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AS WE GATHER

In 1535, Martin Luther was asked by Peter, his barber, for instruction on
prayer. Luther wrote a little book explaining how he organizes his own
prayers to God. He pointed to the Lord’s Prayer as well as the Ten

A

Commandments and the Apostles’ Creed as ways to focus and form his
prayers. The Bible is filled with people who prayed consistently —people

like Abraham, Moses, Hannah, and David. In today’s Gospel, Jesus teaches His disciples
how to pray and shares two stories to emphasize the importance of bold, persistent prayer.

PRELUDE

TOLLING OF THE BELL & WELCOME
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INVOCATION HYMN

905 Come, Thou Almighty King

[)
"

| 100

| I |
o = e = -
1 Come, Thou al - might - 'y King, Help us Thy
2 Come, Thou in - car - nate  Word, Gird on  Thy
3 Come, ho - ly Com - fort - er, Thy sa - cred
A4 To Thee, great One in  Three, E - ter - nal
;#mh e e — e+ — |
= e R
Py} — T = I
name to sing; Help us to praise; Fa - ther all-
might y  sword, Our prayer at - tend. Come and Thy
wit - ness Dbear In this glad hour! Thou, who al -
prais es be Hence ev - er - more! Thy  sov-’reign
o) .

A N i — { > — N ] ]\
Lo o= —fF |= o——
glo - i - ous, O’er all vic - to - 1i-ous,
peo - ple bless, And give Thy Word suc - cess,

might y art, Now rule in ev - 'ty heart,

maj - es -ty May we in glo - 1y see,
I QI n t T > T 1 T T |
}:@ﬁ—i f o {7 —— o ~ —] |

| T | 4 | 1 | - 1 (K] i |

Py} i i i T

Come and reign o - ver us, An - cient of Days.

And Thy righ - teous-ness On us de - scend.

And ne’er from us de - part, Spir - it of pOwW’r.

And e - ter - mni -ty Love and a - dore.



The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

(P) In the name of the Father and of the I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

(P} If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Kneel | Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

(P) Most merciful God,

we call upon You because we are troubled by our sins—our sinful thoughts,
words, and actions. We are equally troubled by those times when we have
failed to act or speak up. Forgive us for the sake of Jesus, who delivered us
through His perfect life, death, and resurrection so that we may glorify You
with our lives.

P} Our God hears our prayers for mercy and graciously forgives our sins. As a
called and ordained servant of Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name
of the Father and of the "I Son and of the Holy Spirit. Go in peace.

Amen.
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SERVICE OF THE WORD
KYRIE Mark 10:47
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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[A] For the peace from a-bove and for our sal-va-tion let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world,  for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the uni-ty of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord.
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FESTIVAL CANTICLE | Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

Sit

(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P) Letus pray.
O Lord, let Your merciful ears be attentive to the prayers of Your servants,
and by Your Word and Spirit teach us how to pray that our petitions may be
pleasing before You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

THE FIRST READING Genesis 18:20-33

The Old Testament Reading is from Genesis, chapter 18.

2Then the LORD said, “Because the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is
great and their sin is very grave, ?I will go down to see whether they have done
altogether according to the outcry that has come to me. And if not, I will know.”

250 the men turned from there and went toward Sodom, but Abraham still
stood before the LORD. ?Then Abraham drew near and said, “Will you indeed
sweep away the righteous with the wicked? Suppose there are fifty righteous
within the city. Will you then sweep away the place and not spare it for the fifty
righteous who are in it? ®Far be it from you to do such a thing, to put the righteous
to death with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from
you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?” 2And the LORD said, “If
I find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I will spare the whole place for their
sake.”

”Abraham answered and said, “Behold, I have undertaken to speak to the
Lord, I who am but dust and ashes. #Suppose five of the fifty righteous are
lacking. Will you destroy the whole city for lack of five?” And he said, “I will not
destroy it if I find forty-five there.” Again he spoke to him and said, “Suppose
forty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of forty I will not do it.” 3Then
he said, “Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak. Suppose thirty are found
there.” He answered, “I will not do it, if I find thirty there.” He said, “Behold, I
have undertaken to speak to the Lord. Suppose twenty are found there.” He



answered, “For the sake of twenty I will not destroy it.” 3*Then he said, “Oh let
not the Lord be angry, and I will speak again but this once. Suppose ten are found
there.” He answered, “For the sake of ten I will not destroy it.” 33And the LORD
went his way, when he had finished speaking to Abraham, and Abraham
returned to his place.
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EPISTLE

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

O LORD, you have searched me and known me!
You know when I sit down and when I rise up;
you discern my thoughts from afar.

You search out my path and my lying down
and are acquainted with all my ways.

Even before a word is on my tongue,

behold, O LORD, you know it altogether.

You hem me in, behind and before,

and lay your hand upon me.

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;

it is high; I cannot attain it.

Search me, O God, and know my heart!

Try me and know my thoughts!

And see if there be any grievous way in me,
and lead me in the way everlasting!

The Epistle is from Colossians, chapter 2.

Psalm 139: 1-6, 23,24

Colossians 2:6—19

‘Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, 7rooted and

built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in
thanksgiving.

8See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit,

according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world, and
not according to Christ. °For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, %and



you have been filled in him, who is the head of all rule and authority. 'In him also
you were circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, by putting off the
body of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, ?having been buried with him in
baptism, in which you were also raised with him through faith in the powerful
working of God, who raised him from the dead. *And you, who were dead in your
trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with
him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, by canceling the record of debt that
stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross.
’He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by
triumphing over them in him.

