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WELCOME! TODAY WE CELEBRATE THE LORD’S SUPPER!

For baptized Christians (Matthew 28:19) who have been instructed in the faith

(Galatians 6:6), The Lord’s Supper is our participation in the body and blood of

Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 10:16), as the one body of Christ (1 Corinthians 10:17),

to receive forgiveness of sin (Matthew 26:28) and to proclaim the Lord’s death
until He comes (1 Corinthians 11:26).

So that those who partake of the Lord’s Supper do so in a worthy manner (1 Corinthians 11:27)
and not to their harm (1 Corinthians 11:29), let us each examine ourselves (1 Corinthians
11:28):

e Do you believe that you are a sinner? That you have sinned in thought, word and deed?

e Areyou sorry for your sin?

o Do you trust that Jesus Christ gives forgiveness of sin through His Supper?

e Do you believe that the body and blood of Jesus are present in, with and under the bread and
wine?

e Do you seek to lead godly lives by the power of the Holy Spirit?

Please speak to a pastor or usher if you have questions. Gluten-free wafers are provided upon

request. Non-alcoholic grape juice is provided in the center of each communion tray. Those
who are not communing may come forward for a blessing from the pastor.

AS WE GATHER

Finding one’s right place in each setting can be a challenge of life in any society.

In Bible times, it was important not only that people had seats in the right

location; it was equally important that they sat down in the right sequence. The

8 social guideline was this: at a session of study, precedence is to be given to

wisdom; in reclining at a feast, to age. Jesus was a close observer of the earthly

society in which He lived, including observing who sat where at a banquet table. He saw

firsthand how limiting and restrictive some tables were when people were excluded from the

feast. Contrasting those earthly tables, His description of the heavenly banquet was inclusive

and expansive. He said to His followers, “Many will come from east and west and recline at

table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 8:11). By faith, we

look forward to that wonderful banquet. But anywhere that we can be at the Lord’s Table is
the right place to be for us—including here and now!



PRELUDE

TOLLING OF THE BELL & WELCOME

Stand
INVOCATION HYMN 850 God of Grace and God of Glory
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3 Cure Your chil - dren’s war - ring mad-ness; Bend our pride to
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0 . -
o | [ I | \ | — I I
E—— - e ——
o < e * o e
pour Your pow’r; Crown Your an - cient Church’s sto - ry;
sail His ways! From the fears that long have bound us
Your con - trol; Shame our wan - ton, self - ish  glad-ness,
we de - plore; Let the gift of Your sal - va - tion
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Be our glo - ry ev - er - more. Grant us wis - dom,
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grant us cour - age For the fac - ing of this
grant us cour - age For the liv - ing of  these
grant us cour - age Lest we miss Your king - dom’s
grant us cour - age, Serv - ing You whom we a -
h [—
o | I | | |
GO s ] ——]
A3V I L/ I I bt & & (&)
o ' Y — g
hour, For the fac - ing of this  hour.
days, For the liv - ing of these days.
goal, Lest we miss Your king - dom’s goal.
dore, Serv. - ing You whom we a - dore.
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BLESSING OF STUDENT BACKPACKS & COMMISSIONING OF TEACHERS | 10:45AM




CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

RERE

In the name of the Father and of the "I Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Kneel | Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

CONFESSION OF SINS

()

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.
We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that
we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your
holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the "1+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Stand
SERVICE OF THE WORD
KYRIE Mark 10:47
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In peace let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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FESTIVAL CANTICLE | Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29
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We wor-ship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glo-ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God:
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You take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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You are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther; re-ceive our prayer.
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

(P) The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

P} Letus pray.
O Lord of grace and mercy, teach us by Your Holy Spirit to follow the example
of Your Son in true humility, that we may withstand the temptations of the
devil and with pure hearts and minds avoid ungodly pride; through the same
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

Sit
FIRST READING Genesis 22:1-19

The Old Testament Reading is from Genesis, chapter 22.

'After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he
said, “Here am 1.” 2He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love,
and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the
mountains of which I shall tell you.” 350 Abraham rose early in the morning,
saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac.
And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose and went to the place of
which God had told him. “On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw
the place from afar. "Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the
donkey; I and the boy will go over there and worship and come again to you.”
°And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son.
And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them together.
7And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here am I, my
son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt
offering?” $Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt
offering, my son.” So they went both of them together.

‘When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the
altar there and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on
the altar, on top of the wood. 'Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the
knife to slaughter his son. "But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven
and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here am I.” ?He said, “Do not lay



your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you fear God,
seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” *And Abraham
lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a
thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a
burnt offering instead of his son. “So Abraham called the name of that place, “The
LORD will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the LORD it shall be
provided.”

