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WELCOME! TODAY WE CELEBRATE THE LORD’S HOLY COMMUNION 
 

For baptized Christians (Matthew 28:19) who have been instructed in the faith 
(Galatians 6:6), The Lord’s Supper is our participation in the body and blood 
of Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 10:16), as the one body of Christ (1 Corinthians 
10:17), to receive forgiveness of sin (Matthew 26:28) and to proclaim the 

Lord’s death until He comes (1 Corinthians 11:26). 

So that those who partake of the Lord’s Supper do so in a worthy manner (1 Corinthians 
11:27) and not to their harm (1 Corinthians 11:29), let us each examine ourselves (1 
Corinthians 11:28): 

• Do you believe that you are a sinner? That you have sinned in thought, word and 
deed? 

• Are you sorry for your sin? 
• Do you trust that Jesus Christ gives forgiveness of sin through His Supper? 
• Do you believe that the body and blood of Jesus are present in, with and under 

the bread and wine? 
• Do you seek to lead godly lives by the power of the Holy Spirit? 

Please speak to a pastor or usher if you have questions. Gluten-free wafers are provided 
upon request. Non-alcoholic grape juice is provided in the center of each communion tray. 
Those who are not communing may come forward for a blessing from the pastor. 
 
AS WE GATHER 

The problem with good works is not that we should do them but why. Our 
works reflect what it is we believe and hold dear. Works are the fruit of 
repentance and faith and do not add to what Christ has done in His mighty 
work of redemption. The call to bear the good fruit of repentance is not to 
work harder to be saved but to manifest in our everyday lives that we are 

saved, that we belong to the Lord, and that He has accomplished all things for our 
salvation. John faced a generation impressed with their works and empty of faith in God’s 
mercy. We should know that doing works is not a choice. Hearts of faith will produce the 
good fruits of repentance. This is the calling of Christians and the mark of the work of the 
Spirit in our lives. 
 



THE PRELUDE   
 
THE TOLLING OF THE BELL & WELCOME 
 
INVOCATION HYMN 344 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 
 

 

 

 
 

BLESSING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Ghost. 
C Amen. 
 
P  Beloved in the Lord, as we begin the season of Advent, let this wreath remind 

us that Jesus Christ came to conquer the darkness of sin and to lead us into 
the light of His glorious kingdom. As the prophet Isaiah says, “The people 
who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of 
deep darkness, on them has light shined.” 

 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
 



P The Lord be with you. 
C And with your Spirit. 
 
P Let us pray. 

O Lord Jesus Christ, the true light who comes into the world to enlighten all 
people, bless us as we light the SECOND candle of this wreath in preparation 
for Your coming, and enkindle in our hearts the fire of Your love that we may 
receive You with joy and gladness and evermore remain steadfast in the faith; 
for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 
P The Lord Almighty, the Father, and of the T Son, and the Holy Ghost, bless 

this wreath for use in His Church throughout this holy season of Advent.  
C Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

EXHORTATION Hebrews 10:22; Psalm 124:8; Psalm 32:5 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to 
grant us forgiveness.  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. 

 
Kneel | Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 
CONFESSION OF SINS 
  

C O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto 
Thee all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended Thee and 
justly deserved Thy temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily 
sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray Thee of Thy 
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings 
and death of Thy beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to 
me, a poor, sinful being. 



ABSOLUTION 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins 
in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Ghost. 

C Amen. 
 
Stand 
SERVICE OF THE WORD 

 
KYRIE Mark 10:47 
 

 

 
 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
 

 

 

 

P Let us pray.  
Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, 
that by His coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through 
the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sit 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 11:1–10 

 

L The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, chapter 11. 
  

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 
 and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, 
 the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
 the Spirit of counsel and might, 
 the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
 or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
 and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
 and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, 
 and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 
The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, 
 and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, 
and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; 
 and a little child shall lead them. 
The cow and the bear shall graze; 
 their young shall lie down together; 
 and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, 
 and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den. 
They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; 
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD 
 as the waters cover the sea. 

