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NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

OCTOBER 19, 2025 



 

WELCOME! TODAY WE CELEBRATE THE LORD’S SUPPER! 

For baptized Christians (Matthew 28:19) who have been instructed in the faith 
(Galatians 6:6), The Lord’s Supper is our participation in the body and blood of 
Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 10:16), as the one body of Christ (1 Corinthians 10:17), 
to receive forgiveness of sin (Matthew 26:28) and to proclaim the Lord’s death 

until He comes (1 Corinthians 11:26). 
 
So that those who partake of the Lord’s Supper do so in a worthy manner (1 Corinthians 11:27) 
and not to their harm (1 Corinthians 11:29), let us each examine ourselves (1 Corinthians 11:28): 
 

• Do you believe that you are a sinner? That you have sinned in thought, word and deed? 
• Are you sorry for your sin? 
• Do you trust that Jesus Christ gives forgiveness of sin through His Supper? 
• Do you believe that the body and blood of Jesus are present in, with and under the bread and 

wine? 
• Do you seek to lead godly lives by the power of the Holy Spirit? 

 
Please speak to a pastor or usher if you have questions. Gluten-free wafers are provided upon 
request. Non-alcoholic grape juice is provided in the center of each communion tray. Those 
who are not communing may come forward for a blessing from the pastor. 
 
AS WE GATHER 

 
It is easy to lose heart when we do not get what we want. This is true in life 
and is even true when we bring our wants and desires before the Lord in 
prayer. In today’s Holy Gospel, Jesus speaks a parable to His disciples, who 
have begun to lose heart in their difficult journey of following Him. Through 

the example of the persistent widow and unrighteous judge, we also are encouraged to 
not lose heart as we continue to follow Jesus in faith and as we bring to the Lord in prayer 
all our desires, laments, injustices, and more, trusting in His perfect will through it all. 

 
PRELUDE  

TOLLING OF THE BELL 

WELCOME 



 

Stand 
INVOCATION HYMN                      734 I Trust, O Lord, Your Holy Name 
 

 

 

 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

 
The sign of the cross may be made in remembrance of your Baptism. 

 
EXHORTATION 1 John 1:8–9 
  

 P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
 C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive  
  our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
Kneel | Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
  



 

CONFESSION OF SINS  
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. 

We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 
name. Amen. 

 
ABSOLUTION John 20:19–23 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 
KYRIE Mark 10:47 

 
 



 

   

 

  

 
 

  

 
 

FESTIVAL CANTICLE | This Is the Feast Revelation 5:12–13; 19:5–9 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

O Lord, almighty and everlasting God, You have commanded us to pray and 
have promised to hear us. Mercifully grant that Your Holy Spirit may direct 
and govern our hearts in all things that we may persevere with steadfast faith 
in the confession of Your name; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Sit 



 

FIRST READING Genesis 32:22–30 
 

L The Old Testament Reading is from Genesis, chapter 32. 
  
 The same night [Jacob] arose and took his two wives, his two female servants, 
and his eleven children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. He took them and sent 
them across the stream, and everything else that he had. And Jacob was left alone. 
And a man wrestled with him until the breaking of the day. When the man saw 
that he did not prevail against Jacob, he touched his hip socket, and Jacob’s hip 
was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. Then he said, “Let me go, for the day 
has broken.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go unless you bless me.” And he 
said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” Then he said, “Your name 
shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with 
men, and have prevailed.” Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But 
he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And there he blessed him. So Jacob 
called the name of the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to face, and 
yet my life has been delivered.” 
  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM Psalm 121; antiphon: vv. 1–2 
 

L  I lift up my eyes to the hills. 
C  From where does my help come? 
L  My help comes from the LORD, 
  who made heaven and earth. 
C  He will not let your foot be moved; 
  he who keeps you will not slumber. 
L  Behold, he who keeps Israel 
  will neither slumber nor sleep. 
C  The LORD is your keeper; 
  the LORD is your shade on your right hand. 
L  The sun shall not strike you by day, 
  nor the moon by night. 



 

C  The LORD will keep you from all evil; 
  he will keep your life. 
L  The LORD will keep your going out and your coming in 
  from this time forth and forevermore. 
 

EPISTLE READING 2 Timothy 3:14—4:5 

L The Epistle is from 2 Timothy, chapter 3. 
  