1“Therefore let no one pass judgment on you in questions of food and drink, or
with regard to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath. "These are a shadow of the
things to come, but the substance belongs to Christ. '®Let no one disqualify you,
insisting on asceticism and worship of angels, going on in detail about visions,
puffed up without reason by his sensuous mind, and not holding fast to the
Head, from whom the whole body, nourished and knit together through its joints
and ligaments, grows with a growth that is from God.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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HoLY GOSPEL Luke 11:1-13

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eleventh chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

'Now Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he finished, one of his
disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.” 2And
he said to them, “When you pray, say:

“Father, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come.
3Give us each day our daily bread,
‘and forgive us our sins,
for we ourselves forgive everyone who is indebted to us.
And lead us not into temptation.”

SAnd he said to them, “Which of you who has a friend will go to him at midnight
and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves, ®for a friend of mine has arrived on
a journey, and I have nothing to set before him’; 7and he will answer from within,
‘Do not bother me; the door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed. I
cannot get up and give you anything’? ®I tell you, though he will not get up and
give him anything because he is his friend, yet because of his impudence he will
rise and give him whatever he needs. °And I tell you, ask, and it will be given to
you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. °For everyone
who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will
be opened. ""What father among you, if his son asks for a fish, will instead of a fish
give him a serpent; 2or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? ¥If you then,
who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will
the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
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SERMON HYMN

770 What a Friend We Have in Jesus
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What a priv-i-lege to car - ry
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Ev - ’ry-thing to God in prayer!
it to the Lord in prayer.
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Oh, what need-less pain we bear—
Who will all our sor-rows share?
it to the Lord in prayer.

Oh, what peace we of - ten for - feit;
Can we find a friend so faith - ful
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All be-cause we do not car - ry Ev - ’ry-thing to God in prayer!
Je - sus knows our ev-’ry weak-ness— Take it to the Lord in prayer.
In His arms He’ll take and shield thee; Thou wilt find a sol-ace there.

Give us this Day our Daily Bread
Pastor Mark Stapleton

APOSTLE’S CREED

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.



He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life I~ everlasting. Amen.

Kneel/Sit
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

(P} Brothers and sisters in Christ, I encourage you to lift your hearts to God and
pray with me as Jesus has taught us and promises to hear us.

Our Father in heaven,

(P} Heavenly Father, mercifully hear the prayers of your people on behalf of our
congregation, community, nation, and world.

Holy be Your name.

(P} Holy Lord, we know Your name is holy. We ask that it be kept holy among us
as we bear that name and live as Your people in this world.

Your Kingdom come.

P Lord Jesus, we thank You for planting Your Kingdom among us as You
nourish us with Your body and blood for the forgiveness of our sins. We
eagerly anticipate the fullness of Your kingdom coming and ask that You
continue to do Your good and gracious work in, through, and among us while
we wait for Your return.

Your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.

(P) Heavenly Father, we know that it is Your will that all people come to the
knowledge of the truth and are saved. Work Your will here on earth. Work
through our governing authorities and their agents to bring Your will to all
people.

Give us today our daily bread.



Sit
OFFERING

Loving Father, we thank and praise You for providing everything we need
for our bodies and lives. Prevent us from being selfish and greedy. As You
generously bless us, lead us to be a blessing to others, especially those who
are in need.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

O Jesus, forgive and empower us to forgive others so that our relationships
are ruled by Your peace. Create clean hearts within us so that we may
approach You boldly, with confidence.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.

Almighty God, as we face trials and temptations, strengthen us by the power
of Your Spirit so we can stand firm against the devil, the world, and our sinful
nature. Watch over all we name before You this day. Deliver us from evil now
and forever.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE

Use this QR Code to give a one-time or recurring donation to the fund
of your choice, by credit/debit card, or checking account.
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OFFERTORY Psalm 51:10-12
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LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13

(P) Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION

(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
Amen.



CLOSING HYMN 623 Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray
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1 Lord Je - sus Christt we hum-bly pray That  we may
2 Give us, who share this won-drous food, Your bod - vy
3 By faith Your Word has made us bold To seize  the
4 One bread, one cup, one bod -y, we, Re - joic - ing
5 Lord Je - sus Christ, we hum-bly pray: O keep us
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feast on You to - day; Be - neath these forms of
bro - ken and Your blood, The grate - ful  peace of
gift of love re - told; All that You are we
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bread and wine En - rich us with Your grace di - vine.

sins for - giv’n, The cer - tain joys of heirs of heav’n.

here re - ceive, And all we  are to You we give.

til You come To  bring Your scat - tered loved ones home.
wel - comed guest In heav - en’s high and ho - ly feast.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
POSTLUDE
SERVING IN OUR WORSHIP

Rev. Mark Stapleton, Homilist & Liturgist
Dr. Marc Brunelle, Director of Music
Gary Mayor, Lector (8:00am)

Mary Grether, Lector (10:45am)

ALTAR FLOWERS

Flowers on the Altar are given in thanksgiving to God for the many blessings received
throughout the years from the entire Nord and Alexander families.



Music FUND OF ST. JOHN’S
The Music Ministry here at St. John’s is wholly reliant on the generosity of the
members of the congregation through contributions to the Music Fund. The
fund supports our efforts to provide uplifting and inspirational sacred vocal
and instrumental music that enhances our experience of our worship to God.
The three pillars of Stewardship: time, talent and treasure are essential for any music program
to thrive and grow. Therefore, the Board of Worship would like to encourage you to consider
donating to the Music Fund. There are white envelopes in the pews, or you can donate online.
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Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible,
English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good
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