 In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—of him 
shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious. 
  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

  



PSALM Psalm 72:1–7; antiphon: v. 18 
 

L  Give the king your justice, O God, 
  and your righteousness to the royal son! 
C  May he judge your people with righteousness, 
  and your poor with justice! 
L  Let the mountains bear prosperity for the people, 
  and the hills, in righteousness! 
C  May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, 
  give deliverance to the children of the needy, 
  and crush the oppressor! 
L  May they fear you while the sun endures, 
  and as long as the moon, throughout all generations! 
C  May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, 
  like showers that water the earth! 
L  In his days may the righteous flourish, 
  and peace abound, till the moon be no more! 
 

EPISTLE Romans 15:4–13 
 

A The Epistle is from Romans, chapter 15. 
  
 Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that 
through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might 
have hope. May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in 
such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, that together you 
may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore 
welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 
 For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God’s 
truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order 
that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 

“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles, 
 and sing to your name.” 

And again it is said, 
“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.” 

And again, 
“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 
 and let all the peoples extol him.” 

And again Isaiah says, 



“The root of Jesse will come, 
 even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; 
in him will the Gentiles hope.” 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the 
power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
ALLELUIA AND VERSE John 6:68 
 

 
 
 

 
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 3:1–12 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter. 
  
  
 
 
In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, “Repent, 
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” For this is he who was spoken of by the 
prophet Isaiah when he said, 

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.’” 

Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt around his waist, and 
his food was locusts and wild honey. Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the 
region about the Jordan were going out to him, and they were baptized by him in 
the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he 
said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to 
come? Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not presume to say to 
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for I tell you, God is able from these 
stones to raise up children for Abraham. Even now the axe is laid to the root of the 



trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 
into the fire. 
 “I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is 
mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with 
the Holy Spirit and with fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear 
his threshing floor and gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn 
with unquenchable fire.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 

 
 
 
Sit 
SERMON HYMN 359 Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 
 

 

 

 

 
 



SERMON "New Life from a Dead Tree" 
Pastor Ron Weidler 

 
Stand 
NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 
     Maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     Being of one substance with the Father, 
     By whom all things were made; 
     Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried; 
     and the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sitteth on the right hand of the Father; 
     and He shall come again with glory to judge both the quick and the dead; 
     whose kingdom shall have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Ghost, 
     The Lord and Giver of Life, 
     who proceedeth from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spake by the Prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and Apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

  



Kneel 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 
according to their needs. 

 Almighty God, we give thanks this day for calling us and the whole world to 
repentance and faith by Your holy prophets, by Your servant John the Baptist, 
and by Your own Son, whose Spirit calls, gathers, and enlightens everyone 
through His mighty Word and Sacraments. Grant that we and all who hear 
His voice remain faithful in the fellowship of Your Holy Church. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Continue to give Your blessing, power, and grace to Your Church, especially 

all pastors and servants You have called and given to guard, feed, and teach 
Your flock. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Give stability to our country, supplying all who make, administer, and judge 

our laws with wisdom and goodwill toward all people. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
  
P By Your Word and Spirit comfort all who are in sorrow, need, sickness, or 

adversity, [especially . . .]. Support all who suffer persecution for the faith. 
Have mercy on those to whom death draws near, [especially . . .]. Give Your 
tender care to all. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Remembering those who have loved and served You who now rest from their 

labors, we give You thanks. Keep us in fellowship with all Your saints, and 
bring us at last to the joys of Your heavenly kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 

mercy; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C Amen. 
 

  



Sit 
OFFERING  

 

 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 
 

Use this QR Code to give a one-time or recurring donation to the fund of 
your choice, by credit/debit card, or checking account 
 

 

 
ANTHEM | 10:45AM 

LIFT UP YOUR HEADS, YE MIGHTY GATES 
Healey Willan (1880-1968) 

 
Lift up your heads, ye might gates! Behold, the King of Glory waits. 
The King of Kings is drawing near; the Savior of the world is near.  

