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JUNE 28, 2026 



AS WE GATHER 
 

Jesus has not come to calm the world but to lead us into battle. That battle is inside 
of us—the call to take up the cross, to deny self, and to follow Jesus. He has 
already won the victory over death and the devil, and now He works to sanctify 
us in this truth. While this might appear to be surrender, it is the only path to 

finding our lives and keeping them to everlasting life. We are bearers of this message to the 
world and accompanied with the promise that Christ is working in us and through us to make 
the Gospel known. Yet in the midst of this, we are encouraged that the smallest good work 
will not be overlooked by the Father, and those redeemed by Christ have a heavenly reward 
awaiting their faithful believing and living. 

PRELUDE   

TOLLING OF THE BELL 

WELCOME 

Please stand 
INVOCATION HYMN 696 O God, My Faithful God 
 

 

 

 

 



INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS & ABSOLUTION 
 
Please kneel or sit. Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Please stand 
SERVICE OF THE WORD 

 
KYRIE Mark 10:47 
 

 

  



 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 
 



THE HYMN OF PRAISE: This Is the Feast 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, by the working of Your Holy Spirit, grant that we may gladly 
hear Your Word proclaimed among us and follow its directing; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 
 

Please sit 
FIRST READING Jeremiah 28:5–9 

A The Old Testament Reading is from Jeremiah, chapter 28. 
  
 5Then the prophet Jeremiah spoke to Hananiah the prophet in the presence of the 
priests and all the people who were standing in the house of the LORD, 6and the 
prophet Jeremiah said, “Amen! May the LORD do so; may the LORD make the words 
that you have prophesied come true, and bring back to this place from Babylon the 
vessels of the house of the LORD, and all the exiles. 7Yet hear now this word that I 
speak in your hearing and in the hearing of all the people. 8The prophets who 
preceded you and me from ancient times prophesied war, famine, and pestilence 
against many countries and great kingdoms. 9As for the prophet who prophesies 
peace, when the word of that prophet comes to pass, then it will be known that the 
LORD has truly sent the prophet.” 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 



PSALM Psalm 119:153–160; antiphon: v. 154 

 

A Look on my affliction and deliver me, for I do not forget your law. 
C Plead my cause and redeem me;  
 give me life according to your promise!  
A Salvation is far from the wicked, for they do not seek your statutes. 
C Great is your mercy, O LORD; 

give me life according to your just decrees.  
A Many are my persecutors and my adversaries, 

but I do not swerve from your testimonies. 
C I look at the faithless with disgust, 

because they do not keep your commands  
A Consider how I love your precepts! 

Give me life according to your steadfast love. 
C The sum of your word is truth, and every one of your just  
 and  righteous decrees endures forever. 
 

EPISTLE Romans 7:15–25 
 

A The Epistle is from Romans, chapter 7. 
  
 15I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the 
very thing I hate. 16Now if I do what I do not want, I agree with the law, that it is 
good. 17So now it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me. 18For I 
know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh. For I have the desire to 
do what is right, but not the ability to carry it out. 19For I do not do the good I want, 
but the evil I do not want is what I keep on doing. 20Now if I do what I do not want, 
it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me. 
 21So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close at hand. 22For 
I delight in the law of God, in my inner being, 23but I see in my members another 
law waging war against the law of my mind and making me captive to the law of 
sin that dwells in my members. 24Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me 
from this body of death? 25Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So 
then, I myself serve the law of God with my mind, but with my flesh I serve the 
law of sin.  
 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 



Please stand 
ALLELUIA John 6:68 
 

 

 
 

Text: Traditional 
Tune: Fintan O’Carroll , d. 1977 
Text: Public domain 
Tune: © 1985 Fintan O’Carroll and Christopher Walker, admin. OCP Publications. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708390 

