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AS WE GATHER

In the season of Lent, we follow Jesus, moving ever closer to His Passion and cross.
By listening to His Word and receiving His body and blood, we learn to see Him
rightly. In the Old Testament Reading, Israel is shown to be a failure as God’s
8 servant: “He sees many things, but does not observe them; his ears are open, but
he does not hear” (Isaiah 42:20). Israel is blind and deaf to the truth. God’s true servant is the
One who suffers (see Isaiah 52-53). That Suffering Servant will open the eyes of the blind and
the ears of the deaf. In the Epistle, believers are called “children of light” (Ephesians 5:8) and
called to walk in the Light. Believers walk in the Light who is Christ (John 9:5) as they wait
for His glory to be fully revealed: “when anything is exposed by the light, it becomes visible,
for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, “Awake, O sleeper, and arise from
the dead, and Christ will shine on you’” (Ephesians 5:13-14).

PRELUDE

TOLLING OF THE BELL & WELCOME

Stand
OPENING HYMN 571 God Loved the World So That He Gave

Choir will sing verse 3 | 8:00am
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1 God loved the world so that He gave His on - ly
2 Christ Je - sus is the ground of faith, Who was made
3 God would not have the sin - ner die; His Son with
4 Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son For - gives all
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Son the lost to save, That all who would in
flesh and suf - fered death; All then who trust in
sav - ing  grace is  nigh; His  Spir - it in the
sins which  you have done; And, jus - ti - fied by
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Him be - lieve Should ev - er - last - ing life re - ceive.
Him a - lone Are  built on  this chief cor - ner -stone.

Word de-clares How we in Christ are heav - en’s heirs.
Je - sus’ blood, Your Bap-tism grants the high - est good.



The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
EXHORTATION

(P)

In the name of the Father and of the "I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES

REREFRE

Hear my prayer, O LORD; give ear to my pleas for mercy!

In Your faithfulness answer me, in Your righteousness!

I remember the days of old; I meditate on all that You have done;
I ponder the work of Your hands.

Teach me to do Your will, for You are my God!

Let Your good Spirit lead me on level ground!

Kneel or sit | Sacred silence for meditation and reflection

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Stand
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With my voice I cry out to the LORD;
with my voice I plead for mercy to the LORD.

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we were born in utter sin. To this day and
by nature, we have eyes that do not see and ears that do not hear. We have
trusted in the things we have made rather than You. Our thoughts, words, and
actions have been unfruitful and dark. We have been blind to our sin, but You
have seen it. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, open our eyes. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. Jesus is the light of the world and your salvation. He
has enlightened you with His gifts and given you ears to hear Jesus” words. It is
He who is speaking to you. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the "} Son
and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



SERVICE OF THE WORD
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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let us pray to the Lord.

Mark 10:47
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra-cious Lord.

A - men.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P) Letus pray.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and
though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and
provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily
acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve
You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Sit
OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 42:14-21

The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, chapter 42.

“For a long time I have held my peace;
I have kept still and restrained myself;

now I will cry out like a woman in labor;
I will gasp and pant.

5] will lay waste mountains and hills,
and dry up all their vegetation;

I will turn the rivers into islands,



and dry up the pools.
1°And I will lead the blind
in a way that they do not know,
in paths that they have not known
I will guide them.
I will turn the darkness before them into light,
the rough places into level ground.
These are the things I do,
and I do not forsake them.
"They are turned back and utterly put to shame,
who trust in carved idols,
who say to metal images,
“You are our gods.”

8Hear, you deaf,
and look, you blind, that you may see!

YWho is blind but my servant,
or deaf as my messenger whom I send?

Who is blind as my dedicated one,
or blind as the servant of the LORD?

2He sees many things, but does not observe them;
his ears are open, but he does not hear.

2'The LORD was pleased, for his righteousness’ sake,
to magnify his law and make it glorious.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

With my voice I cry out to the LORD;

with my voice I plead for mercy to the LORD.
I pour out my complaint before him;

I tell my trouble before him.

When my spirit faints within me,

you know my way!

In the path where I walk

they have hidden a trap for me.

Psalm 142; antiphon: v. 5



Look to the right and see:
there is none who takes notice of me;
no refuge remains to me;
no one cares for my soul.
I cry to you, O LORD;
I say, “You are my refuge,
my portion in the land of the living.”
Attend to my cry,
for I am brought very low!
Deliver me from my persecutors,
for they are too strong for me!
Bring me out of prison,
that I may give thanks to your name!
The righteous will surround me,
for you will deal bountifully with me.

EPISTLE Ephesians 5:8-14

Stand

The Epistle is from Ephesians, chapter 5.

