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WELCOME! TODAY WE CELEBRATE THE LORD’S HOLY COMMUNION

i (Galatians 6:6), The Lord’s Supper is our participation in the body and blood of

- Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 10:16), as the one body of Christ (1 Corinthians 10:17),

—_— to receive forgiveness of sin (Matthew 26:28) and to proclaim the Lord’s death
until He comes (1 Corinthians 11:26).

? For baptized Christians (Matthew 28:19) who have been instructed in the faith

So that those who partake of the Lord’s Supper do so in a worthy manner (1 Corinthians 11:27)
and not to their harm (1 Corinthians 11:29), let us each examine ourselves (1 Corinthians
11:28):

e Do you believe that you are a sinner? That you have sinned in thought, word and deed?

e Are you sorry for your sin?

e Do you trust that Jesus Christ gives forgiveness of sin through His Supper?

e Do you believe that the body and blood of Jesus are present in, with and under the bread and
wine?

e Do you seek to lead godly lives by the power of the Holy Spirit?

Please speak to a pastor or usher if you have questions. Gluten-free wafers are provided upon
request. Non-alcoholic grape juice is provided in the center of each communion tray. Those
who are not communing may come forward for a blessing from the pastor.

AS WE GATHER

Jesus looks brilliant! As language changes, sometimes the most basic meanings
of words change and expand with the times. For generations, the English word
brilliant meant simply something that shines or radiates light. The word is
thought to be derived from the prized gemstone beryl, which is mentioned in
both the Old Testament book of Daniel (10:6) and the book of Revelation (21:20). Jesus’
garments became “white as light,” Matthew writes (17:2), in a way that mirrors Psalm 104,
where the psalmist writes of God: “You are clothed with splendor and majesty, covering
Yourself with light as with a garment” (vv. 1-2). As He stands on the mountaintop with Moses
and Elijah, Jesus is shining, radiant, and brilliant. An expanded meaning of the word brilliant
is “perfect, amazing, and wonderful.” Jesus on the mountaintop is brilliant as He discusses
how He will carry out God’s plan of our salvation with two of the best coaches ever, Moses
and Elijah. Jesus does not just look brilliant—He is brilliant!




THE PRELUDE

THE TOLLING OF THE BELL

WELCOME
Stand
INVOCATION HYMN 400 Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning
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1 Bright - est and  best of the stars of the morn-ing,
2 Cold on His cra - dle the dew - drops are shin - ing;
3 Shall we not yield Him, in cost - ly de - vo - tion,
4 Vain - ly we of - fer each am - ple ob - la - tion,
5 Bright - est and  best of the stars of the morn-ing,
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Dawn on our dark - ness and lend us thine aid;
Low lies His head with the Dbeasts of the stall;
Fra - grance of E - dom and of - f’rings di - vine,
Vain - ly with gifts would His fa - vor se - cure.
Dawn on our dark - ness and lend us thine aid;
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Star of the East, the ho - ri - zon a - dorn - ing,
An - gels a - dore Him in slam - ber re - clin - ing,
Gems of the moun - tain and  pearls of the o - cean,
Rich - er by far is the  heart’s ad - o - ra - tion;
Star of the East, the ho - ri - zon a - dorn - ing,
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Guide where our in - fant Re - deem - er s laid.
Mak - er and Mon - arch and Sav - ior of all.
Myrrth from the for - est and gold from the mine?
Dear - er to God are the prayers of the poor.
Guide where our in - fant Re - deem - er s laid.
INVOCATION
(P) In the name of the Father and of the I Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.




OPENING SENTENCES
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The Mighty One, God the LORD, speaks and summons the earth from the rising
of the sun to its setting.
Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God shines forth.

May God be gracious to us and bless us and make His face to shine upon us.
Let the peoples praise You, O God; let all the peoples praise You!

For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,”
has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God
in the face of Jesus Christ.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

()

Kneel

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

CONFESSION OF SINS

(P)

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present
and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and
walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

ABSOLUTION

P

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Stand
SERVICE OF THE WORD

KYRIE Mark 10:47

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,

and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.

A\

s

Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra-cious Lord.
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A - men.

THIS IS THE FEAST
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.
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1 — Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose
2 Pow - er, rich - es, wis-dom,and strength, and
3 Sing with  all the peo - ple of God, and
4 Bless - ing, hon -or, glo - ry, and might be to
5 For the Lamb_ who was slain has be -
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blood set us free to be peo - ple of God. Refrain
hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are His. Refrain
join in the hymn of all cre - a - tion: Stanza 4
God and the Lamb for -ev-er. A - men. Refrain

gun His reign. Al -le - lu - ia.  Final Refrain



A u Final Refrain — ﬁ‘

This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P} Letus pray.
O God, in the glorious transfiguration of Your beloved Son You confirmed the
mysteries of the faith by the testimony of Moses and Elijjah. In the voice that came
from the bright cloud You wonderfully foreshowed our adoption by grace.
Mercifully make us co-heirs with the King in His glory and bring us to the fullness
of our inheritance in heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Sit
OLD TESTAMENT READING Exodus 24:8-18

The Old Testament Reading is from Exodus, chapter 24.

