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FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

SEPTEMBER 21, 2025 



 

WELCOME! TODAY WE CELEBRATE THE LORD’S SUPPER! 

For baptized Christians (Matthew 28:19) who have been instructed in the faith 
(Galatians 6:6), The Lord’s Supper is our participation in the body and blood of 
Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 10:16), as the one body of Christ (1 Corinthians 10:17), 
to receive forgiveness of sin (Matthew 26:28) and to proclaim the Lord’s death 

until He comes (1 Corinthians 11:26). 
 
So that those who partake of the Lord’s Supper do so in a worthy manner (1 Corinthians 11:27) 
and not to their harm (1 Corinthians 11:29), let us each examine ourselves (1 Corinthians 11:28): 
 

• Do you believe that you are a sinner? That you have sinned in thought, word and deed? 
• Are you sorry for your sin? 
• Do you trust that Jesus Christ gives forgiveness of sin through His Supper? 
• Do you believe that the body and blood of Jesus are present in, with and under the bread and 

wine? 
• Do you seek to lead godly lives by the power of the Holy Spirit? 

 
Please speak to a pastor or usher if you have questions. Gluten-free wafers are provided upon 
request. Non-alcoholic grape juice is provided in the center of each communion tray. Those 
who are not communing may come forward for a blessing from the pastor. 
 
AS WE GATHER 

 
The Divine Service is unlike our other activities during the week—in the 
marketplace, our place of employment, or our school—where we struggle to be 
“the people of God” amid the temptations and confusing details of living in a 
world still disfigured by sin, tragedy, selfishness, and death. By our own fault, 
we daily fall short of our calling as Christians. We are reminded today of the 

judgment of God’s Law by the prophet Amos against our worry over money and our own 
needs that distract us from the often-greater needs of others and even our own true need of 
faith and reliance on God above all. Each day of the week, the demands of the Ten 
Commandments of God call us back to our need for forgiveness and God’s mercy, grace, help, 
and love. So, we gather here for Divine Service, that is, God attending to our real needs. We 
come to repent of our sin and failure, and to receive forgiveness and new life and hope. That 
forgiveness and hope comes solely from the God who “loved the world” so much “that He 
gave His only Son” to die for you (John 3:16).  



 

PRELUDE CONCERTO IN B-FLAT MAJOR FOR TWO TRUMPETS, F. IX, n.1 
I. Allegro 

Antonio Vivaldi (1678-1741) 
TOLLING OF THE BELL 

WELCOME 

Stand 
INVOCATION HYMN                      966 Before You, Lord, We Bow 
 

 

 

 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 



 

Kneel | Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 
CONFESSION OF SINS  
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. 

We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 
name. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
Stand 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 
KYRIE Mark 10:47 

 
 



 

   

 

  

 
 

  

 
 

FESTIVAL CANTICLE | This Is the Feast Revelation 5:12–13; 19:5–9 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

O Lord, keep Your Church in Your perpetual mercy; and because without You 
we cannot but fall, preserve us from all things hurtful, and lead us to all things 
profitable to our salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 
 

 
 



 

Sit 
FIRST READING Amos 8:4–7 

 

L The Old Testament Reading is from Amos, chapter 8. 
  

Hear this, you who trample on the needy and bring the poor of the land to an 
end, saying, “When will the new moon be over, that we may sell grain? 
And the Sabbath, that we may offer wheat for sale, that we may make the 
ephah small and the shekel great and deal deceitfully with false balances, 
that we may buy the poor for silver and the needy for a pair of sandals 
and sell the chaff of the wheat?”  

The LORD has sworn by the pride of Jacob: 
“Surely I will never forget any of their deeds.”  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM Psalm 113; antiphon: v. 3 

L  Praise the LORD! 
C  Praise, O servants of the LORD,  
  praise the name of the LORD! 
L  Blessèd be the name of the LORD 
  from this time forth and forevermore! 
C  From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
  the name of the LORD is to be praised! 
L  The LORD is high above all nations, 
  and his glory above the heavens! 
C  Who is like the LORD our God, 
  who is seated on high, who looks far down 
  on the heavens and the earth? 
L  He raises the poor from the dust 
  and lifts the needy from the ash heap, 
  to make them sit with princes, with the princes of his people. 
C  He gives the barren woman a home, 
  making her the joyous mother of children. Praise the LORD! 

  



 

EPISTLE READING 1 Timothy 2:1–15 

L The Epistle is from 1 Timothy, chapter 2. 
  
 First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 
thanksgivings be made for all people, for kings and all who are in high positions, 
that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. This 
is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all people to 
be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God, and there 
is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as 
a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper time. For this I was 
appointed a preacher and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a 
teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth. 
 I desire then that in every place the men should pray, lifting holy hands without 
anger or quarreling; likewise, also that women should adorn themselves in 
respectable apparel, with modesty and self-control, not with braided hair and gold 
or pearls or costly attire, but with what is proper for women who profess 
godliness—with good works. Let a woman learn quietly with all submissiveness. 
I do not permit a woman to teach or to exercise authority over a man; rather, she 
is to remain quiet. For Adam was formed first, then Eve; and Adam was not 
deceived, but the woman was deceived and became a transgressor. Yet she will be 
saved through childbearing—if they continue in faith and love and holiness, with 
self-control. 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION John 6:68 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

