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WELCOME! TODAY WE CELEBRATE THE LORD’S SUPPER! 

For baptized Christians (Matthew 28:19) who have been instructed in the 
faith (Galatians 6:6), The Lord’s Supper is our participation in the body and 
blood of Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 10:16), as the one body of Christ (1 
Corinthians 10:17), to receive forgiveness of sin (Matthew 26:28) and to 

proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes (1 Corinthians 11:26). 
 
So that those who partake of the Lord’s Supper do so in a worthy manner (1 Corinthians 
11:27) and not to their harm (1 Corinthians 11:29), let us each examine ourselves (1 
Corinthians 11:28): 
 

• Do you believe that you are a sinner? That you have sinned in thought, word and deed? 
• Are you sorry for your sin? 
• Do you trust that Jesus Christ gives forgiveness of sin through His Supper? 
• Do you believe that the body and blood of Jesus are present in, with and under the bread 

and wine? 
• Do you seek to lead godly lives by the power of the Holy Spirit? 

 
Please speak to a pastor or usher if you have questions. Gluten-free wafers are provided 
upon request. Non-alcoholic grape juice is provided in the center of each communion tray. 
Those who are not communing may come forward for a blessing from the pastor. 
 
AS WE GATHER 
 

This is a difficult day for your pastor. For you are, in a sense, listening in to 
our Lord speaking to him of His high expectations as His called and 
ordained servant. It all has to do with addressing his sins with the cutting 
accusation of God’s Law, but with the goal of applying the comforting 
healing and hope of God’s Gospel of forgiveness and strength. Yet, if you 

listen carefully, you will discover that it’s not only about your pastor’s frailty or sins, but 
it is also Christ addressing your sins and need through him. The pastor’s calling is, at once, 
a most difficult one but also the most joyous and fulfilling calling and vocation. Your 
pastor has the responsibility and obligation not to mislead you into sin but to apply the 
remedy for it. Preaching and teaching the Word of Christ, and administering that Word 
of forgiveness of sin and new life through the Sacraments, is not primarily the pastor’s 



 

work but is indeed the work of Christ Himself. The pastor pours baptismal water, and the 
believer dies and is raised with Christ. The pastor does no magical incantation, but Christ 
speaks through him. The bread and wine are Christ’s body and blood for you that takes 
away your sin (and the pastor’s!), imparting forgiveness and eternal life. Pray for your 
pastor, as he prays for you. Forgive your pastor, as he lives by the same forgiveness he 
declares to you. 
 
PRELUDE    

TOLLING OF THE BELL 

WELCOME 

Stand 
INVOCATION HYMN                      904 Blessed Jesus, at Your Word 
 

 

 

 

 



 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Ghost. 
C Amen. 

 
EXHORTATION Hebrews 10:22; Psalm 124:8; Psalm 32:5 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to 
grant us forgiveness. 

  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. 

 
Kneel | Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 
CONFESSION OF SINS  
 

C O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto 
Thee all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended Thee and 
justly deserved Thy temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily 
sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray Thee of Thy 
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings 
and death of Thy beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to 
me, a poor, sinful being. 

 
ABSOLUTION 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins 
in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Ghost. 

C Amen. 
 
Stand 



 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 
KYRIE Mark 10:47 

 

 
 

FESTIVAL CANTICLE | Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 
 
  
 

 

 

P Let us pray. 
 O God, our refuge and strength, the author of all godliness, by Your grace 

hear the prayers of Your Church. Grant that those things which we ask in faith 
we may receive through Your bountiful mercy; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

 

  
 



 

FIRST READING Habakkuk 1:1–4; 2:1–4 
 

L The Old Testament Reading is from Habakkuk, chapter 1. 
  
 The oracle that Habakkuk the prophet saw. 

O LORD, how long shall I cry for help, 
 and you will not hear? 
Or cry to you “Violence!” 
 and you will not save? 
Why do you make me see iniquity, 
 and why do you idly look at wrong? 
Destruction and violence are before me; 
 strife and contention arise. 
So the law is paralyzed, 
 and justice never goes forth. 
For the wicked surround the righteous; 
 so justice goes forth perverted. 

I will take my stand at my watchpost 
 and station myself on the tower, 
and look out to see what he will say to me, 
 and what I will answer concerning my complaint. 

And the LORD answered me: 
“Write the vision; 
 make it plain on tablets, 
 so he may run who reads it. 
For still the vision awaits its appointed time; 
 it hastens to the end—it will not lie. 
If it seems slow, wait for it; 
 it will surely come; it will not delay. 