 
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 10:34–42 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the tenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 34[Jesus said:] “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have 
not come to bring peace, but a sword. 35For I have come to set a man against his 
father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her 
mother-in-law. 36And a person’s enemies will be those of his own household. 
37Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever 
loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 38And whoever does not 
take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39Whoever finds his life will lose 
it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 
 40“Whoever receives you receives me, and whoever receives me receives him who 
sent me. 41The one who receives a prophet because he is a prophet will receive a 
prophet’s reward, and the one who receives a righteous person because he is a 
righteous person will receive a righteous person’s reward. 42And whoever gives one 
of these little ones even a cup of cold water because he is a disciple, truly, I say to 
you, he will by no means lose his reward.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
Please sit 



SERMON HYMN 783 Take My Life and Let It Be 
 

 

 
 
5 Take my will and make it Thine, 

It shall be no longer mine; 
Take my heart, it is Thine own, 
It shall be Thy royal throne. 

 
6 Take my love, my Lord, I pour 

At Thy feet its treasure store; 
Take myself, and I will be 
Ever, only, all for Thee. 

 
SERMON The Master Conductor verses the Portsmouth Sinfonia 

Pastor Mark Stapleton 
 
Please stand 
APOSTLES' CREED 
 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 



     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Please kneel 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 
according to their needs. 

 
Lord, we give thanks for Your great rescue and the gift of forgiveness, life, and 
salvation in Jesus Christ, our Savior. Help us to cherish Your kingdom always. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer! 
  
P Lord, give us opportunities to share Your love with others and use the gifts You 

provide to the praise and honor of Your name. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer! 
  
P Lord, protect Your people, and protect Your Church throughout the world, that 

we be bold in our witness and always ready to serve in power of the Spirit. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer! 
  
P Lord, send Your Spirit into the hearts and minds of those who have wandered 

from the faith, and by Your Word of truth convict them and bring them to faith 
again in Jesus. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer! 
  
P Lord, be with, encourage, and sustain those who are struggling at this time, 

[especially . . .]. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer! 
  
P Lord, bless our work together in this place, through this ministry, as we entrust 

ourselves to Your guidance. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer!  
 



P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 
mercy; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen! 
 

Please sit  
OFFERING 

 
 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 
 

Use these QR codes to give a one-time or recurring donation 
to the fund of your choice, by credit/debit card, or checking 
account. Thank you for your generosity. 

 
 

 
Please stand 
OFFERTORY Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 
 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Vanco Zelle 



LORD’S PRAYER 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 

 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
  



CLOSING HYMN 685 Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626–81; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. 
Tune: Georg G. Boltze, 18th cent. 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708390 
Tune: Public domain 

 
 



Please sit  
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
POSTLUDE  

T    T 

 
SERVING IN WORSHIP 
Rev. Mark Stapleton, Homilist & Liturgist 
Dr. Marc Brunelle, Director of Music/Organist 
Sherrie Smith, Lector | 10:45am 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS 
Flowers today are given by Harlin and Judy Hirt in celebration of God’s blessings on their 
62nd Anniversary.  
 
The Altar Flowers for June 21, were given by Joann Pyritz for blessings received. 
 
MUSIC FUND OF ST. JOHN’S 
The Music Ministry at St. John’s is entirely supported by the generosity of 
our congregation through contributions to the Music Fund. This fund 
enables us to offer uplifting and inspirational sacred vocal and 
instrumental music that enriches our worship and glorifies God. 
The three pillars of Christian stewardship—time, talent, and treasure—
are essential for any music program to flourish and grow. In that spirit, 
the Board of Worship invites you to prayerfully consider supporting the Music Fund. White 
contribution envelopes are available in the pews, and online donations may also be made.  
 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
Divine Service, Setting Two from Lutheran Service Book. Unless otherwise indicated, 
Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), 
copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2026 Concordia 
Publishing House.   
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EQUIPPING  T  ENGAGING  T  ENCOURAGING 
St. John’s Lutheran Church and School 

505 S. Park Rd. La Grange, IL 60525 
www.sjlagrange.com 

708-354-1690 
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