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AS WE GATHER 
 

Adam and Jesus are a study in contrasts. Where man in the Garden of Eden was 
weak before the devil’s wiles, Jesus returns the words of Satan with the Word of 
God. In so doing, He does not simply repeat words but expresses His trust and 
confidence in the Father. The Spirit led Jesus to the place of temptation knowing 

that Jesus knew what Adam forgot. Thanks be to God the error of Adam is not like the gift of 
God in Christ. What Adam lost, Christ won and not for Himself but for all who believe in 
Him. The family of sinners born with Adam’s sin is contrasted with the sons and daughters 
of righteousness born of Christ and His atoning work. Everyone suffers from Adam’s sin but 
only those who believe know the saving fruits of Christ’s holy obedience. 
 
PRELUDE 

TOLLING OF THE BELL & WELCOME 

Stand 

OPENING HYMN                      418 O Lord, throughout These Forty Days 
 

 

 

 

Text: based on Claudia F. Hernaman, 1838–98; para. Gilbert E. Doan, 1930–2024 
Tune: The Psalmes of David in Prose and Meeter, 1635, Edinburgh 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708390 
Tune: Public domain 



 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES 

P As you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him. 
C I have come down to deliver them.  
P If anyone keeps My word, he will never see death. 
C In [Christ] the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily.  
P Our help is in the name of the LORD, 
C who made heaven and earth. 

 
Kneel 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P I acknowledged my sin to You. 
C I did not cover up my iniquity.  
P I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD.” 
C And You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
  

Silence for meditation and reflection. 
  
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your punishment now and 
forever. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. Forgive me all my sins and grant me the 
power of Your Holy Spirit that I may amend my sinful life. 

  
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His 



 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son T and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
  
P May He who began this good work within you bring it to completion on the day 

of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
C Amen. 
 

Stand 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 
KYRIE  
 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 



 

 
  

 

 

 

  

 
 

 
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you.  
P Let us pray. 

O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the wilderness and brought 
them to the promised land. Guide the people of Your Church that following our 
Savior we may walk through the wilderness of this world toward the glory of the 
world to come; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 
 

Sit 



 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 3:1–21 
 

A The Old Testament Reading is from Genesis, chapter 3. 
  
 1Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD 
God had made. 
 He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the 
garden’?” 2And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in 
the garden, 3but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst 
of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” 4But the serpent said to the 
woman, “You will not surely die. 5For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes 
will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6So when the 
woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and 
that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she 
also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. 7Then the eyes of both 
were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together 
and made themselves loincloths. 
 8And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the 
day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God 
among the trees of the garden. 9But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, 
“Where are you?” 10And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was 
afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” 11He said, “Who told you that you were 
naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12The man 
said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I 
ate.” 13Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The 
woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 
 14The LORD God said to the serpent, 

“Because you have done this, 
 cursed are you above all livestock 
 and above all beasts of the field; 
on your belly you shall go, 
 and dust you shall eat 
 all the days of your life. 
15I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
 and between your offspring and her offspring; 



 

he shall bruise your head, 
 and you shall bruise his heel.” 

 16To the woman he said, 

“I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; 
 in pain you shall bring forth children. 
Your desire shall be for your husband, 
 and he shall rule over you.” 

 17And to Adam he said, 

“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife 
 and have eaten of the tree 
of which I commanded you, 
 ‘You shall not eat of it,’ 
cursed is the ground because of you; 
 in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 
18thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; 
 and you shall eat the plants of the field. 
19By the sweat of your face 
 you shall eat bread, 
till you return to the ground, 
 for out of it you were taken; 
for you are dust, 
 and to dust you shall return.” 

 20The man called his wife’s name Eve, because she was the mother of all living. 21And 
the LORD God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed them. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM Psalm 32:1–7 

A Blessèd is the one whose transgression is forgiven, 
whose sin is covered.  

C Blessèd is the man against whom the LORD counts no iniquity, 
and in whose spirit there is no deceit.  



 

A For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away 
through my groaning all day long.  

C For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; 
my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer. 

A I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover my iniquity; 
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,” 
and you forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

C Therefore let everyone who is godly 
offer prayer to you at a time when you may be found; 
surely in the rush of great waters, they shall not reach him.  

A You are a hiding place for me; you preserve me from trouble; 
you surround me with shouts of deliverance. 

 
EPISTLE Romans 5:12–19 

A The Epistle is from Romans, chapter 5. 
  
 12Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, 
and so death spread to all men because all sinned— 13for sin indeed was in the world 
before the law was given, but sin is not counted where there is no law. 14Yet death 
reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning was not like the 
transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one who was to come. 
 15But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man’s 
trespass, much more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one 
man Jesus Christ abounded for many. 16And the free gift is not like the result of that 
one man’s sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but 
the free gift following many trespasses brought justification. 17If, because of one man’s 
trespass, death reigned through that one man, much more will those who receive the 
abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man 
Jesus Christ. 
 18Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of 
righteousness leads to justification and life for all men. 19For as by the one man’s 
disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many 
will be made righteous. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 



 

Stand 
LENTEN GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
  

 

 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 4:1–11 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 1Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 
2And after fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3And the tempter came 
and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves 
of bread.” 4But he answered, “It is written, 

“‘Man shall not live by bread alone, 
 but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 

5Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of the temple 
6and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written, 

“‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ and 

“‘On their hands they will bear you up, 
 lest you strike your foot against a stone.’” 

7Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the 
test.’” 8Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the 
kingdoms of the world and their glory. 9And he said to him, “All these I will give you, 
if you will fall down and worship me.” 10Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For 
it is written, 



 

“‘You shall worship the Lord your God and him only shall you serve.’” 
11Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and were ministering to him. 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sit  
SERMON HYMN 562 All Mankind Fell in Adam’s Fall 
  

 

 

 
 

SERMON The Debt is Cancelled 
 Pastor Mark Stapleton 

Stand 
APOSTLE’S CREED 
 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 



 

     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Kneel  
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 
according to their needs. For a mighty fortress is our God, 

C a sword and shield victorious. 
  
P Lord God, You are our sword and shield against the attacks of Satan. As we 

journey through this Lenten season, protect us from the assaults of the devil, 
remind us of our Baptism, and keep our eyes fixed on Jesus. 
For a mighty fortress is our God, 

C a sword and shield victorious.  
 
P Lord God, You sent Jesus into our world to bear our temptations and share in our 

sorrows. Bring Your comfort to all those who are suffering in grief, [especially . . .]. 
Point them to the hope of resurrection and eternal life with You. 
For a mighty fortress is our God, 

C a sword and shield victorious.  
 
P Lord God, we pray for all those who are not yet baptized into Christ, that the 

Spirit would lead them toward the promises of Baptism and the family of the 
church. 
For a mighty fortress is our God, 

C a sword and shield victorious. 
  



 

P Lord God, we pray for our nation and its leaders. For President Biden and Vice 
President Harris and their staffs, for Congress and all lawmakers, for the Supreme 
Court and all judges. We pray that You, Lord, would make Your ways and paths 
known to them, that You would lead them in the truth and teach them. 
For a mighty fortress is our God, 

C a sword and shield victorious. 
  
P Lord God, look with favor upon all who are sick, injured, and recovering, 

[especially . . . ]. Have mercy upon them and restore them to health according to 
Your will. 

 For a mighty fortress is our God, 
C a sword and shield victorious. 
  
P Lord God, we commend all these people and situations into Your hands, for You 

have promised to hear our prayers, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Sit 
OFFERING  

 
ANTHEM (8:00am) O GOD BE MERCIFUL TO ME 

Orlando di Lasso (1532-1594) 
 

O God, be merciful to me. In you, I trust; you are my Savior. 
Under the shadow of your wing, I take refuge; each day I trust and hope in you.  

 

OFFERTORY 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 



 

SOLEMN BELL TOLL 
 

The congregation is asked to leave the sanctuary in silence  
out of observance of the penitential nature of the season of Lent 

 

T 
 
SERVING IN WORSHIP              
Rev. Mark Stapleton, Homilist & Liturgist 
Dr. Marc Brunelle, Director of Music/Organist 
Cantata Choir of St. John’s | 8:00am 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS 
The flowers at the Altar are given to the glory of God and in thanksgiving for Mary and Joseph, 
the earthly parents of Jesus.  From Julie Barnstable 
 
ST. JOHN'S SCHOOL 
The day school here at St. John's has always been a big outreach ministry of our church. Our 
school is smaller, but our mission remains the same - teaching children and their families 
about the love of Jesus while providing excellent academic education with a Christian 
worldview. 
Our Preschool has welcomed another full-time student into the class this past week which 
brings the total number of students up to 15. Our next Open House is scheduled for February 
22nd from noon - 2pm. 
The Board of Education is thankful for all our faithful volunteers already working with 
Preschool chapel, music classes and library time. If you would also like to help our school 
grow, please consider one or more of the following: 
 

1) Share a special skill with the preschoolers (such as a craft or art project, a 
fun activity in the gym, etc.) 
2) Give or continue to give to the Annual Fund (goes directly to support the 
school.) 
3) Participate in TRIP program (goes toward school scholarship fund.) 
4) Assist with delivery of flyers to local churches and families. 
5) Pray for the school staff and Board of Education members, as well as more 
students and families that need to hear the Good News about Jesus. 



 

LENTEN SERMON SERIES:  
The Seven Last Words of Christ 
 
WEDNESDAY VESPERS | Wednesday, February 25 
6:00pm Fellowship Dinner 
7:00pm Service 
WEDNESDAY VESPERS | Wednesday, March 4 
6:00pm Fellowship Dinner 
7:00pm Service 
WEDNESDAY VESPERS | Wednesday, March 11 
6:00pm Fellowship Dinner 
7:00pm Service 
WEDNESDAY VESPERS | Wednesday, March 18 
6:00pm Fellowship Dinner 
7:00pm Service 
WEDNESDAY VESPERS | Wednesday, March 25 
6:00pm Fellowship Dinner 
7:00pm Service 
 

LENTEN VESPERS are evening prayer services held during Lent, focusing on reflection, 
repentance, and preparation for Easter. Common in Catholic, Lutheran, and Orthodox 
traditions, these services typically occur on Wednesdays, featuring psalms, scripture, the 
Magnificat, and prayers that contemplate Christ's passion and sacrifice.  
 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, 
English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good 
News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service 
Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House 
 

MUSIC FUND OF ST. JOHN’S 
The Music Ministry at St. John’s is entirely supported by the generosity of our 
congregation through contributions to the Music Fund. This fund enables us to 
offer uplifting and inspirational sacred vocal and instrumental music that enriches 
our worship and glorifies God. 

The three pillars of Christian stewardship—time, talent, and treasure—are essential for any music 



 

program to flourish and grow. In that spirit, the Board of Worship invites you to prayerfully 
consider supporting the Music Fund. White contribution envelopes are available in the pews, and 
online donations may also be made. 
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