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Welcome! Tonight we celebrate the Lord’s Supper! 

For baptized Christians (Matthew 28:19) who have been instructed in the faith (Galatians 
6:6), The Lord’s Supper is our participation in the body and blood of Jesus Christ (1 
Corinthians 10:16), as the one body of Christ (1 Corinthians 10:17), to receive forgiveness 
of sin (Matthew 26:28) and to proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes (1 Corinthians 
11:26). 
 
So that those who partake of the Lord’s Supper do so in a worthy manner (1 Corinthians 
11:27) and not to their harm (1 Corinthians 11:29), let us each examine ourselves (1 
Corinthians 11:28): 
 

• Do you believe that you are a sinner? That you have sinned in thought, word and deed? 
• Are you sorry for your sin? 
• Do you trust that Jesus Christ gives forgiveness of sin through His Supper? 
• Do you believe that the body and blood of Jesus are present in, with and under the bread and wine? 
• Do you seek to lead godly lives by the power of the Holy Spirit? 

 
Please speak to a pastor or usher if you have questions. Gluten-free wafers are provided 
upon request. Non-alcoholic grape juice is provided in the center of each communion tray. 
Those who are not communing may come forward for a blessing from the pastor. 

As We Gather 
 

 We come together to celebrate Christmas. Many times, our celebrations 
come with lots of music, decorations, joyous conversations, and laughter, 
and we cannot forget the presents under the tree and the stockings hung 
by the chimney with care. Yet there is a different reality we encounter 
tonight. We see the glory of the Lord descending to us in the Christ Child, 

who was wrapped in swaddling cloths and laid in a manger.  
 
And in Him, “the hopes and fears of all the years are met” tonight as we join our voices 
with the angels, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace 
among those with whom He is pleased!” (LSB 361:1; Luke 2:14). 
 



CAROL PRELUDE 
 
CAROL 380 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
 
All join in singing.  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
LO, HOW A ROSE E’RE BLOOMING Michael Praetorius 

 
SILENT NIGHT Dan Forrest 



CAROL 361 O Little Town of Bethlehem 
 
All join in singing.  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
WHAT SWEETER MUSIC John Rutter 

 
HOW FAR IS IT TO BETHLEHEM? Mack Wilberg 

 

 

 

 
 

 



TOLLING OF THE BELL  

WELCOME 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 379 O Come, All Ye Faithful 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 
INVOCATION & CALL TO CHRISTMAS WORSHIP 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P In the stillness of this night, 
C a gift is given. 
P Wrapped in swaddling cloth, coming to us as a little baby, 
C God’s greatest gift is given. 
 



P In the miracle and mystery of God’s Son born in human flesh, 
C God has given us his salvation. 

 
EXHORTATION 

 
P As we gather to celebrate the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, let us pray in 

repentant faith and seek God’s mercy for our sins. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
Kneel 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 
CONFESSION OF SINS 

 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C  Mighty God, on this day of celebration, we confess our sin to You. We are 

by nature sinful. Without Your help, we are powerless to overcome it. We 
confess our impatience with You and with others, our seeking after worldly 
passions, and our self-indulgent ways of life. By our sin, we have hurt 
others, ourselves, and You. We plead with You to forgive our sins for the 
sake of Christ and to transform our broken lives. 

P  The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light, and the light 
 shines on them. The grace of God has appeared through the birth of our Savior 
 Jesus Christ, bringing salvation to all people. I, a called and ordained servant 
 of Christ, by His authority, forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
 and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

 
SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 

 
Stand 
KYRIE Mark 10:47 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 



HYMN OF PRAISE - GLORIA IN EXCELSIS Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 



SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. 

O God, You make this most holy night to shine with the brightness of the 
true Light. Grant that as we have known the mysteries of that Light on earth 
we may also come to the fullness of His joys in heaven; through the same 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Sit 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 9:2–7 

 

A The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, chapter 9. 
  