“Behold, his soul is puffed up; it is not upright within him, 
 but the righteous shall live by his faith.” 

  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 



 

PSALM Psalm 62; antiphon: v. 1 

 

L  For God alone my soul waits in silence; 
  from him comes my salvation. 
C  He only is my rock and my salvation, my fortress; 
  I shall not be greatly shaken. 
L  How long will all of you attack a man to batter him, 
  like a leaning wall, a tottering fence? 
C  They only plan to thrust him down from his high position. 
  They take pleasure in falsehood. 
L  They bless with their mouths, 
  but inwardly they curse. 
C  For God alone, O my soul, wait in silence, 
  for my hope is from him. 
L  He only is my rock and my salvation, my fortress; 
  I shall not be shaken. 
C  On God rests my salvation and my glory; 
  my mighty rock, my refuge is God. 
L  Trust in him at all times, O people; 
  pour out your heart before him;  God is a refuge for us. 
C  Those of low estate are but a breath; 
  those of high estate are a delusion; 
  in the balances they go up; 
  they are together lighter than a breath. 
L  Put no trust in extortion; 
  set no vain hopes on robbery; 
  if riches increase, set not your heart on them. 
C  Once God has spoken; twice have I heard this: 
  that power belongs to God, and that to you,  
  O Lord, belongs steadfast love. 
L  For you will render to a man 
  according to his work. 

  



 

EPISTLE READING 2 Timothy 1:1–14 

L The Epistle is from 2 Timothy, chapter 1. 
  
Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God according to the promise of the 
life that is in Christ Jesus, 
 To Timothy, my beloved child: 
 Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 I thank God whom I serve, as did my ancestors, with a clear conscience, as I 
remember you constantly in my prayers night and day. As I remember your tears, 
I long to see you, that I may be filled with joy. I am reminded of your sincere faith, 
a faith that dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, 
I am sure, dwells in you as well. For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the 
gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands, for God gave us a 
spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control. 
 Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord, nor of me his 
prisoner, but share in suffering for the gospel by the power of God, who saved us 
and called us to a holy calling, not because of our works but because of his own 
purpose and grace, which he gave us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, and 
which now has been manifested through the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, 
who abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel, 
for which I was appointed a preacher and apostle and teacher, which is why I 
suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed, and I am 
convinced that he is able to guard until that Day what has been entrusted to me. 
Follow the pattern of the sound words that you have heard from me, in the faith 
and love that are in Christ Jesus. By the Holy Spirit who dwells within us, guard 
the good deposit entrusted to you. 
  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION John 6:68 
 

 



 

THE HOLY GOSPEL Luke 17:1-10 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the seventeenth chapter. 
  

 
  
1[Jesus] said to his disciples, “Temptations to sin are sure to come, but woe to the 
one through whom they come! 2It would be better for him if a millstone were hung 
around his neck and he were cast into the sea than that he should cause one of 
these little ones to sin. 3Pay attention to yourselves! If your brother sins, rebuke 
him, and if he repents, forgive him, 4and if he sins against you seven times in the 
day, and turns to you seven times, saying, ‘I repent,’ you must forgive him.” 
5The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 6And the Lord said, “If you 
had faith like a grain of mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be 
uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you. 
7“Will any one of you who has a servant plowing or keeping sheep say to him 
when he has come in from the field, ‘Come at once and recline at table’? 8Will he 
not rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper for me, and dress properly, and serve me 
while I eat and drink, and afterward you will eat and drink’? 9Does he thank the 
servant because he did what was commanded? 10So you also, when you have done 
all that you were commanded, say, ‘We are unworthy servants; we have only done 
what was our duty.’” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 
Sit  
 
 
 
 
 



 

SERMON HYMN 760 What God Ordains Is Always Good 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5 What God ordains is always 
good: Though I the cup am 
drinking, which savors now of 
bitterness, I take it without 
shrinking. For after grief God 
gives relief, my heart with 
comfort filling, and all my 
sorrow stilling. 

6 What God ordains is always good: 
This truth remains unshaken. 
Though sorrow, need, or death be mine, 
I shall not be forsaken. 
I fear no harm, For with His arm 
He shall embrace and shield me; 
So to my God I yield me. 