SFor at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as
children of light °(for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true),
vand try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. ""Take no part in the unfruitful works
of darkness but instead expose them. ?For it is shameful even to speak of the things
that they do in secret. *But when anything is exposed by the light, it becomes visible,
4for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore, it says,

“Awake, O sleeper,
and arise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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LENTEN GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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HoLY GOSPEL John 9:1-41

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the ninth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

1As [Jesus] passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2And his disciples asked him,
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus answered,
“It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be
displayed in him. ‘We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night
is coming, when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the
world.” *Having said these things, he spat on the ground and made mud with the
saliva. Then he anointed the man’s eyes with the mud 7and said to him, “Go, wash in
the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went and washed and came back seeing.

$The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar were saying, “Is this
not the man who used to sit and beg?” “Some said, “It is he.” Others said, “No, but he
is like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 1°So they said to him, “Then how were
your eyes opened?” '"He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud and anointed
my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.” So I went and washed and received
my sight.” ?They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.”

5They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. *Now it was
a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. '5So the Pharisees again
asked him how he had received his sight. And he said to them, “He put mud on my
eyes, and I washed, and I see.” “Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from
God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a



Sit

sinner do such signs?” And there was a division among them. 7So they said again to
the blind man, “What do you say about him, since he has opened your eyes?” He said,
“He is a prophet.”

85The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight, until
they called the parents of the man who had received his sight ?and asked them, “Is
this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 20His parents
answered, “We know that this is our son and that he was born blind. 2!But how he
now sees we do not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of
age. He will speak for himself.” 2(His parents said these things because they feared
the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone should confess Jesus to be
Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue.) *Therefore his parents said, “He is of
age; ask him.”

%S0 for the second time they called the man who had been blind and said to him,
“Give glory to God. We know that this man is a sinner.” He answered, “Whether he
is a sinner I do not know. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.”
%They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” ¥He
answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want
to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 22And they reviled him,
saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. ?We know that God has
spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” *¥The
man answered, “Why, this is an amazing thing! You do not know where he comes
from, and yet he opened my eyes. 3'We know that God does not listen to sinners, but
if anyone is a worshiper of God and does his will, God listens to him. 3Never since
the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a man born blind.
3f this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” *#They answered him, “You
were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?” And they cast him out.

%Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do you
believe in the Son of Man?” *He answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe in
him?” ¥Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and it is he who is speaking to you.”
%¥He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. **Jesus said, “For judgment I came
into this world, that those who do not see may see, and those who see may become
blind.” “Some of the Pharisees near him heard these things, and said to him, “Are we
also blind?” #Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would have no guilt; but now
that you say, “We see,” your guilt remains.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



SERMON Was Blind But Now I See
Pastor Mark Stapleton
SERMON HYMN 744 Amazing Grace
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now am  found, Was blind but now I see!
por - tion be As long  as life en - dures.
safe thus far, His grace will lead me home.
then pre - vail In heav - en’s joy and peace.
sing God’s praise Than when  we’d first be - gun.
Stand
NICENE CREED

I believe in one God,

the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,



Kneel

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life -I- of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

(P) Let us pray for the whole church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people

according to their needs.
Gracious Lord, shine Your light of mercy and grace into our darkened hearts of
sin and eyes blinded to Your will and ways, so that we know the fullness of Your
forgiveness, life, and peace. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Healing Lord, shine Your light of peace and healing to all who seek relief, for the
sick and dying, for those troubled physically, spiritually, emotionally, and
mentally, and for the grieving and the dying, that Your comfort be known,
[especially . . .]. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.
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Sit
OFFERING

Lord of all nations, shine Your light to all places in this world and to the leaders
of cities, states, and countries, that Your light guide and direct them so that peace
be had and justice faithfully served. Give courage and diligence to all who work
to defend liberties and life, and to those who speak for those who cannot speak
for themselves. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Lord of the Church, shine Your light upon all You have enabled to speak and
proclaim Your Word. Be with our congregation, that we remain united in truth,
love, faith, and service. Give courage to live as Your witnesses, that many who
remain in darkness rejoice in the light of truth. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Lord of all seasons, in this season of Lent shine Your light upon us as we examine
ourselves, see our sins, and know our need for a Savior. As we continue to follow
Christ to the cross, draw our hearts and minds to You and the joys that await.
Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your
mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

MAIL

505 S Park Road
La Grange IL 60525

, 0 3‘4‘#{’-
directpay@stjohnslagrange.org

ANTHEM (8:00am) I CAUSED THY GRIEF

Paul Manz (1919-2009)

I caused thy grief and sighing,
by evils multiplying as countless as the sands.
I caused the woes un-numbered with which thy soul is cumbered,
thy sorrow raised by wicked hands.



OFFERTORY

What shall I ren-der to the Lord for all His ben-e-fits to
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SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

PREFACE
(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
(P} Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
) Ttis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil and gave His life as a
ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to



celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore, with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying;:

SANCTUS
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God  of pow’r and might:
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also, He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My *I- blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This
do as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST

(P} As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death
until He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.



