Come, Ye Thankful People, Come 
 

 

 

 

 



SERMON Why God Delays the Lasers 
Pastor Mark Stapleton 

 
Please stand 
NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 



Please kneel  
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
  

P When we look at the storms gathering around us, many people are in dire 
straits. Let us pray for them, for the Church around the world, and all people 
in their various circumstances. 

 
For the human powers that be, that God would enable them to make and 
administer laws to order society within their borders and to establish peace 
across them, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Hear us, heavenly Father, as we pray in hope. 
  
P For the disenfranchised and homeless, the forgotten and oppressed, the 

unemployed and disheartened, that God would protect and defend them, open 
doors of opportunity for them, and move them to rely on Him for all their 
needs, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Hear us, heavenly Father, as we pray in hope. 
  
P For those near and dear to us in their illnesses, anger, grief, or despair, [especially 

. . .], and those whom we name in our hearts now [pause for silent prayer], that 
God would visit, relieve, strengthen, and renew them according to His gracious 
plan, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Hear us, heavenly Father, as we pray in hope. 
  
P For those who tend flocks and till the soil, who provide transportation and 

manage shops, who provide protection in their communities and defense of 
their nation, and who respond to sudden emergencies and work to increase 
health and wellbeing, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Hear us, heavenly Father, as we pray in hope. 
  
P For ourselves and all who come to the Lord’s Table in true faith, that God 

would bestow on us His forgiveness, life, and salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
C Hear us, heavenly Father, as we pray in hope. 
  
P These and any other things You would have us ask of You, heavenly Father, 
C grant to us for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, in whose name 

we pray. Amen. 
 



Please sit 
OFFERING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SOLO 

THIS TOUCH OF LOVE 
Alfred V. Fedak 

 

T 
 

Rebecca Hemminger, soprano 
Dr. Marc Brunelle, piano 

 
Please stand 
OFFERTORY Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

PREFACE 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you.  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord.  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who, out of love for His fallen creation, humbled Himself by 
taking on the form of a servant, becoming obedient unto death, even death upon 
a cross. Risen from the dead, He has freed us from eternal death and given us life 
everlasting. Therefore, with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 
saying: 

 

SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 
 

 



THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”  
 
In the same way also, He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death 
until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to 

eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and 
passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the 
dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So, 
remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be Thy name, thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
PAX DOMINI 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of 
reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 



AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 
 

Please sit 
SOLO 

Impromptu in D-flat Major Op. 86 
Gabriel Fauré (1845-1924) 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN 700 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

THE DISMISSAL 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body 
and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

THANK THE LORD 

 

 

 

 
 

 



POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

 
CLOSING HYMN 650 Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling
  

 

 

 

 



 
 
Please sit 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
POSTLUDE  
 

T 
 
SERVING IN WORSHIP 
Rev. Mark Stapleton, Homilist & Liturgist 
Dr. Marc Brunelle, Director of Music/Organist 
Rebecca Hemminger, Soprano 
Cecilia Roth, Harp 
Sue Kunz, Lector | 8:45am 
Bonnie Kane, Lector | 10:45am  
 
ALTAR FLOWERS 
Flowers at the Altar are given to the Glory of God by Marilyn Strombom in honor of her 
anniversary of becoming a member of St. John's congregation. 
 
MUSIC FUND OF ST. JOHN’S 

The Music Ministry at St. John’s is made possible through the generous 
support of our congregation by contributions to the Music Fund. These gifts 
enable us to provide inspiring sacred vocal and instrumental music that 
enriches our worship and glorifies God. 
  
The three pillars of Christian stewardship—time, talent, and treasure—are 
essential to sustaining and strengthening our music ministry. In that spirit, 

the Board of Worship invites you to prayerfully consider supporting the Music Fund. White 
contribution envelopes are available in the pews, and gifts may also be made online. 
  
We extend our heartfelt thanks to all who have contributed to the Music Fund this year. Your 
generosity helps ensure that the gift of sacred music continues to inspire our congregation and 
enhance our worship for years to come. 
 



Anonymous Donors Lynn Kahl Joann Pyritz 
Patricia Abernathy Ralph & Christine Kirchenberg Teena Rimmele 
Terrence & Amy Andel Rev Stephen & Nancy Knapp Clarice Rudolph 
Mark & Jennifer Behnke David & Denise Kreiss Gertrude Salvino 
Margery Bobysud Gintas & Carolyn Kriauciunas Arthur Schroeder 
Tom & Lynne Braun Jerry & Sara Kuker Cheryl Schultz 
Sharon Broz Andrew & Susan Kunz Alice Sekal 
Thomas & Mary Demski Rick & Kathryn Lange Greg & Linda Sensmeier 
Charles & Marilyn Ferro Peggy Medeiros Steve Sluka 
Dennis & Doreen Forret Vernon & Bonnie Mielke Bill Spicer 
Marie Fukar Ken & Raelyn Miller Laverna Stapleton 
Mary Grether Marjorie Newpher Rev Mark & Kristen Stapleton 
Martin & Cheryl Haugen Beverlyn O'Connor Marilyn Strombom 
Richard & Karen Herman James & Barbara Paulsen Kary Tosch - Higgins 
Christina Hermann Linda Pierson Steven & Jennifer Westol 
Harlan & Judyann Hirt Nancy Pilarczyk Winnefred Yelke 
Christopher Hubacek Marsha Poppie Stephen Zimmerman 

 Susan Prichodko  
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