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WELCOME! TODAY WE CELEBRATE THE LORD’S HOLY COMMUNION 
 

For baptized Christians (Matthew 28:19) who have been instructed in the faith 
(Galatians 6:6), The Lord’s Supper is our participation in the body and blood of 
Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 10:16), as the one body of Christ (1 Corinthians 10:17), 
to receive forgiveness of sin (Matthew 26:28) and to proclaim the Lord’s death 

until He comes (1 Corinthians 11:26). 

So that those who partake of the Lord’s Supper do so in a worthy manner (1 Corinthians 11:27) 
and not to their harm (1 Corinthians 11:29), let us each examine ourselves (1 Corinthians 
11:28): 
 

• Do you believe that you are a sinner? That you have sinned in thought, word and deed? 
• Are you sorry for your sin? 
• Do you trust that Jesus Christ gives forgiveness of sin through His Supper? 
• Do you believe that the body and blood of Jesus are present in, with and under the bread and 

wine? 
• Do you seek to lead godly lives by the power of the Holy Spirit? 

Please speak to a pastor or usher if you have questions. Gluten-free wafers are provided upon 
request. Non-alcoholic grape juice is provided in the center of each communion tray. Those 
who are not communing may come forward for a blessing from the pastor. 
 
AS WE GATHER 

 
People often speak about a person’s calling in life. They are describing a unique 
purpose or vocation according to interests and talents. Often, trying to determine 
a person’s “calling” or “destiny” is defined by some innate ability or giftedness 
found within us, something we were born with or somehow born to do. 

Today we hear of God calling otherwise ordinary fishermen Andrew and his brother Simon 
Peter. They were called by God through John the Baptist to follow the Messiah, the Christ, 
Jesus of Nazareth. They were called to be disciples and eventually to be sent on Christ’s 
mission as apostles. The prophet Isaiah says even the Savior, the servant of the Lord, was 
called from the womb by God, “that Israel might be gathered to Him,” and called “as a light 
for the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth” (Isaiah 49:5–6). Saul of 
Tarsus was “called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus,” and Saul, now named 



Paul, reminds the church at Corinth and us that we are “called to be saints” 
(1 Corinthians 1:1–2).  

 

THE PRELUDE   

THE TOLLING OF THE BELL 

WELCOME 

Stand 
INVOCATION HYMN 688 “Come, Follow Me,” the Savior Spake 
 

 

 

 

 
  



INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Kneel 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P Called by God “to be saints together with all those who in every place call upon 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ”, let us give rightful praise and honor God, 
who calls sinners to repentance and bestows saving faith in our hearts by His 
Word and Spirit. Behold, the Lamb of God! 

C Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, mercifully hear our confession. We 
are sinners and have sinned against You. We have not loved You with our 
whole heart. We have not loved our neighbors with our whole heart. We cannot 
free ourselves from our sin. Hear our prayer of confession and let us hear Your 
call and gift of forgiveness, salvation, and life. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 
SERVICE OF THE WORD 

 
KYRIE Mark 10:47 
 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
THIS IS THE FEAST 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you.  
 

P Let us pray. 
Almighty and everlasting God, who governs all things in heaven and on earth, 
mercifully hear the prayers of Your people and grant us Your peace through all 
our days; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 
 
Sit 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 49:1–7 

 

A The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, chapter 49. 
  

1Listen to me, O coastlands, 
 and give attention, you peoples from afar. 
The LORD called me from the womb, 
 from the body of my mother he named my name. 
2He made my mouth like a sharp sword; 
 in the shadow of his hand he hid me; 
he made me a polished arrow; 
 in his quiver he hid me away. 
3And he said to me, “You are my servant, 
 Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” 
4But I said, “I have labored in vain; 
 I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; 
yet surely my right is with the LORD, 
 and my recompense with my God.” 
5And now the LORD says, 
 he who formed me from the womb to be his servant, 
to bring Jacob back to him; 
 and that Israel might be gathered to him— 
for I am honored in the eyes of the LORD, 
 and my God has become my strength— 
6he says: 



“It is too light a thing that you should be my servant 
 to raise up the tribes of Jacob 
 and to bring back the preserved of Israel; 
I will make you as a light for the nations, 
 that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” 
7Thus says the LORD, 
 the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, 
to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nation, 
 the servant of rulers: 
“Kings shall see and arise; 
 princes, and they shall prostrate themselves; 
because of the LORD, who is faithful, 
 the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.”  

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM Psalm 40:1–11; antiphon: v. 3 
 

A I waited patiently for the LORD; 
he inclined to me and heard my cry.  

C He drew me up from the pit of destruction, 
out of the miry bog, and set my feet upon a rock, 
making my steps secure.  

A He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God. 
Many will see and fear, and put their trust in the LORD. 

C Blessèd is the man who makes the LORD his trust, 
who does not turn to the proud, 
to those who go astray after a lie!  

A You have multiplied, O LORD my God, 
your wondrous deeds and your thoughts toward us; 
none can compare with you! 
I will proclaim and tell of them, yet they are more than can be told.  

C Sacrifice and offering you have not desired, 
but you have given me an open ear. 
Burnt offering and sin offering 
you have not required.  