 
Stand 
OFFERTORY Psalm 51:10–12 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
 
PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

 
P The Lord be with you. 

 
  
 

 

 

P Lift up your hearts. 
 

 
  
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 
 

 
 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming 
Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 
the world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the 
wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels 
and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

  



SANCTUS  Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 

 
 

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power  
and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 
when He had given thanks, He brake it and gave it to His disciples saying 
"Take eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 
Me."  

 



After the same manner also, He took the cup when He had supped, and when 
He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying, “Drink ye all of it; this cup 
is the New Testament in My Blood, which is shed for you for the remission of 
sins. This do, as oft ye drink it, in remembrance of Me." 
 

PAX DOMINI John 20:19 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
  
 
 
 
 

The people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 
 
AGNUS DEI John 1:29 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sit 
DISTRIBUTION 347 Comfort, Comfort Ye My People 

 

 

 

 

 
  



346 When All the World Was Cursed 

 

 

 

 

Text: Johann Gottfried Olearius, 1635–1711; tr. Paul E. Kretzmann, 1883–1965, alt. 
Tune: Ahasverus Fritsch, 1629–1701 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708390 
Tune: Public domain 

 
THE DISMISSAL 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body 
and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
  



NUNC DIMITTIS Luke 2:29–32 

 
 
  
 
  
 
  
 

  
 
  
 
  
 
 

 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING Psalm 107:1 

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
  

 
  



POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 
SALUTATION 

P The Lord be with you. 
  

 
 

BENEDICAMUS 

A Bless we the Lord. 
  

 
 

BENEDICTION 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 
 

 
 



CLOSING HYMN 357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
POSTLUDE   
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
SERVING IN WORSHIP       
Rev. Ron Weidler, Homilist 
Rev. Mark Stapleton, Liturgist 
Dr. Marc Brunelle, Director of Music/Organist 
The Cantata Choir of St. John’s | 10:45am 
Lynne Braun, Lector | 8:00am 
Sue Kunz, Lector | 10:45am 
 
 
 
 



ALTAR FLOWERS 
Flowers at the altar are given to the Glory of God in honor of Marilyn Strombom for her 
birthday on December 8 from Amy Strombom. 
 
THE LUTHERAN GLOBAL HOUR 
Is global and proclaims “The Truth Unchanging” to a world in desperate need of Jesus. People 
around the world experience the Gospel through LHM programs, broadcasts, services and 
materials approximately 275 million times each week. Nearly 300 staff members on the ground 
in more than 35 locations allow LHM to share the Gospel with people in more than 60 
countries - often places where this message is restricted by governments and authorities and 
no other Christian organizations are present. Our own member Kirk Farney is a director and 
treasurer of LHM’s mission of bringing Christ to the nations and the nations to the church.  
Thank you, Kirk. 
 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book. Unless otherwise indicated, 
Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), 
copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia 
Publishing House.         

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
ADVENT MIDWEEK VESPERS SERVICE                       Wednesday, Dec. 10, 7PM 
CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL OF NINE LESSONS & CAROLS  Sunday, Dec. 14, 7PM 
ADVENT MIDWEEK VESPERS SERVICE                       Wednesday, Dec. 17, 7PM 
 
CHRISTMAS EVE FAMILY SERVICE    Wednesday, Dec. 24, 4:30PM 
CHORAL PRELUDE      Wednesday, Dec. 24, 10PM 
CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE   Wednesday, Dec. 24, 10:30PM 

Featuring the Cantata Choir & The Royal String Quartet  
 
CHRISTMAS DAY WORSHIP SERVICE     Thursday, Dec. 25, 10AM 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
EQUIPPING T ENGAGING  T  ENCOURAGING 

St. John’s Lutheran Church and School 
505 S. Park Rd. La Grange, IL 60525 

www.sjlagrange.com 
708-354-1690 
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