THE HOLY GOSPEL Luke 16:1–15 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the sixteenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 [Jesus] also said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and 
charges were brought to him that this man was wasting his possessions. And he 
called him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Turn in the account 
of your management, for you can no longer be manager.’ And the manager said to 
himself, ‘What shall I do, since my master is taking the management away from 
me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. I have decided what 
to do, so that when I am removed from management, people may receive me into 
their houses.’ So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he said to the first, 
‘How much do you owe my master?’ He said, ‘A hundred measures of oil.’ He said 
to him, ‘Take your bill, and sit down quickly and write fifty.’ Then he said to 
another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He said, ‘A hundred measures of wheat.’ 
He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and write eighty.’ The master commended the 
dishonest manager for his shrewdness. For the sons of this world are more shrewd 
in dealing with their own generation than the sons of light. And I tell you, make 
friends for yourselves by means of unrighteous wealth, so that when it fails they 
may receive you into the eternal dwellings. 
 “One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and one who is 
dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much. If then you have not been 
faithful in the unrighteous wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? And if 
you have not been faithful in that which is another’s, who will give you that which 
is your own? No servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and 
love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot 
serve God and money.” 
 The Pharisees, who were lovers of money, heard all these things, and they 
ridiculed him. And he said to them, “You are those who justify yourselves before 
men, but God knows your hearts. For what is exalted among men is an 
abomination in the sight of God.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sit  



 

SERMON HYMN 557 Seek Where You May to Find a Way 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: Georg Weissel, 1590–1635; tr. Arthur P. Voss, 1899–1955, alt. 
Tune: Johann Stobäus, 1580–1646 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708390 
Tune: Public domain 

 
SERMON Use Today for Your Reward Tomorrow 

 Pastor Mark Stapleton 
 



 

Stand 
NICENE CREED 
 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Kneel  



 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

P Dear heavenly Father, You desire that all people are saved and come to a 
knowledge of the truth. Send out messengers and missionaries to every corner 
of the earth that people from every tribe, nation, and language would hear the 
saving mercy of Your Son, Jesus Christ. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Lord, send Your mercy to all who are struggling financially, the homeless, the 

poor, the unemployed, the underemployed, and those dealing with 
unexpected situations. Lead them through this challenging road and provide 
people and systems to help them. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Lord, walk with all those who are grieving in the shadow of death, [especially 

. . .]. Comfort them with the hope of the resurrection to eternal life. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Lord, You sent Your Son to be the mediator between God and humanity. 

Grant us peace and reconciliation in our homes, our congregation, our 
community, our country, and throughout the world. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Lord, look with favor upon all who are sick, injured, and recovering, [especially 

. . .]. Have mercy upon them and heal them according to Your will. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Lord, we commend all of these things to Your infinite mercies, which are new 

every morning. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. Amen. 

 
Sit 
 
 
 



 

OFFERING  
 

 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 
 

Use this QR Code to give a one-time or recurring donation to the fund of 
your choice, by credit/debit card, or checking account.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

OFFERTORY Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Stand  
SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
 
PREFACE 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you.  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord.  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Therefore, with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 
praising You and saying: 

 
SANCTUS  Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 
 



 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 
“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance 
of Me.” 

 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death 
until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  
 

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood 
to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and 
passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the 
dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. 
So, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 
LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

  



 

PAX DOMINI John 20:19 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

 
The people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign 
of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 
 
AGNUS DEI John 1:29 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Sit 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN 844 Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace 
 

 

 

 

 

Text: Olive Wise Spannaus, 1916–2018, alt. 
Tune: Georg Joseph, 17th cent., adapt. 
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708390 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 
DISMISSAL 

 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in 

body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 
C Amen. 

 



 

THANK THE LORD Psalm 105:1–3, 42–43; 1 Chronicles 16:8–10 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
 

A Let us pray. 
Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast 
to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the 
true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, 
we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb 
in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 
Stand 
BENEDICTION 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 



 

CLOSING HYMN 526 You Are the Way; through You Alone 
 

 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
POSTLUDE SONATA #1 

I. Presto 
Giuseppe Jacchini (1667-1727) 

 

 
SERVING IN OUR WORSHIP 
Rev. Mark Stapleton, Homilist & Liturgist   
Dr. Marc Brunelle, Director of Music/Organist 
Benjamin Siff & Emmett Needles, Trumpet 
Katie Pece, Lector (8:00am) 
Daylne Shinneman, Lector (10:45am) 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS 
Flowers on the Altar are given to the Glory of God, from Margery and Mark Bobysud in 
Praise and Thanksgiving on our 40th wedding anniversary on September 22. 
 



 

CANTATA CHOIR RESUMES MINISTRY 
Join Us Next Sunday – Blessing & Commissioning of the Cantata Choir 
We invite you to join us on September 28, at the 8:00 AM service as we bless and commission the 
Cantata Choir as they begin their ministry to bring joy and inspiration to our worship. 
 
We joyfully welcome them back and give thanks for the many ways they share their time and 
talent in service to our faith community and to the Glory of God. Come and be part of this special 
moment of worship and celebration! 
 
JUBILATION RINGERS 
We would like to bring back our handbell choir, but we need your time and talent. If you can 
read music and commit to the rehearsal schedule, please consider joining us. Rehearsals will 
take place on Sundays after the 10:45am service beginning on Sunday, September 28th. A 
detailed rehearsal and ringing schedule is available. To sign up, or for more information, 
please email Marc at m.brunelle@stjohnslagrange.org  
 
MUSIC FUND OF ST. JOHN’S 
The Music Ministry here at St. John’s is wholly reliant on the generosity of the members of the 
congregation through contributions to the Music Fund. The fund supports our efforts to 
provide uplifting and inspirational sacred vocal and instrumental music that enhances our 
experience of our worship to God. The three pillars of Stewardship: time, talent and treasure 
are essential for any music program to thrive and grow. Therefore, the Board of Worship 
would like to encourage you to consider donating to the Music Fund. There are white 
envelopes in the pews, or you can donate online.  
 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, 
English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good 
News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service 
Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House 
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