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WELCOME! TODAY WE CELEBRATE THE LORD’S HOLY COMMUNION 
 

For baptized Christians (Matthew 28:19) who have been instructed in the faith 
(Galatians 6:6), The Lord’s Supper is our participation in the body and blood of 
Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 10:16), as the one body of Christ (1 Corinthians 10:17), 
to receive forgiveness of sin (Matthew 26:28) and to proclaim the Lord’s death 

until He comes (1 Corinthians 11:26). 

So that those who partake of the Lord’s Supper do so in a worthy manner (1 Corinthians 11:27) 
and not to their harm (1 Corinthians 11:29), let us each examine ourselves (1 Corinthians 
11:28): 
 

• Do you believe that you are a sinner? That you have sinned in thought, word and deed? 
• Are you sorry for your sin? 
• Do you trust that Jesus Christ gives forgiveness of sin through His Supper? 
• Do you believe that the body and blood of Jesus are present in, with and under the bread and 

wine? 
• Do you seek to lead godly lives by the power of the Holy Spirit? 

Please speak to a pastor or usher if you have questions. Gluten-free wafers are provided upon 
request. Non-alcoholic grape juice is provided in the center of each communion tray. Those 
who are not communing may come forward for a blessing from the pastor. 
 
AS WE GATHER 

 
Polls tell us that many of us live in fear and struggle with depression. Jesus calls 
us not to be afraid—not because we have no enemies but because He is stronger 
than them all. God knows the score—from every bird that falls from the sky to 
every hair on our head. He has invested His love and mercy in us in Christ and 

will not turn away from us. This promise is sure. Because of this, we can surrender our fears 
of being known as His children. Everyone who confesses Him on earth, Christ will confess 
him before His Father in heaven. From this promise comes the strength to live the new life 
given to us in our Baptism and to make known what Christ has done by His death and 
resurrection—for us and for all the world. We are called to judge not by the times but by the 
promises of God. Neither will He disappoint us nor will He forsake us. 

 
 
 
 



THE PRELUDE   
 
THE TOLLING OF THE BELL 
 
WELCOME 
 
Please stand 
INVOCATION HYMN  659 Lord of Our Life 
 

 

 

 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 
INVOCATION 

 P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 C Amen. 

 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  



Please kneel 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Please stand 
SERVICE OF THE WORD 

 
KYRIE Mark 10:47 
 

 

  

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE: This Is the Feast 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

O God, because Your abiding presence always goes with us, keep us aware of 
Your daily mercies that we may live secure and content in Your eternal love; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  
C Amen. 

 
Please sit 
  



FIRST READING Jeremiah 20:7–13 
 

A The Old Testament Reading is from Jeremiah, chapter 20. 
  

7O LORD, you have deceived me, 
 and I was deceived; 
you are stronger than I, 
 and you have prevailed. 
I have become a laughingstock all the day; 
 everyone mocks me. 
8For whenever I speak, I cry out, 
 I shout, “Violence and destruction!” 
For the word of the LORD has become for me 
 a reproach and derision all day long. 
9If I say, “I will not mention him, 
 or speak any more in his name,” 
there is in my heart as it were a burning fire 
 shut up in my bones, 
and I am weary with holding it in, 
 and I cannot. 
10For I hear many whispering. 
 Terror is on every side! 
“Denounce him! Let us denounce him!” 
 say all my close friends, 
 watching for my fall. 
“Perhaps he will be deceived; 
 then we can overcome him 
 and take our revenge on him.” 
11But the LORD is with me as a dread warrior; 
 therefore my persecutors will stumble; 
 they will not overcome me. 
They will be greatly shamed, 
 for they will not succeed. 
Their eternal dishonor 
 will never be forgotten. 
12O LORD of hosts, who tests the righteous, 
 who sees the heart and the mind, 
let me see your vengeance upon them, 



 for to you have I committed my cause. 
13Sing to the LORD; 
 praise the LORD! 
For he has delivered the life of the needy 
 from the hand of evildoers.  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM Psalm 91:1–10 
 

A He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High 
will abide in the shadow of the Almighty. 

C I will say to the LORD, “My refuge and my fortress, 
my God, in whom I trust.” 

A For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler 
and from the deadly pestilence. 

C He will cover you with his pinions, 
and under his wings you will find refuge; 
his faithfulness is a shield and buckler. 

A You will not fear the terror of the night, 
nor the arrow that flies by day, 
nor the pestilence that stalks in darkness, 
nor the destruction that wastes at noonday. 

C A thousand may fall at your side, 
ten thousand at your right hand, 
but it will not come near you. 

A You will only look with your eyes 
and see the recompense of the wicked. 

C Because you have made the LORD your dwelling place— 
the Most High, who is my refuge— 
no evil shall be allowed to befall you, 
no plague come near your tent. 