8And Moses took the blood and threw it on the people and said, “Behold the blood
of the covenant that the LORD has made with you in accordance with all these words.”

‘Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel went
up, Yand they saw the God of Israel. There was under his feet as it were a pavement
of sapphire stone, like the very heaven for clearness. 'And he did not lay his hand on
the chief men of the people of Israel; they beheld God, and ate and drank.

2The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and wait there, that I
may give you the tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, which I have
written for their instruction.” 350 Moses rose with his assistant Joshua, and Moses
went up into the mountain of God. *And he said to the elders, “Wait here for us until



we return to you. And behold, Aaron and Hur are with you. Whoever has a dispute,
let him go to them.”

5Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. *The
glory of the LORD dwelt on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six days. And on the
seventh day he called to Moses out of the midst of the cloud. "Now the appearance of
the glory of the LORD was like a devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight
of the people of Israel. ®Moses entered the cloud and went up on the mountain. And
Moses was on the mountain forty days and forty nights.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 2:6-12; antiphon: v. 6

As for me, I have set my King
on Zion, my holy hill.”
I will tell of the decree:
The LORD said to me, “You are my Son;
today I have begotten you.
Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage,
and the ends of the earth your possession.
You shall break them with a rod of iron
and dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.”
Now therefore, O kings, be wise;
be warned, O rulers of the earth.
Serve the LORD with fear,
and rejoice with trembling.
Kiss the Son,
lest he be angry, and you perish in the way,
for his wrath is quickly kindled.
Blessed are all who take refuge in him.

EPISTLE 2 Peter 1:16-21
The Epistle is from 2 Peter, chapter 1.

1*For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the
power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty.



7For when he received honor and glory from God the Father, and the voice was borne
to him by the Majestic Glory, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased,”
8we ourselves heard this very voice borne from heaven, for we were with him on the
holy mountain. YAnd we have something more sure, the prophetic word, to which
you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day
dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts, ’knowing this first of all, that no
prophecy of Scripture comes from someone’s own interpretation. ??For no prophecy
was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried
along by the Holy Spirit.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
ALLELUIA AND VERSE John 6:68
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Al-le - lu -ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

HoOLY GOSPEL Matthew 17:1-9

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the seventeenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

IAfter six days Jesus took with him Peter and James, and John his brother, and led
them up a high mountain by themselves. 2And he was transfigured before them, and
his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became white as light. 3And behold, there
appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. ‘And Peter said to Jesus, “Lord,
it is good that we are here. If you wish, I will make three tents here, one for you and
one for Moses and one for Elijah.” *He was still speaking when, behold, a bright cloud
overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my beloved Son, with
whom I am well pleased; listen to him.” *When the disciples heard this, they fell on
their faces and were terrified. 7But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Rise, and
have no fear.” $And when they lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only.



°And as they were coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded them, “Tell no
one the vision, until the Son of Man is raised from the dead.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Stand

Sit
SERMON HYMN 413 O Wondrous Type! O Vision Fair
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Which Christ up - on the moun - tain shows,
And  from the  cloud the Ho - ly One
What glo - 1y shall be theirs a bove
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Where bright - er than the sun He glows!
Bears rec - ord to the on - ly Son.
Who joy in God with per - fect love.
The voice of prayer, the hymn of praise.
To see Thy glo ry face to face.
SERMON The Mountain
Pastor Mark Stapleton



NICENE CREED

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life -I- of the world to come. Amen.



Kneel

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
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Dear heavenly Father, on the Mount of Transfiguration, Jesus revealed His light
and glory to Peter, James, and John. Embolden us to proclaim Christ’s light and
glory to the ends of the earth. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Lord, Peter, James, and John heard Your voice on the mountaintop. Help us to
heed Your voice and Your Word that comes to us in the Scriptures. Strengthen us
to listen to Your voice rather than the voice the world. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Lord, comfort all those who are suffering in grief, [especially . . .]. Console them
with the hope of the resurrection to eternal peace and life. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Lord, Peter reminds us that no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man,
but all prophets are carried along by the Holy Spirit. Send Your Spirit to call,
gather, enlighten, sanctify, and keep Your people. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Lord, You have shined the light of Christ on the world. Help us reflect Your light
to those who are experiencing the darkness of the world. Bring community to the
lonely, stability to those in transition, and safety to all those who have suffered
abuse. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Lord, look with favor upon all who are sick, injured, and recovering, [especially . .
.]. Have mercy upon them and heal them according to Your good and gracious
will. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Lord, we commend all of these things to Your infinite mercies, which are new
every morning. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.



Sit
OFFERING

IN-PERSON MAIL
505 S Park Road

La Grange IL 60525 Ok e e
directpay@stjohnslagrange.org

ANTHEM | 10:45am

I WANT TO WALK AS A CHILD OF THE LIGHT
Arr. Richard Erickson

I want to walk as a child of the light; I want to follow Jesus.

