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AS WE GATHER

Sometimes one simple word can have two meanings that are complete

opposites. The word anxious is one of them. In English, it comes from the

old Latin verb “angere,” which means to “take hold of” or “to give pain.”

8 When Jesus says, “Do not be anxious,” He is inviting us to let go of that

which causes us pain and to trust in God’s complete and loving care. And

yet the flip side of “angere” describes a positive sense of eagerness. In the Advent hymn

“Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come” (LSB 350), we pray to our Savior: “Come, Thy

beauty let us see; anxiously we wait for Thee” (st. 1). May our faithful worship reflect that
hopeful kind of anxiety as we celebrate the presence of the Lord among us.

PRELUDE

TOLLING OF THE BELL

WELCOME

Stand

INVOCATION HYMN 733 O God, Our Help in Ages Past
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1 O God, our help in a - ges past, Our hope for years to come,
2 Un - der the shad-ow of Thy throne Thy saints have dwelt se - cure;
3 Be - fore the hills in or - der stood Or earth re-ceived her frame,
4 A thou-sand a - ges in Thy sight Are like an eve-ning gone,
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Our shel - ter from the storm-y blast, And our e - ter - nal home:
Suf - fi - cient is Thine arm a-lone, And our de-fense is sure.
From ev - er - last - ing Thou art God, To end-less years the same.
Short as the watch that ends the night Be - fore the ris - ing sun.

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

(P) In the name of the Father and of the I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



(P} If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Kneel | Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

(P} Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.
We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that
we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your
holy name. Amen.

P) Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the "I Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Stand
SERVICE OF THE WORD

KYRIE Mark 10:47
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a-bove and for our sal-va-tion let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world,  for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the uni-ty of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord.
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men.



FESTIVAL CANTICLE | This Is the Feast
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia.
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Wor - thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
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Bless -ing and hon - or and glo - ry and might be to
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God and the Lamb for - ev-er A - men.
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God,
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for the Lamb who was slain has be - gun His reign.
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Al - le - lu - ia, al -le - lu - ia.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P} Letus pray.
Almighty and merciful God, it is by Your grace that we live as Your people
who offer acceptable service. Grant that we may walk by faith, and not by
sight, in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
Amen.
THE FIRST READING Genesis 15:1-6

The Old Testament Reading is from Genesis, chapter 15.

IAfter these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not,
Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2But Abram said, “O
Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house
is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And Abram said, “Behold, you have given me no



offspring, and a member of my household will be my heir.” *And behold, the word
of the LORD came to him: “This man shall not be your heir; your very own son
shall be your heir.” And he brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven,
and number the stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So
shall your offspring be.” °And he believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as

righteousness.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM Psalm 33:12-22; antiphon: v. 20
Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD,
the people whom he has chosen as his heritage!
The LORD looks down from heaven;
he sees all the children of man;
from where he sits enthroned he looks out
on all the inhabitants of the earth,
he who fashions the hearts of them all
and observes all their deeds.
The king is not saved by his great army;
a warrior is not delivered by his great strength.
The war horse is a false hope for salvation,
and by its great might it cannot rescue.
Behold, the eye of the LORD is on those who fear him,
on those who hope in his steadfast love,
that he may deliver their soul from death
and keep them alive in famine.
Our soul waits for the LORD;
he is our help and our shield.
For our heart is glad in him,
because we trust in his holy name.
Let your steadfast love, O LORD, be upon us,

even as we hope in you.



EPISTLE Hebrews 11:1-16
The Epistle is from Hebrews, chapter 11.

"Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.
2For by it the people of old received their commendation. °By faith we understand
that the universe was created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not
made out of things that are visible.

“By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through
which he was commended as righteous, God commending him by accepting his
gifts. And through his faith, though he died, he still speaks. By faith Enoch was
taken up so that he should not see death, and he was not found, because God had
taken him. Now before he was taken he was commended as having pleased God.
°And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to
God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him. 7By faith
Noah, being warned by God concerning events as yet unseen, in reverent fear
constructed an ark for the saving of his household. By this he condemned the
world and became an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.

8By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was
to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going.
°By faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents
with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. ?For he was looking
forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is God. "By
faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, even when she was past the age,
since she considered him faithful who had promised. ?Therefore from one man,
and him as good as dead, were born descendants as many as the stars of heaven
and as many as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.

BThese all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having
seen them and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were
strangers and exiles on the earth. “For people who speak thus make it clear that
they are seeking a homeland. **If they had been thinking of that land from which
they had gone out, they would have had opportunity to return. *But as it is, they
desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to
be called their God, for he has prepared for them a city.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION John 6:68
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.
HoOLY GOSPEL Luke 12:22-34

P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

2[Jesus] said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your
life, what you will eat, nor about your body, what you will put on. ?For life is more
than food, and the body more than clothing. 2*Consider the ravens: they neither
sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of
how much more value are you than the birds! And which of you by being anxious
can add a single hour to his span of life? *If then you are not able to do as small a
thing as that, why are you anxious about the rest? ??Consider the lilies, how they
grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was
not arrayed like one of these. 2But if God so clothes the grass, which is alive in the
tield today, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will he clothe
you, O you of little faith! ?And do not seek what you are to eat and what you are
to drink, nor be worried. *°For all the nations of the world seek after these things,
and your Father knows that you need them. *Instead, seek his kingdom, and these
things will be added to you.