>And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven '°and
said, “By myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this and
have not withheld your son, your only son, "I will surely bless you, and I will
surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on
the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, *and in
your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have
obeyed my voice.” °So Abraham returned to his young men, and they arose and
went together to Beersheba. And Abraham lived at Beersheba.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 131; antiphon: v. 2

O LORD, my heart is not lifted up;
my eyes are not raised too high;
I do not occupy myself with things
too great and too marvelous for me.
But I have calmed and quieted my soul,
like a weaned child with its mother;
like a weaned child is my soul within me.
O Israel, hope in the LORD from this time forth and forevermore.

EPISTLE READING Hebrews 13:1-17
The Epistle is from Hebrews, chapter 13.
'Let brotherly love continue. 2Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for

thereby some have entertained angels unawares. *Remember those who are in
prison, as though in prison with them, and those who are mistreated, since you



also are in the body. ‘Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage
bed be undefiled, for God will judge the sexually immoral and adulterous. ’Keep
your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he has
said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” °So we can confidently say,

“The Lord is my helper; I will not fear; what can man do to me?”

’Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God. Consider
the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. 8Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday and today and forever. Do not be led away by diverse and strange
teachings, for it is good for the heart to be strengthened by grace, not by foods,
which have not benefited those devoted to them. '"We have an altar from which
those who serve the tent have no right to eat. "For the bodies of those animals
whose blood is brought into the holy places by the high priest as a sacrifice for sin
are burned outside the camp. 12So Jesus also suffered outside the gate in order to
sanctify the people through his own blood. *Therefore let us go to him outside the
camp and bear the reproach he endured. “For here we have no lasting city, but we
seek the city that is to come. ®Through him then let us continually offer up a
sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge his name. *Do
not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing
to God. "Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over
your souls, as those who will have to give an account. Let them do this with joy
and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you.

This is the Word of the Lord. @ Thanks be to God.

Stand
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION John 6:68

Text: Traditional

Tune: Fintan O’Carroll, d. 1977

Text: Public domain

Tune: © 1985 Fintan O’Carroll and Christopher Walker, admin. OCP Publications. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708390



THE HOLY GOSPEL Luke 14:1-14

Sit

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

I0ne Sabbath, when [Jesus] went to dine at the house of a ruler of the Pharisees,
they were watching him carefully. 2And behold, there was a man before him who
had dropsy. *And Jesus responded to the lawyers and Pharisees, saying, “Is it
lawful to heal on the Sabbath, or not?” “But they remained silent. Then he took him
and healed him and sent him away. And he said to them, “Which of you, having
a son or an ox that has fallen into a well on a Sabbath day, will not immediately
pull him out?” °And they could not reply to these things.

’Now he told a parable to those who were invited, when he noticed how they
chose the places of honor, saying to them, 3“When you are invited by someone to
a wedding feast, do not sit down in a place of honor, lest someone more
distinguished than you be invited by him, °and he who invited you both will come
and say to you, ‘Give your place to this person,” and then you will begin with
shame to take the lowest place. ’But when you are invited, go and sit in the lowest
place, so that when your host comes he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher.’
Then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at table with you. "For
everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will
be exalted.”

?He said also to the man who had invited him, “When you give a dinner or a
banquet, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich
neighbors, lest they also invite you in return and you be repaid. *But when you
give a feast, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, “and you will be
blessed, because they cannot repay you. You will be repaid at the resurrection of
the just.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



SERMON HYMN 719 I Leave All Things to God’s Direction
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and my rock is He: What pleas-es God, that pleas - es me.
preme must ev - er be:  What pleas-es God, that pleas - es me.
done e - ter - nal -ly:  What pleas-es God, that pleas - es me.
dures e - ter - nal - ly:  What pleas-es God, that pleas - es me.
SERMON The Ultimate Test
Pastor Mark Stapleton
Stand
NICENE CREED

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,



Kneel

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God, begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life -I- of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

(P} Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people

according to their needs.

Lord Jesus Christ, You descend from the heavens to feed Your people with
the food of eternal life. As we follow You, help us to feed others both with
earthly food and with heavenly food. Lord Jesus Christ, life-giving bread,

let me with holy food be fed.



Sit
OFFERING

Lord, we bring before You all those who have stopped following You. We
pray that You would soften their hearts and give us wisdom to share Your
words of eternal life so that they might follow You again. Lord Jesus Christ,
life-giving bread,

let me with holy food be fed.

Lord, You have borne our griefs and shared in our sorrows. Bring Your
comfort to all those who are suffering in grief, especially those we mention in the
silence of our hearts. Point them to the hope of the resurrection to eternal life
with Jesus. Lord Jesus Christ, life-giving bread,

let me with holy food be fed.