Stand
OFFERTORY Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19
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SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

PREFACE
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SANCTUS

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who at His transfiguration revealed His glory to His disciples
that they might be strengthened to proclaim His cross and resurrection and with
all the faithful look forward to the glory of life everlasting. Therefore with angels
and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying;:

o) | — ‘ |
e ——— } — q—P—P—o—1
| - — —* H— ‘{ I |
I y |4 ' ' I
Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God  of pow’r and might:
| | | [\ [ [ ] | |
XV I | [
o ‘ — = |
Heav-en and earth are full of Your glo-ry. Ho - san-na. Ho -
o) .
I | s [ [T [ I [ | [ I ]
[ [ [ I [ | [
Q) [ [ y P—— |
san-na. Ho - san - nainthe high-est. Bless-ed is He who
o) | |

| | I I P
O

comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.



THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also, He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My *I- blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST

(P} As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death
until He comes.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

) O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to
eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and
passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the
dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So,
remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name, thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

PAX DOMINI

(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of
reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22-24; Eph. 4:1-3).



AGNUS DEI
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the

sin of the world;

have

1
b A [ A
v

I —
I

I
[ [
[ [
HeSs | N~ [
isl i & [~ [

., o * & o 5 o o i
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world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the

sin of the world; grant us peace.
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 395 O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright
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ter, You have won Our hearts to serve You on - ly!
es of a tree, Your life our lives sup - ply - ing.
with heav’n-ly food. You are our dear - est trea - sure!
here and a - bove: This is  Your great sal - va - tion.
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Low - ly, ho - 1ly! Great and glo-rious, All vic - to -rious,
Now, though dai - 1ly Earth’s deep sad-ness May per - plex us
Let Your mer - cy Warm andcheer us! O draw near us!
Al - le - lu - ia! Christ the liv-ing, To us  giv - ing
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Rich in bless-ing! Rule and might o’er all pos - sess - ing!
And dis-tress us, Yet with heav’n-1ly joy You bless us.
For You teach us God’s own love through You has reached us.
Life for - ev - er, Keeps us Yours and fails us nev - er!

Text: tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt.

Text and tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708390
Tune: Public domain

523 O Word of God Incarnate
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1 O Word of God in - car-nate, O Wis - dom from on high,

2 The Church from You, dear Mas-ter, Re-ceived the gift di - vine;

3 O make Your Church, dear Sav-ior, A lamp of bur - nished gold
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O Truth un-changed, un-chang-ing, O  Light of our dark sky:
And still that light is lift - ed O’er all the earth to shine.
To bear be - fore the na-tions Your true light as of old!
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We praise You for the ra- diance That from the hal-lowed page,

It is the chart and com - pass That, all life’s voy - age through,
O teach Your wan-d’ring pil - grims By this their path to trace
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A lan - tern to our foot-steps, Shines on from age to age.
Mid mists and rocks and quick-sands Still guides, O Christ, to You.
Till, clouds and dark-ness end - ed, They see You face to face!
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THE DISMISSAL

P

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in

body and soul to life everlasting. Depart "I+ in peace.

Amen.
THANK THE LORD
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-"ry-one what He has done.
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le -lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
BENEDICTION
(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
Amen.

Numbers 6:24-26



CLOSING HYMN 620 Jesus Comes Today with Healing
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3 Un - der bread and wine, though low - ly, I re - ceive the
4 God de - scends with heav’n - ly pow - er, Gives Him - self to
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door, ap - peal-ing, Of - f’ring par - don, grace, and peace.
wine a - bid - ing In this ho - ly sac - ra - ment,

Sav - ior ho - ly, Blood and bod - vy, giv’n for me,
me this hour In this or - di - nar - y sign
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He Him - self makes prep - a - ra - tion, And I hear His

Gives the bread of life, once bro-ken, And the cup, the
Ver - y Lamb of God from heav-en, Who to bit - ter
On my tongue His pledge re - ceiv-ing, I ac - cept His
o) .
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in - vi - ta - tion: “Come and taste the bless - ed feast.”
pre - cious to - ken of His sa - cred cov - e - nant.
death was giv - en, Hung wup - on the curs - ed tree.
grace, be - liev - ing That I taste His love di - vine.

Text: Heinrich Puchta, 1808-58; tr. David W. Rogner, 1960
Tune: Johann Lohner, 1645-1705; adapt. Johann Balthasar Konig, 1691-1758
Text: © David W. Rogner. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708390
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SERVING IN WORSHIP

Rev. Mark Stapleton, Homilist & Liturgist

Dr. Marc Brunelle, Director of Music/Organist
The Cantata Choir of St. John’s | 10:45am

, Lector | 8:00am

, Lector | 10:45am



Music FUND OF ST. JOHN’S

The Music Ministry at St. John's is entirely supported by the generosity of
our congregation through contributions to the Music Fund. This fund
enables us to offer uplifting and inspirational sacred vocal and
instrumental music that enriches our worship and glorifies God.

The three pillars of Christian stewardship —time, talent, and treasure—are
essential for any music program to flourish and grow. In that spirit, the
Board of Worship invites you to prayerfully consider supporting the Music Fund. White
contribution envelopes are available in the pews, and online donations may also be made.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book. Unless otherwise indicated,
Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®),
copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by
permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia
Publishing House.
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