32“Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the
kingdom. 3Sell your possessions and give to the needy. Provide yourselves with
moneybags that do not grow old, with a treasure in the heavens that does not fail,
where no thief approaches and no moth destroys. *For where your treasure is,
there will your heart be also.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
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SERMON HYMN 722 Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me
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1 Lord, take my hand and lead me Up - on life’s way;
2 Lord, when the tem -pest ra - ges, I need not fear,
3 Lord, when the shad-ows length - en And night has come,
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Di - rect, pro-tect, and feed me From day to day.
For You, the Rock of A - ges, Are al - ways near.
I know that You will strength - en My steps toward home.
A | == %
g = 4o P & @ Ff [ 2 =
Py) e T Yy — ' 1
With - out Your grace and fa - vor 1 go a - stray;
Close by Your side a - bid - ing, I fear no foe,
Then noth-ing can im - pede me, O bless - ed Friend;
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So take my hand, O Sav - ior, And lead the way.
For when Your hand is guid - ing, In peace I go.
So take my hand and lead me Un - to the end.
Text: Julie von Hausmann, 1825-1901; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt.
Tune: P. Friedrich Silcher, 1789-1860
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708390
Tune: Public domain
SERMON “Why Would I Drop You
when I Am Carrying You to Safety"?
Pastor Mark Stapleton
SoLO

Be Still and Know
Arr. Lloyd Larson

Be still and know that I am God. Be still and know that He is holy.
Be still, oh restless soul of mine. Bow before the Prince of Peace.
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APOSTLE’S CREED

Kneel/Sit

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life -I- everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

P)

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs.

Eternal Father, O God our Creator and Redeemer, we thank You that You
have drawn us to Yourself by the power of Your Word and our Savior Jesus
Christ, our Lord. For Your promises of life and salvation, we give You praise
and adoration as our God and Lord. Keep us in steady faith in You, guide our
steps in the ways of Your life-giving Word, and make us to be ever more Your
people of hope, love, and life. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Lord Jesus, as You strengthened Your early apostles by Your very presence,
so give strength and courage to church workers who continue in Your service



to this day. Guard and protect them from the assaults of the devil and bless
their service in Your Word and Sacraments. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

P) Almighty God, give Your blessing and guidance to all in authority and the
service of government in our land and throughout the world. Cause them to
pursue righteousness and justice in all their dealings that we may live in
prosperity and peace. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

(P} Give healing and comfort, O Lord, to all who are in trouble, danger, or illness,
[especially . . .]. Sustain their courage and faith in Your mighty care. Lord, in
Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

(P} Into Yourhands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your
mercy; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Sit
OFFERING

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE

Use this QR Code to give a one-time or recurring donation to the fund
of your choice, by credit/debit card, or checking account.

SoLo

How Can I Keep from Singing?
Arr. Richard Walert

My life flows on in endless song above earth’s lamentation.
I hear the real, though far off hymn that builds a new creation.

Stand



OFFERTORY Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19

What shall I ren - der to the Lord forall His ben - e-fits to

me? I will of-fer the sac-ri - fice of thanks - giv-ing  and will
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vows to the Lord now in the pres-ence of all His peo - ple, in the
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courts of the Lord’s house, inthe midst of you,O Je-ru-sa-lem.
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LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13

P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth

as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses



as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION

(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.

Amen.
CLOSING HYMN 504 Father Most Holy
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1 Fa - ther most ho - ly, mer-ci-ful, and ten - der; Je - sus, our

2 Trin - i - ty bless - ed,

u-ni-ty un-shak - en,

Good-ness un-

3 Mak -er of all things, all Thy crea-tures praise Thee; All  for Thy
A4 Lord God Al - might -y, un-to Thee be glo - ry, One in three
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Sav - ior, with the Fa - ther reign - ing; Spir - it of com - fort,
bound -ed, ver -y God of heav - en, Light of the an - gels,
wor - ship were and are cre - at - ed; Now, as we al - so
per - sons, o - ver all ex -alt - ed! Glo - ry we of - fer,
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ad - vo-cate, de - fend - er, Light nev -er wan - ing;
joy of those for - sak - en, Hope of all liv - ing,
wor - ship Thee de - vout - ly, Hear Thou our voic - es.
praise Thee and a - dore Thee, Now and for-ev - er.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

POSTLUDE

SERVING IN OUR WORSHIP

Rev. Mark Stapleton, Homilist & Liturgist

Dr. Marc Brunelle, Director of Music/Organist
Kristina Bachrach, Soprano

Rev. Stephen Knapp, Lector (8:00am)

Martin Haugen, Lector (10:45am)

ALTAR FLOWERS

Flowers at the Altar are given to the Glory of God in honor of Ronald Gallman, Sr.'s 80th
Birthday from the Gallman Family.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible,
English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good
News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service
Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House
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