
 

 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

 

 

 
 

ORDER OF DIVINE SERVICE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THIRD SUNDAY  
AFTER PENTECOST 

JUNE 14, 2026 



AS WE GATHER 
 
The only people in the Old Testament who needed freedom were those enslaved. 
The people in today’s Gospel who truly needed a Savior were like sheep without 
a shepherd, milling about without hope. The vast crowds of people who have 
inherited the sin of Adam are, as we once were, dead in trespasses and sin; they 

all need some good news! Today’s Readings move us into action! God promises that His 
people shall be priests, and priests convey the message of forgiveness to all burdened by sin. 
The gift of God’s Son abounds for many, Paul writes in the Epistle. And Jesus Himself tells us 
to proclaim as we go, “The kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matthew 10:7). Be ready to be 
moved into action! 

T  T 

PRELUDE   

TOLLING OF THE BELL 

WELCOME 

Please stand 
INVOCATION HYMN 834 O God, O Lord of Heaven and Earth 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76, alt. 
Tune: Jan O. Bender, 1909–94 
Text and tune: © 1967 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708390 

 
INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES 

P You shall be My treasured possession among all peoples, 
C for all the earth is Mine. 
  
P We also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
C through whom we have now received reconciliation. 
  
P Pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest 
C to send out laborers into His harvest. 
 

 



CONFESSION OF SINS & ABSOLUTION 
 
Please kneel or sit. Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and 
eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 
them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Please stand 
SERVICE OF THE WORD 

 
KYRIE Mark 10:47 
 

 

  

 

 
 



 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 
 

THE HYMN OF PRAISE: Gloria in Excelsis 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

Almighty, eternal God, in the Word of Your apostles and prophets You have 
proclaimed to us Your saving will. Grant us faith to believe Your promises that 
we may receive eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 
 

Please sit 



FIRST READING Exodus 19:2–8 

A The Old Testament Reading is from Exodus, chapter 19. 
  
 2[The people of Israel] set out from Rephidim and came into the wilderness of 
Sinai, and they encamped in the wilderness. There Israel encamped before the 
mountain, 3while Moses went up to God. The LORD called to him out of the 
mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the people of 
Israel: 4You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you 
on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. 5Now therefore, if you will indeed obey 
my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among all 
peoples, for all the earth is mine; 6and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and 
a holy nation. These are the words that you shall speak to the people of Israel.” 
 7So Moses came and called the elders of the people and set before them all these 
words that the LORD had commanded him. 8All the people answered together and 
said, “All that the LORD has spoken we will do.” And Moses reported the words of 
the people to the LORD. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM Psalm 100; antiphon: v. 5 

 

A 1Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth! 
 2Serve the LORD with gladness! 
 Come into his presence with singing! 

C 3Know that the LORD, he is God! 
 It is he who made us, and we are his; 
 we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 

A 4Enter his gates with thanksgiving, 
 and his courts with praise! 
 Give thanks to him; bless his name! 

C 5For the LORD is good; 
 his steadfast love endures forever, 
 and his faithfulness to all generations. 

 
  



EPISTLE Romans 5:6–15 
 

A The Epistle is from Romans, chapter 5. 
  
 6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7For 
one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one 
would dare even to die— 8but God shows his love for us in that while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us. 9Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his 
blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. 10For if while 
we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, 
now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. 11More than that, we also 
rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received 
reconciliation. 
 12Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through 
sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned— 13for sin indeed was in the 
world before the law was given, but sin is not counted where there is no law. 14Yet 
death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning was not like the 
transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one who was to come. 
 15But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man’s 
trespass, much more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one 
man Jesus Christ abounded for many. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand 
ALLELUIA John 6:68 
 

 

 
 

Text: Traditional 
Tune: Fintan O’Carroll , d. 1977 
Text: Public domain 
Tune: © 1985 Fintan O’Carroll and Christopher Walker, admin. OCP Publications. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708390 

 
 



HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 9:35—10:20 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the ninth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 35Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues 
and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every 
affliction. 36When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they 
were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37Then he said to his 
disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 38therefore pray 
earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” 
 1And he called to him his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean 
spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every disease and every affliction. 2The names 
of the twelve apostles are these: first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his 
brother; James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother; 3Philip and Bartholomew; 
Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 
4Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him. 
 5These twelve Jesus sent out, instructing them, “Go nowhere among the Gentiles 
and enter no town of the Samaritans, 6but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel. 7And proclaim as you go, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ 8Heal 
the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, cast out demons. You received without 
paying; give without pay. 9Acquire no gold nor silver nor copper for your belts, 10no 
bag for your journey, nor two tunics nor sandals nor a staff, for the laborer deserves 
his food. 11And whatever town or village you enter, find out who is worthy in it and 
stay there until you depart. 12As you enter the house, greet it. 13And if the house is 
worthy, let your peace come upon it, but if it is not worthy, let your peace return to 
you. 14And if anyone will not receive you or listen to your words, shake off the dust 
from your feet when you leave that house or town. 15Truly, I say to you, it will be 
more bearable on the day of judgment for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah than 
for that town. 
 16“Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves, so be wise as 
serpents and innocent as doves. 17Beware of men, for they will deliver you over to 
courts and flog you in their synagogues, 18and you will be dragged before governors 
and kings for my sake, to bear witness before them and the Gentiles. 19When they 
deliver you over, do not be anxious how you are to speak or what you are to say, 
for what you are to say will be given to you in that hour. 20For it is not you who 
speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.     
C    Praise to You, O Christ. 