P} O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to
eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and
passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the
dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So
remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;

give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

PAX DOMINI John 20:19

(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of
reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22-24; Eph. 4:1-3).

AGNUS DEI John 1:29
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have

o) . . | P— | ,

O o ——ta—

mer-cy onus. Lamb of God,You take a-way the sin of the




o] . g —
[ | | | A I [ [ [ | | [ I I ]
. ! /
world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the
o) ‘ p— . . ‘
A — | I — I —— H
B> e o . == s
Q) [« ~ N
sin of the world; grant us peace.
DISTRIBUTION HYMN 849 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness
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Well
praise

comes liv - ing wa - ter,
the true Re - deem -er,

Text: Rusty Edwards, 1955

Tune: The Sacred Harp, 1844, Philadelphia

Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708390
Tune: Public domain

Quench-ing thirst in

Praise

the One who makes us

ev - ry land.
one.



545 Word of God, Come Down on Earth
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heav’n de - scend - ing; Touch our hearts and bring to birth
life cre - a - tion, Word that came from heav’n to die,

mor - tal blind - ness; Deaf we are: our heal - er be;
yond all tell - ing, Word that sends us from a - bove,
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Faith and hope and love wun -end - ing. Word al - might -y,

Cru - ci - fied for our sal - va - tion, Sav - ing Word, the

Loose our tongues to tell Your kind - ness. Be our Word in

God the Spir - it, with wus dwell - ing, Word of truth, to
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we re - vere You; Word made flesh, we long to hear You.
world re - stor -ing, Speak to us, Your love out-pour - ing.
pit -y spo - ken, Heal the world, by sin now bro - ken.
all truth lead us; Word of life, with one bread feed us.

Text: James Quinn, 1919-2010

Tune: Johann Rudolph Ahle, 1625-73, alt.

Text: © 1969 OCP Publications. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708390
Tune: Public domain

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:

THE DISMISSAL

(P} Thebody and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body
and soul to life everlasting. Depart *I in peace.
Amen.



NUNC DIMITTIS Luke 2:29-32
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.
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PosT-COMMUNION COLLECT

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24-26

(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.
Amen.



Sit
ANNOUNCEMENTS

SOLEMN BELL TOLL

The congregation is asked to leave the sanctuary in silence
out of observance of the penitential nature of the season of Lent

T

SERVING IN WORSHIP

Rev. Mark Stapleton, Homilist & Liturgist

Dr. Marc Brunelle, Director of Music/Organist
Cantata Choir of St. John’s | 8:00am

Lynne Braun, Lector | 8:00am

Bonnie Kane, Lector | 10:45am

L.eNTEN SERMON SERIES:
The Seven Last Words of Christ

WEDNESDAY VESPERS | Wednesday, March 18

6:00pm Fellowship Dinner
; 7:00pm Service
bl W WEDNESDAY VESPERS | Wednesday, March 25
Lenten Ves/] oS 6:00pm Fellowship Dinner
R S S

7:00pm Service
LENTEN VESPERS are evening prayer services held during Lent, focusing on reflection,
repentance, and preparation for Easter. Common in Catholic, Lutheran, and Orthodox
traditions, these services typically occur on Wednesdays, featuring psalms, scripture, the
Magnificat, and prayers that contemplate Christ's passion and sacrifice.

Music FUND OF ST. JOHN’S

3A, The Music Ministry at St. John’s is entirely supported by the generosity of our
. ‘ — congregation through contributions to the Music Fund. This fund enables us to
N s Offer uplifting and inspirational sacred vocal and instrumental music that
USLE . . e
Findat St Jutn's enriches our worship and glorifies God.

The three pillars of Christian stewardship—time, talent, and treasure—are
essential for any music program to flourish and grow. In that spirit, the Board of Worship invites



you to prayerfully consider supporting the Music Fund. White contribution envelopes are
available in the pews, and online donations may also be made.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible,
English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good
News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service
Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House

Doly Week & EASTER SUNOAY

AT ST. JODN’s

T
Dboly Week

PALM SUNDAY
Sl.}nday, March 29 @ 8:00am & 10:45am (Cantata Choir)

MAUNDY THURSDAY
‘ Thursday, April 2 @ 7:00pm (Cantata Choir)

GOOD FRIDAY SUNG PASSION ACCORDING TO JOHN
Friday, April 3 @ 3:00pm (Cantata Choir)

GOOD FRIDAY TENEBRAE SERVICE WITH THE SUNG PASSION
Friday, April 3 @ 7:00pm (Cantata Choir)

CASTER SUNOAY

EASTER SUNDAY WITH CHOIR, BRASS & TIMPANI
Sunday, April 5@ 8:00am & 10:45am
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