The people who walked in darkness 
 have seen a great light; 
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 
 on them has light shined. 
You have multiplied the nation; 
 you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you 
 as with joy at the harvest, 
 as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 
For the yoke of his burden, 
 and the staff for his shoulder, 
 the rod of his oppressor, 
 you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult 
 and every garment rolled in blood 
 will be burned as fuel for the fire. 
For to us a child is born, 
 to us a son is given; 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 
 and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 



Of the increase of his government and of peace 
 there will be no end, 
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
 to establish it and to uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
 from this time forth and forevermore. 
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM Psalm 96; antiphon: v. 2 

L  Oh sing to the LORD a new song; 
  sing to the LORD, all the earth! 
C  Sing to the LORD, bless his name; 
  tell of his salvation from day to day. 
L  Declare his glory among the nations, 
  his marvelous works among all the peoples! 
C  For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; 
  he is to be feared above all gods. 
L  For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols, 
  but the LORD made the heavens. 
C  Splendor and majesty are before him; 
  strength and beauty are in his sanctuary. 
L  Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the peoples, 
  ascribe to the LORD glory and strength! 
C  Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; 
  bring an offering, and come into his courts! 
L  Worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness; 
  tremble before him, all the earth! 
C  Say among the nations, “The LORD reigns! 
L  Yes, the world is established; it shall never be moved; 
  he will judge the peoples with equity.” 
C  Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; 
  let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 
  let the field exult, and everything in it! 
L  Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy 
  before the LORD, for he comes, for he comes to judge the earth. 



C  He will judge the world in righteousness, 
  and the peoples in his faithfulness. 

 
EPISTLE Titus 2:11–14 

L The Epistle is from Titus, chapter 2. 
 

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us 
to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, 
upright, and godly lives in the present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the 
appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave himself 
for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his 
own possession who are zealous for good works. 

 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Stand 
ALLELUIA AND VERSE 

 

 
Text: Traditional 
Tune: Fintan O’Carroll , d. 1977 Text: 
Public domain 
Tune: © 1985 Fintan O’Carroll and Christopher Walker, admin. OCP Publications. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708390 

 
HOLY GOSPEL Luke 2:1–20 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 
 And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar 
Augustus that all the world should be taxed. (And this taxing was first made when 
Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) And all went to be taxed, every one into his own 
city. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into 



Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the 
house and lineage of David:) To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great 
with child. And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished 
that she should be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn son, and 
wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was 
no room for them in the inn. And there were in the same country shepherds 
abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them, 
Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all 
people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ 
the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in 
swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. 
 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 
praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good 
will toward men. And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them 
into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, let us now go even unto 
Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made 
known unto us. 
 And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying 
in a manger. And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying 
which was told them concerning this child. 
 And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them 
by the shepherds. But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart. 
And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that 
they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
Sit 
SERMON HYMN 376 Once in Royal David’s City 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

SERMON Christmas Eve, “This is an Act of Love” 
Pastor Mark Stapleton 

  

Stand 
NICENE CREED 

 
C I believe in one God, the 

Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth 
and of all things visible and invisible. 

 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the 

only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God 
of God, Light of Light, 
very God of very God, begotten, not made 
being of one substance with the Father, 
by whom all things were made; 
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 



and was made man; 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered and was buried. 
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and 

ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 
dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord and giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
who spoke by the prophets. 
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,  
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Kneel 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 
P  Dear Heavenly Father, in the incarnation of Jesus You revealed good news and 

great joy for all the earth to hear. Embolden us to spread the good news and 
great joy of Your Son to the ends of the earth. 

 For the people who walked in darkness 
C have seen a great light. 
 
P  Lord, the darkness of death still envelops us, and many are suffering in grief. 

Comfort those grieving loved ones with hope of the resurrection to eternal 
peace and life, [especially . . .]. 

 For the people who walked in darkness 
C have seen a great light. 
 
P  Lord, shine Your light upon all of the leaders of the world, that we live in peace 

and quietness without war or violence. 
 For the people who walked in darkness 
C have seen a great light. 



P  Lord, You have shined the light of Christ on the world. Help us reflect Your 
light to those who are experiencing the darkness of the world. Bring 
community to the lonely, stability to those in transition, and safety to all those 
who have suffered abuse. 

 For the people who walked in darkness 
C have seen a great light. 
 
P Lord, look with favor upon all who are sick, injured, and recovering, [especially 
 . . .]. Have mercy upon them and heal them according to Your good and 

gracious will. 
 For the people who walked in darkness 
C have seen a great light. 
 
P Lord, we commend all of these things to Your infinite mercies, which are new 

every morning. 
 For the people who walked in darkness 
C have seen a great light. Amen. 

 
Sit 
OFFERING 

ANTHEM 
GLORIA from Gloria 

Antonio Vivaldi (1678-1741) 
 
 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
 
PREFACE 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 



P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 
P  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh 
You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the 
person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which are not seen. 
Therefore, with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 
saying: 

 

SANCTUS Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
 

 

 

 

 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 
“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance 
of Me.” 
O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood 
to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and 
passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from 
the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final 
judgment. 



PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death 
until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood 

to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and 
passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from 
the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final 
judgment. So, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

 
C Our Father who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  
 give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

PAX DOMINI 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

The people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of 
reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 
 
AGNUS DEI John 1:29 
 

 



 

 

 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 366 It Came upon the Midnight Clear 

 

 

 

 
 



 364 Away in a Manger 

 

 

 

 
 

MOTET 
A CHRISTMAS BLESSING 

Philip W.J. Stopford 

Stand 
THE DISMISSAL 

 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in 
body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

 

A Let us pray. 
O God, You make this most holy night to shine with the brightness of the true 
Light. Grant that as we have known the mysteries of that Light on earth we 
may also come to the fullness of His joys in heaven; through the same Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 



BENEDICTION 
 

P Unto us 
C a child is born! 
P Unto us 
C a son is given! 
P And the government shall be upon His shoulder. 
C And His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, 

Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
THE LIGHT OF CHRISTMAS 
The clergy and elders will light the candle of those in the aisle seats and each person will then light 
their candle from their neighbor’s. After singing “Silent Night” extinguish the candle and hand it 
to an usher as you leave. 

CANDLELIGHT CAROL 

First verse will be sung in German. 

 

 
Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight;  
Glories stream from heaven afar, Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 
Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born! 



Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 
 
POSTLUDE 
 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 
 

Rev. Mark Stapleton, Homilist & Liturgist 
Dr. Marc Brunelle, Director of Music/Organist 

The Cantata Choir of St. John’s 
Mr. Dana Shinneman, Piano 

Art Schroeder, Lector 
Holly Hemminger, Acolyte 
Mallory Buckley, Acolyte 

 

T 
 

THE ROYAL STRING QUARTET 
 

Kamen Vatchev, Violin  
Tamara Glassburg, Violin 

Linda Veleckis, Viola 
Emily Mantell, Cello 

 
T 

 
 
MUSIC FUND OF ST. JOHN’S 
The Music Ministry here at St. John’s is wholly reliant on the generosity of the members of 
the congregation through contributions to the Music Fund. The fund supports our efforts to 
provide uplifting and inspirational sacred vocal and instrumental music that enhances our 
experience of our worship to God. The three pillars of Stewardship: time, talent and treasure 
are essential for any music program to thrive and grow.  
 
Therefore, the Board of Worship would like to encourage you to consider donating to the 
Music Fund. There are white envelopes in the pews, or you can donate online.  
 



FLOWERS 
The Altar Guild would like to thank all who purchased poinsettias to beautify the Sanctuary 
in celebration of Jesus’ birth this Christmas! 

 
 

Given to the Glory of God For Blessings Received 
 

Don and Kathy Bezek 
Amy Buonassisi 
Teri Lyn Fukar 
Marie A. Fukar 

Chris Kirchenberg 
Ron and Ruth Gallman 

Chris Hubacek 
Sue and Andy Kunz 
Marjorie Newpher 

Jack and Jeannette Nord 
Amy Strombom 

 
Given To the Glory of God: 

 
Mark and Jennifer Behnke 

Sharon Broz 
Marie A. Fukar 

Ron and Ruth Gallman 
Martin and Cheryl Haugen 
Karen and Richard Herman 

Harlan and Judy Hirt 
Mary Newren 
Art Schroeder 

 
 

 
 
 
 



Given to the Glory of God In Honor of Someone or an Occasion 
 

In thankfulness for Ashland and Shay from Jeff Baker and Beth Zeiter 
 

For 50 great years of marriage from Jack and Jeannette Nord 
 
 

Given to the Glory of God in Memory of Loved Ones: 
 

In memory of Mildred Babirak from The Babirak Family 
 

In memory of Ken Fukar and Lisa Marie Santoro from Teri Lyn Fukar 
 

In memory of our son, Ron Gallman, Jr., and Parents, Karl and Ethel Stodden  
and Lee and Duean Gallman, from Ron and Ruth Gallman 

 
In memory of Edgar Swarthout from Mary Grether 

 
In memory of Ann Hubacek, who loved poinsettias, from Chris Hubacek 

 
In memory with honor Grandmas and Grandpas, John D. and Mary A. Mark,  

and Benjamin and Bernice Pilarczyk, and loving husband and father David J. Pilarczyk  
from Nancy Pilarczyk and son, Benjamin 

 
In memory of Bob and Shirley Pyritz from Joann Pyritz 

 
In memory of Pastor David Smith and Evelyn Chizzo from Marnie Smith and Family 

 
In memory of Pam Campagnolo, Frank Brisk, and Bill and MaryAnn Vitek from Sarah Vitek 
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