Please sit 
SERMON HYMN 571 God Loved the World So That He Gave 
 

 

 

 
 
5 If you are sick, if death is near, 

This truth your troubled heart can cheer: 
Christ Jesus saves your soul from death; 
That is the firmest ground of faith. 

 
D 6 Glory to God the Father, Son, 

And Holy Spirit, Three in One! 
To You, O blessèd Trinity, 
Be praise now and eternally! 

 
SERMON The Love of the Father 

Pastor Mark Stapleton 
 
Please stand 
APOSTLES' CREED 
 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 



     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Please kneel 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 
according to their needs. 

 
Gracious Holy Spirit, grow the faith of all those who believe. Bring forth the 
fruit of holiness and supply them with opportunities to display that fruit for 
the sake of their neighbor. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Abiding Holy Spirit, be a companion for all who feel lonely and isolated and 

preserve them from depression and despair. Send us, Your people, to be visible 
and tangible witnesses that Your presence is with them always. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Ministering Holy Spirit, safeguard and support all those You have called into 

ministry. Encourage them amid the challenges of their Gospel work that they 
do not face the trials and triumphs of this mission alone. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Interceding Holy Spirit, plead for all who face sorrow, sickness, or adversity, 

comforting them with Your tender care, [especially . . .]. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
  
 



P Sanctifying Holy Spirit, strengthen Your church. Give all the baptized passion 
for Your Word, eagerness for service, and courage to reject the world’s faulty 
wisdom and misplaced priorities. Fan into flame hearts that might be a beacon 
for those in darkness. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Eternal Holy Spirit, preserve Your church until the day of the return of Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Father, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Please sit  
OFFERING 

 
 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 
 

Use these QR codes to give a one-time or recurring donation 
to the fund of your choice, by credit/debit card, or checking 
account. Thank you for your generosity. 

 
 

 
Please stand 
OFFERTORY Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 
 

 

 

 

Vanco Zelle 



 

 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 

 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
  



CLOSING HYMN 827 Hark, the Voice of Jesus Calling 

 

 

 

 
 

Text (st. 1): Daniel March, 1816–1909, alt.; (sts. 2–4): Stephen P. Starke, 1955 
Tune: Joseph Barnby, 1838–96 
Text (sts. 2–4): © 2001 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708390 
Text (st. 1) and tune: Public domain 

 
Please sit  
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
POSTLUDE  
  

 



SERVING IN WORSHIP 
Rev. Mark Stapleton, Homilist & Liturgist 
Dr. Marc Brunelle, Director of Music/Organist 
Art Schroeder, Lector | 8:00am 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS 
With Thanksgiving to God for many blessings received, and in loving memory of husband 
Ken Fukar, from Marie Fukar. 
 
MUSIC FUND OF ST. JOHN’S 
The Music Ministry at St. John’s is entirely supported by the generosity of 
our congregation through contributions to the Music Fund. This fund 
enables us to offer uplifting and inspirational sacred vocal and 
instrumental music that enriches our worship and glorifies God. 
The three pillars of Christian stewardship—time, talent, and treasure—
are essential for any music program to flourish and grow. In that spirit, 
the Board of Worship invites you to prayerfully consider supporting the Music Fund. White 
contribution envelopes are available in the pews, and online donations may also be made.  
 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
Divine Service, Setting Two from Lutheran Service Book. Unless otherwise indicated, 
Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), 
copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2026 Concordia 
Publishing House.   
 
SCHOOL NEWS 

 
"Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, 

for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these." Matthew 19:14 
 

Many families registered their children last week, including 7 students that are new to St. 
John's. We are so grateful to God for continuing to send us families that want their children 
to be at a Christ-centered school. 
 
The Board of Education is thankful for all our faithful volunteers already working with 
Special Events, Preschool chapel, music classes and library time. To support our growing 
school, please consider one or more of the following: 
 



1) Recommend our Preschool and Kindergarten to 
your family, friends and neighbors. 
2) Give or continue to give to the Annual Fund (goes 
directly to support the school.) 
3) Participate in TRIP program (goes toward school 
scholarship fund.) 
4) If you are a Thrivent client, you can direct your 
Choice Dollars to St. John's School by December 
31st. 
5) Pray for the school staff and Board of Education 
members, as well as more students and families that 
need to hear the Good News about Jesus. 
6) Volunteer to substitute for Amy in the church 
office when she is unable to work, as she is also a valued member of our school 
staff. 

 
The day school here at St. John's has always been a big outreach ministry of our church. Our 
school is smaller, but our mission remains the same - teaching children and their families 
about the love of Jesus while providing excellent academic education with a Christian 
worldview. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

EQUIPPING  T  ENGAGING  T  ENCOURAGING 
St. John’s Lutheran Church and School 

505 S. Park Rd. La Grange, IL 60525 
www.sjlagrange.com 

708-354-1690 
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