SERMON The Eternal Why? 
 Pastor Ron Weidler 

 
Stand 
NICENE CREED 
 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 
     Maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     Being of one substance with the Father, 
     By whom all things were made; 
     Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried; 
     and the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sitteth on the right hand of the Father; 
     and He shall come again with glory to judge both the quick and the dead; 
     whose kingdom shall have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Ghost, 
     The Lord and Giver of Life, 
     who proceedeth from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spake by the Prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and Apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Kneel  



 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
 

P Let us pray together in Christ Jesus for all people according to their needs. 
 
For all people who suffer feeling unseen and unheard, that they come to trust 
that they are loved and held by grace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For all people who suffer under the weight of their desires, that they take 

courage to let go of fear, fanning into flame the gift of faith and growing in 
power and love and self-control, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For all people who have heard the good news of forgiveness by grace, through 

faith, for Jesus’ sake, but struggle to forgive themselves or other people who 
have hurt them, that they free themselves by letting go of resentments of every 
kind, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For all people who are sick or suffer with any affliction of body, mind, or spirit 

[especially . . .], that they experience healing when cures remain elusive, peace 
when overwhelmed by trials, and joy in the midst of sorrows, let us pray to 
the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For all people to whom death draws near, that they face the end of their time 

on this earth in the faith that all things are being made new, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P Into Your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C Amen. 
  

Sit 
 
 



 

OFFERING   
 

 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 
 

Use this QR Code to give a one-time or recurring donation to the fund of 
your choice, by credit/debit card, or checking account 
 

 

 
CHOIR ANTHEM | 10:45am 

Prayer to Jesus 
George Oldroyd (1886-1956) 

 
Jesu, since thou me made and bought, be thou my love and all my thought.  

And help that I may to thee be brought, without thee I may do naught 
 
OFFERTORY Psalm 51:10–12 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Stand  



 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
 
PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

P The Lord be with you. 
 
  
 

 

 

P Lift up your hearts. 
 

 
  
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 
 

 
 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, out of love for His fallen creation, humbled 
Himself by taking on the form of a servant, becoming obedient unto death, 
even death upon a cross. Risen from the dead, He has freed us from eternal 
death and given us life everlasting. Therefore with angels and archangels and 
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and saying: 

 
SANCTUS  Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those  
who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power  
and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 
when He had given thanks, He brake it and gave it to His disciples saying 
"Take eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 
Me."  
 
 



 

After the same manner also, He took the cup when He had supped, and when 
He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying, “Drink ye all of it; this cup 
is the New Testament in My Blood, which is shed for you for the remission of 
sins. This do, as oft ye drink it, in remembrance of Me." 

 
PAX DOMINI John 20:19 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
  
 
 
 
 

The people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 
 
AGNUS DEI John 1:29 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Sit 
 



 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN 761 Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me 
 

 

 

 
 

 765 God Moves in a Mysterious Way 

 

 

 



 

Stand 
DISMISSAL 

 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in 

body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 
C Amen. 

 
NUNC DIMITTIS Luke 2:29–32 

 
 
  
 
  
 
  
 

  
 
  
 
  
 
 

 

 

 

 

  



 

THANKSGIVING Psalm 107:1 

P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
  
 

 
 

 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  
 
 

 

SALUTATION 2 Timothy 4:22 

P The Lord be with you. 
  
 

 

 
BENEDICAMUS Psalm 103:1 

P Bless we the Lord. 
  
 

  



 

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

 
 

 
 
 
CLOSING HYMN 763 When Peace, like a River 
 

 

 

 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
POSTLUDE    
 



 

SERVING IN OUR WORSHIP 
Rev. Ron Weidler, Homilist 
Rev. Mark Stapleton, Liturgist  
Dr. Marc Brunelle, Director of Music/Organist 
Lynne Braun, Lector (10:45am) 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS 
Thank God for my many blessings, prayers for Lauren to safely deliver a healthy baby, and 
for Jonathan to have a happy, successful freshman year, from Connie and John O’Brien. 
 
MUSIC FUND OF ST. JOHN’S 

The Music Ministry at St. John’s plays a vital role in enriching our worship 
through sacred vocal and instrumental music that uplifts, inspires, and brings us 
closer to God. This ministry is made possible entirely through the generosity of 
our congregation via contributions to the Music Fund. As we reflect on the three 

pillars of Christian stewardship—time, talent, and treasure—we recognize that all are 
essential for a vibrant and growing music program. Your financial gifts help sustain this 
ministry and allow it to flourish. The Board of Worship invites you to prayerfully consider 
donating to the Music Fund. White envelopes are available in the pews for your convenience, 
or you may give online. Thank you for supporting this important part of our worship life. 
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