 As for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, 
knowing from whom you learned it and how from childhood you have been 
acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation 
through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable 
for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the 
man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work. 
 I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the 
living and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: preach the word; be 
ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete 
patience and teaching. For the time is coming when people will not endure sound 
teaching but having itching ears, they will accumulate for themselves teachers to 
suit their own passions and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander 
off into myths. As for you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work 
of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 
  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION John 6:68 
 

 

 



 

THE HOLY GOSPEL Luke 18:1–8 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eighteenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 [Jesus] told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and not 
lose heart. He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor 
respected man. And there was a widow in that city who kept coming to him and 
saying, ‘Give me justice against my adversary.’ For a while he refused, but 
afterward he said to himself, ‘Though I neither fear God nor respect man, yet 
because this widow keeps bothering me, I will give her justice, so that she will not 
beat me down by her continual coming.’” And the Lord said, “Hear what the 
unrighteous judge says. And will not God give justice to his elect, who cry to him 
day and night? Will he delay long over them? I tell you, he will give justice to them 
speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sit  
SERMON HYMN 686 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
SERMON CLINGING ONTO GOD 

 Pastor Mark Stapleton 
SOLO 

COME, O THOU TRAVELER 
K. Lee Scott 

Stand 
NICENE CREED 
 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible.  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 



 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Kneel  
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Jesus Christ and for all people 
according to their needs. 

 For the whole Christian community around the world that, as people united 
in faith, we are emboldened to witness to the good news that is ours in Christ 
Jesus, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For all nations of the earth, that there be times of peace; for our own nation 

that it would seek to bring that which is good and God-pleasing; and for our 
own communities and neighborhoods, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy.  
 
P For faithfulness to carry out our callings with faithfulness, living each day 

with hope and confidence as we await the time of the great and glorious final 
harvest, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy.  
 
P For the needs that are specially known to us at this time, including health and 

family concerns, situations of disability or bereavement, and the changes that 
are part of human life, [especially . . .]. With assurance that our petitions are 
heard, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy.  



 

P With thanks to You for all those who have completed their earthly journeys 
in faith and who serve to inspire us in our times, we bless You, abiding Lord. 
Confident that our prayers and petitions are heard and that all which is best 
for us is done according to His good and gracious will, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 

mercy through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C Amen. 
  

Sit 
OFFERING  

 
 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 
 

Use this QR Code to give a one-time or recurring donation to the fund of 
your choice, by credit/debit card, or checking account.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

OFFERTORY Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
Stand  
SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
 
PREFACE 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you.  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord.  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Therefore, with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 
praising You and saying: 

 
SANCTUS  Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 



 

 

 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 
“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance 
of Me.” 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death 
until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood 

to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and 
passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the 
dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. 
So, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 
LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 



 

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
PAX DOMINI John 20:19 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

 
The people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of 
reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 

 
AGNUS DEI John 1:29 

 

 

 

 
 
Sit 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN 580 The Gospel Shows the Father’s Grace 
 

 

 

 
 
5 It bears to all the tidings glad 

And bids their hearts no more be sad; 
The weary, burdened souls it cheers 
And banishes their guilty fears. 

 
6 May we in faith its message learn 

Nor thanklessly its blessings spurn; 
May we in faith its truth confess 
And praise the Lord, our righteousness. 

 
Stand 
DISMISSAL 

 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in 

body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 
C Amen. 

 



 

THANK THE LORD Psalm 105:1–3, 42–43; 1 Chronicles 16:8–10 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
 

A Let us pray. 
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-
kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for 
His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask 
You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by 
Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 



 

CLOSING HYMN 924 Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing 
 

 

 

 

 

Text (sts. 1–2): attr. John Fawcett, 1740–1817, alt.; (st. 3): Godfrey Thring, 1823–1903, alt. 
Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813–79 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
POSTLUDE  
 

 
SERVING IN OUR WORSHIP 
Rev. Mark Stapleton, Homilist & Liturgist   
Fred Locker, Guest Organist 
Kristen Stapleton, Soprano 
Dana Shinneman, Piano 
Sue Kunz, Lector (8:00am) 
Bonnie Kane, Lector (10:45am) 



 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
Thanksgiving and praise to God for our granddaughters, Ashland and Shay, on their 10th 
birthdays, from Beth Zeiter and Jeff Baker. 
 
REFORMATION SUNDAY 
Just a reminder that next Sunday, October 26 is Reformation Sunday. Everyone is 
encouraged to come decked out in your finest red ensembles. The Cantata Choir will be 
joined by the Royal Trumpet Works Brass quartet at both services in music of Kyle 
Pederson, Michael D. Costello, and John Behnke.  
 
MUSIC FUND OF ST. JOHN’S 

 
 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, 
English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good 
News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service 
Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Music Ministry at St. John’s plays a vital role in enriching our worship 
through sacred vocal and instrumental music that uplifts, inspires, and 
brings us closer to God. This ministry is made possible entirely through 
the generosity of our congregation via contributions to the Music Fund. 
As we reflect on the three pillars of Christian stewardship—time, talent, 
and treasure—we recognize that all are essential for a vibrant and 
growing music program. Your financial gifts help sustain this ministry 

and allow it to flourish. The Board of Worship invites you to prayerfully consider donating to 
the Music Fund. White envelopes are available in the pews for your convenience, or you may 
give online. Thank you for supporting this important part of our worship life. 
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