  



EPISTLE Romans 6:12–23 
 

A The Epistle is from Romans, chapter 6. 
  
 12Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their 
passions. 13Do not present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, 
but present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, 
and your members to God as instruments for righteousness. 14For sin will have no 
dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace. 
 15What then? Are we to sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no 
means! 16Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient 
slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, 
or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17But thanks be to God, that you who 
were once slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to the standard of 
teaching to which you were committed, 18and, having been set free from sin, have 
become slaves of righteousness. 19I am speaking in human terms, because of your 
natural limitations. For just as you once presented your members as slaves to 
impurity and to lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present your 
members as slaves to righteousness leading to sanctification. 
 20When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21But 
what fruit were you getting at that time from the things of which you are now 
ashamed? The end of those things is death. 22But now that you have been set free 
from sin and have become slaves of God, the fruit you get leads to sanctification and 
its end, eternal life. 23For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal 
life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand 
ALLELUIA AND VERSE  
 

 

 



HOLY GOSPEL Luke 15:11–24 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifteenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 11And he said, “There was a man who had two sons. 
12And the younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give 
me the share of property that is coming to me.’ And he 
divided his property between them. 13Not many days later, 
the younger son gathered all he had and took a journey into 
a far country, and there he squandered his property in 
reckless living. 14And when he had spent everything, a 
severe famine arose in that country, and he began to be in 
need. 15So he went and hired himself out to one of the 
citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. 16And he was 
longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him anything. 
 
 17“But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants 
have more than enough bread, but I perish here with hunger! 18I will arise and go to 
my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before 
you. 19I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me as one of your hired 
servants.”’ 20And he arose and came to his father. But while he was still a long way 
off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed 
him. 21And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before 
you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22But the father said to his 
servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, 
and shoes on his feet. 23And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and 
celebrate. 24For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ 
And they began to celebrate.  
 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Please sit 



SERMON HYMN 504 Father Most Holy 
 

 

 

 
 
SERMON The Love of the Father… Part II 

Pastor Mark Stapleton 
 
Please stand 
NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 



     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Please kneel  
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
  

P We pray, O Lord, for Your holy church throughout the world. As at creation 
You spoke and it was created, so by Your mighty Word spoken into the hearts 
and through the witness of prophets and apostles, Your church has grown over 
all the earth throughout the ages. Continue to speak Your blessing and power 
to and through all pastors and teachers, and inspire the shared witness of all 
Your people to the joy and salvation of many people. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P As nations continue to be disrupted by conflicts and wars, send leaders who 
know and desire the ways of peace. Grant unity of purpose especially to our 
country that we may live in peace. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Loving God, we pray for all fathers – living and deceased - stepfathers, 

adoptive fathers, and foster fathers. Bless them with wisdom, patience, and 



strength. Grant them the grace to guide their children with love and to be 
models of integrity, compassion, and faith. Lord, in your mercy.  

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Hear our prayers for all who are in trouble, adversity, need, and sickness, 

[especially…]. Touch each one who calls on You with Your healing and steady 
hand and give them courage even in their trials. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Remembering all Your saints, the faithful who have gone before us, especially 

those most dear to us, keep us in firm faith all our days with the joyous prospect 
of the day of resurrection and life everlasting. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 

mercy; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C Amen. 
 

Please sit 
OFFERING 

 
 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 
 

Use these QR codes to give a one-time or recurring donation 
to the fund of your choice, by credit/debit card, or checking 
account. Thank you for your generosity. 

 
 

 
Please stand 
OFFERTORY Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 
 

 

 

Vanco Zelle 



 

 

 

 
 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

PREFACE 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you.  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord.  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company 
of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 
saying: 

 
SANCTUS 

 

 



 

 

 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”  
 
In the same way also, He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death 
until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to 

eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and 
passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the 
dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So, 
remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be Thy name, thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses 



as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
PAX DOMINI 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of 
reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 
 

AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 
 

Please sit 
  



DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 853 How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903–2000 
Tune: C. Hubert H. Parry, 1848–1918 
Text: © 1982 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708390 
Tune: Public domain 

  

Bartolomé Esteban Murillo, The Return of the Prodigal Son, c.1660, 
National Gallery of Ireland, Dublin, Ireland 



 750 If Thou But Trust in God to Guide Thee
  

 

 

 

 
 
Please stand 
THE DISMISSAL 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body 
and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

THANK THE LORD 

 

 



 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN 964 Lift Every Voice and Sing 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Please sit 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
POSTLUDE  
 
SERVING IN WORSHIP 
Rev. Mark Stapleton, Homilist & Liturgist 
Dr. Marc Brunelle, Director of Music/Organist 
Sue Kunz, Lector | 8:45am 
Bonnie Kane, Lector | 10:45am  
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