Eternal God, loving parent of us all, bless these students and teachers as they
begin the schoolyear. Support them in their successes and in their failures, in
their joys and in their sorrows. As they grow in knowledge, may they grow
in grace and wisdom, following the example of Jesus Christ, who was himself
a student and teacher. Lord Jesus Christ, life-giving bread,

let me with holy food be fed.

Lord, look with favor upon all who are sick, injured, and recovering, [especially
.. .]. Have mercy upon them and restore them to health according to Your
wisdom. Lord Jesus Christ, life-giving bread,

let me with holy food be fed.

Lord Jesus, we commend all these things to Your infinite wisdom and
guiding, for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE

Use this QR Code to give a one-time or recurring donation to the fund of
your choice, by credit/debit card, or checking account.




OFFERTORY Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.

Stand
SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

PREFACE
(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
(P} Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
P] Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.



) Ttistruly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by
His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore,
with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My I body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance
of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My *I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

(P} As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death
until He comes.



Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

) O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood
to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and
passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from
the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final
judgment. So, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

PAX DOMINI John 20:19

[P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

The people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of
reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22-24; Eph. 4:1-3).

AGNUS DEI John 1:29
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

DISTRIBUTION HYMN 842 Son of God, Eternal Savior
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Stand
DISMISSAL

P} The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in
body and soul to life everlasting. Depart "I+ in peace.
Amen.

NUNC DIMITTUS Luke 2:29-32
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pared in the sight of ev-’ry peo-ple: A light to re-
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veal You to the na-tions and the glo-ry of Your peo-ple Is-ra - el.
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Glo-ry be to the Fa-ther and to the Son and to the Ho-ly Spir-it;
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.

PosT-COMMUNION COLLECT

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.



Sit
BLESSING OF STUDENT BACKPACKS & COMMISSIONING OF TEACHERS | 8:00AM

Stand

BENEDICTION
(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN 620 Jesus Comes Today with Healing
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1Je - sus comes to - day with heal -ing, Knock-ing at my
2 Christ Him - self, the priest pre - sid - ing, Yet in bread and
3 Un - der bread and wine, though low - ly, I re - ceive the
o)
A Ib‘ f } T } } f I . .
S
door, ap - peal -ing, Of - f’ring par - don, grace, and peace.
wine a - bid -ing In this ho - ly sac - ra - ment,
Sav - ior ho - ly, Blood and bod - y, giv’n for me,
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He Him - self makes prep - a - ra - tion, And I  hear His
Gives the bread of life, once bro-ken, And the cup, the
Ver - y Lamb of God from heav-en, Who to bit- ter
o)
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in - vi - ta- tionn “Come and taste the bless - ed feast.”
pre - cious to - ken of His sa - cred cov - € - nant.
death was giv - en, Hung wup - on the curs - ed tree.

Text: Heinrich Puchta, 1808-58; tr. David W. Rogner, 1960

Tune: Johann Lohner, 1645-1705; adapt. Johann Balthasar Konig, 1691-1758
Text: © David W. Rogner. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708390
Tune: Public domain



ANNOUNCEMENTS

POSTLUDE

SERVING IN OUR WORSHIP

Rev. Mark Stapleton, Homilist & Liturgist

Dr. Marc Brunelle, Director of Music/Organist
Mark Behnke, Lector (8:00am)

Dalyne Shinneman, Lector (10:45am)

ALTAR FLOWERS
Flowers at the altar are given to the Glory of God in memory of my wife, Karen, by Jim
Fredrickson. September 1 would have been our52nd wedding anniversary.

CANTATA CHOIR VOICE TRIALS

We are currently holding informal voice trials for those that wish to become a member of the
Cantata Choir. This gives us a chance to hear you sing, for proper placement in the choir, and
to review the expectations. All voice parts are welcome. A strong commitment to the rehearsal
and service schedule is expected. We will hold voice trials on Sunday, September 7 beginning
at 12:15pm -1:15pm in fifteen-minute increments in the choir room. To sign up, and for more
information, please email Marc at m.brunelle@stjohnslagrange.org.

JUBILATION RINGERS

We would like to bring back our handbell choir, but we need your time and talent. If you can
read music and commit to the rehearsal schedule, please consider joining us. Rehearsals will
take place on Sundays after the 10:45am service beginning on Sunday, September 28. A
detailed rehearsal and ringing schedule is available. To sign up, or for more information,
please email Marc at m.brunelle@stjohnslagrange.org

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible,
English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good
News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service
Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House
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