A Then I said, “Behold, I have come; 
in the scroll of the book it is written of me:  

C I desire to do your will, O my God; 
your law is within my heart.”  

A I have told the glad news of deliverance in the great congregation; 
behold, I have not restrained my lips, as you know, O LORD.  

C I have not hidden your deliverance within my heart; 
I have spoken of your faithfulness and your salvation; 
I have not concealed your steadfast love and your faithfulness 

 from the great congregation.  
A As for you, O LORD, you will not restrain your mercy from me; 

your steadfast love and your faithfulness will ever preserve me! 
 

EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 1:1–9 
 

A The Epistle is from 1 Corinthians, chapter 1. 
  
 1Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, and our brother 
Sosthenes, 
 2To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to 
be saints together with all those who in every place call upon the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours: 
 3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was given 
you in Christ Jesus, 5that in every way you were enriched in him in all speech and all 
knowledge—6even as the testimony about Christ was confirmed among you—7so that 
you are not lacking in any spiritual gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, 8who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
9God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 



ALLELUIA AND VERSE John 6:68 
 

 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL John 1:29–42a 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 29The next day [John] saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb 
of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 30This is he of whom I said, ‘After me 
comes a man who ranks before me, because he was before me.’ 31I myself did not know 
him, but for this purpose I came baptizing with water, that he might be revealed to 
Israel.” 32And John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, 
and it remained on him. 33I myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize 
with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he 
who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34And I have seen and have borne witness that this 
is the Son of God.” 
 
 35The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples, 36and he looked at 
Jesus as he walked by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” 37The two disciples heard 
him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38Jesus turned and saw them following and said 
to them, “What are you seeking?” And they said to him, “Rabbi” (which means 
Teacher), “where are you staying?” 39He said to them, “Come and you will see.” So 
they came and saw where he was staying, and they stayed with him that day, for it 
was about the tenth hour. 40One of the two who heard John speak and followed Jesus 
was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41He first found his own brother Simon and said 
to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which means Christ). 42He brought him to 
Jesus. 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 



Sit 
SERMON HYMN 716 I Walk in Danger All the Way 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SERMON I Am Ready to Shoot You to the Mark 
Pastor Mark Stapleton 

 
Stand 
NICENE CREED 
 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 



     maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Kneel 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

P Confident that our sins are forgiven for Jesus’ sake and that our heavenly Father 
is ready to hear our prayers, let us go to Him on behalf of ourselves, those near 
and dear to us, and the Church around the world. 

 



 For the leaders of the Church around the world who, like Isaiah, may question 
their ministry amid continued opposition, that God would remind them of His 
presence and move them to renewed vigor as they shine the light of Christ on the 
dark places of this globe, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
  
P For those who grow crops, tend flocks, distribute food, and alleviate hunger, that 

God would give them favorable weather, bountiful harvests, and the resources 
they need as they serve Him and work to meet the needs of people in their 
neighborhoods and in distant lands, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
  
P For those who lack decent clothing, secure shelter, and adequate nourishment, 

that God would surround them with caring people to meet their physical needs 
and share with them the forgiveness of sins won for them by Christ, the Lamb of 
God, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
  
P For those who labor in governments, those who go into harm’s way as first 

responders, police forces, and deployed troops, and those who teach in schools at 
all levels, that God would keep them safe and give them wisdom and courage to 
do His will, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
  
P Into Your hands, Lord our God, we commend ourselves and all for whom we 

pray, trusting in Your mercy, for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C Amen. 
 

Sit 
OFFERING 
 

 
 
Stand 



OFFERTORY Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

PREFACE 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you.  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord.  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord; for what had been hidden from before the foundation of the 
world You have made known to the nations in Your Son. In Him, being found in 



the substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested the fullness of Your 
glory. Therefore, with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”  

 
In the same way also, He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death 
until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to 

eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and 
passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the 



dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So, 
remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be Thy name, thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PAX DOMINI 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of 
reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 
 
AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 
 
Sit 



DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 702 My Faith Looks Up to Thee 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 402 The Only Son from Heaven 

 

 

 

 
 



Stand 
THE DISMISSAL 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in 
body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

THANK THE LORD 

 

 

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 



CLOSING HYMN 517 By All Your Saints in Warfare 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
POSTLUDE   

T 
 
SERVING IN WORSHIP 
Rev. Mark Stapleton, Homilist & Liturgist 
Dr. Marc Brunelle, Director of Music/Organist 
JoAnn Pyritz, Lector | 8:00am 
Bonnie Kane, Lector | 10:45am 



MUSIC FUND OF ST. JOHN’S 
The Music Ministry at St. John’s is entirely supported by the generosity of 
our congregation through contributions to the Music Fund. This fund 
enables us to offer uplifting and inspirational sacred vocal and 
instrumental music that enriches our worship and glorifies God. 
The three pillars of Christian stewardship—time, talent, and treasure—are 
essential for any music program to flourish and grow. In that spirit, the 

Board of Worship invites you to prayerfully consider supporting the Music Fund. White 
contribution envelopes are available in the pews, and online donations may also be made. 
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