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Third Sunday after the Epiphany 21 January 2024



WELCOME - TODAY WE CELEBRATE THE LORD’S SUPPER!

For baptized Christians (Matthew 28:19) who have been instructed in the faith (Galatians 6:6), The
Lord’s Supper is our participation in the body and blood of Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 10:16), as
the one body of Christ (1 Corinthians 10:17), to receive forgiveness of sin (Matthew 26:28) and to
proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes (1 Corinthians 11:26).

So that those who partake of the Lord’s Supper do so in a worthy manner (1 Corinthians 11:27) and
not to their harm (1 Corinthians 11:29), let us each examine ourselves (1 Corinthians 11:28):

Do you believe that you are a sinner? That you have sinned in thought, word and deed?
Are you sorry for your sin?

Do you trust that Jesus Christ gives forgiveness of sin through His Supper?

Do you believe that the body and blood of Jesus are present in, with and under the bread
and wine?

Do you seek to lead godly lives by the power of the Holy Spirit?

Please speak to a pastor or usher if you have questions. Gluten-free wafers are provided upon
request. Non-alcoholic grape juice is provided in the center of each communion tray. Those who
are not communing may come forward for a blessing from the pastor.

As We Gather

Bell

Ever had those days that felt like weeks or those weeks that felt like days? Those minutes
that felt like hours, or the hours that felt like minutes? Time is a fickle thing on this earth,
as we are bound by it yet our perspective of it is ever changing. Our Scripture Readings
today all deal with time. As God deemed it time for Nineveh to have the opportunity to
repent and know His grace, He came to Jonah a second time. In the Epistle, Paul reminds
us time is short, and the physical world is passing away. In the Gospel, Jesus would
begin His earthly ministry and call His disciples, echoing the words of John the Baptist,
“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand” (Mark 1:15). Though to the
Lord a day is like a thousand years and a thousand years are like a day, we live each day
knowing that all time is in His hands. Until He calls His people to glory, we rejoice for
the time to gather where His Spirit is, be blessed by His Word of Law and Gospel, rejoice
in mercy and forgiveness, and make use of the time given to be witnesses to others.

Prelude "You Are the Image and the Hope” Jacques Berthier



Stand
735 Have No Fear, Little Flock
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1 Have no fear, lit-tle flock; Have no fear, lit - tle
2 Have good cheer, lit-tle flock; Have good cheer, lit-tle
3 Praise the Lord high a - bove; Praise the Lord high a -
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give you the King-dom; Have no fear, lit-tle flock!
His love for - ev - er; Have good cheer, lit-tle flock!
lift and re - store you; Praise the Lord high a - bove!
all things works with you; Thank-ful hearts raise to God!
Text (sts. 2—4): Marjorie A. Jillson, 1931-2010
Text (st. 1) and tune: Heinz Werner Zimmermann, 1930
Text and tune: © 1973 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708390
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
Invocation
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Exhortation LSB 151
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C  Butif we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Kneel/Sit

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.



Confession
)
C

Absolution
P

Stand
Kyrie

of Sins LSB 151
Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

LSB 151
Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.

e [— —
| o I I [ [ [

1
b

e ——

D)

Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

o]
&5
S 0 r - oo
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra-cious Lord.
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Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His peo - ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly king, al-might-y God and Fa - ther:

e}

) |
Ay e T . = — T .
R T PR

We wor-ship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glo-ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God:
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You take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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You are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther; re-ceive our prayer.
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.



Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C  And also with you.

P Letus pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our infirmities and
stretch forth the hand of Your majesty to heal and defend us; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.
Sit

Old Testament Reading Jonah 3:1-5, 10
A The Old Testament Reading is from Jonah, chapter 3.

'Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah the second time, saying, ?“Arise,
go to Nineveh, that great city, and call out against it the message that I tell
you.” 350 Jonah arose and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the
LorD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly great city, three days’ journey in
breadth. Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s journey. And he called
out, “Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5And the people of
Nineveh believed God. They called for a fast and put on sackcloth, from the
greatest of them to the least of them. . ..

YWhen God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil way, God
relented of the disaster that he had said he would do to them, and he did not
doit.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



Psalm 62 Spoken at 8:00, Chanted at 10:45
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from him comes my sal- | vation.
’He only is my rock and my salvation,

my | fortress;*

I shall not be greatly | shaken.

C 3How long will all of you attack a man
to | batter him, *
like a leaning wall, a | tottering fence?
“They only plan to thrust him down from his high position.
They take pleasure in | falsehood.*
They bless with their mouths,
but inwardly | they curse.

A  SFor God alone, O my soul, wait in | silence,*
for my hope is | from him.
®He only is my rock and my salvation,
my | fortress;*
I shall not be | shaken.

C 70On God rests my salvation and my | glory;*
my mighty rock, my refuge | is God.

$Trust in him at all times, O people;
pour out your heart be- | fore him;*
God is arefuge | for us.



Epistle

A 9Those of low estate are but a breath;
those of high estate are a de- | lusion;*
in the balances they go up;
they are together lighter | than a breath.
10Put no trust in extortion;
set no vain hopes on | robbery;*
if riches increase, set not your | heart on them.

C  1Once God has spoken;
twice have I | heard this:*
that power belongs to God,
2and that to you, O Lord, belongs | steadfast love.
For you will render | to a man*
according | to his work.

1 Corinthians 7:29-35
A The Epistle is from 1 Corinthians, chapter 7.

»This is what I mean, brothers: the appointed time has grown very short.
From now on, let those who have wives live as though they had none, ®and
those who mourn as though they were not mourning, and those who rejoice
as though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no
goods, *land those who deal with the world as though they had no dealings
with it. For the present form of this world is passing away.

3] want you to be free from anxieties. The unmarried man is anxious about
the things of the Lord, how to please the Lord. ¥*But the married man is
anxious about worldly things, how to please his wife, **and his interests are
divided. And the unmarried or betrothed woman is anxious about the things
of the Lord, how to be holy in body and spirit. But the married woman is
anxious about worldly things, how to please her husband. *I say this for your
own benefit, not to lay any restraint upon you, but to promote good order
and to secure your undivided devotion to the Lord.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



Stand

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel Mark 1:14-20

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter.
C  Glory to You, O Lord.

14After John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel
of God, '5and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at
hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”

l’Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the
brother of Simon casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. 7And
Jesus said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you become fishers of men.”
18And immediately they left their nets and followed him. ’And going on a
little farther, he saw James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, who
were in their boat mending the nets. 22And immediately he called them, and
they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants and followed
him.

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C  Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit
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Children's Sermon

688 “Come, Follow Me,” the Savior Spake
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2“1 am  the light, I light the way, A god - ly
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O - bey My call and guid - ing. O bear the cross, what-

I keep your feet from stray - ing. 1 am the way, and
With meek-ness o - ver - flow - ing. My  heart, My mind, My
From sin and its temp -ta - tion. I am the ref - uge
In suf-f'ring be wun-daunt - ed. For those who bear the
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e’er be-tide, Take My ex-am - ple for your guide.
well I show How you must so - journ here be - low.
strength, My all, To God I yield, on Him I call.
of the soul And lead you to your heav’n - ly  goal”
bat - tle’sstrain The crown ofheav’n - ly life ob - tain.

Text: tr. Charles W. Schaeffer, 1813-96; (sts. 1-3, 5): Johann Scheffler, 1624-77; (st. 4): Geistliche Lieder und Lobgesénge, 1695
Tune: Bartholoméus Gesius, c. 15551613, adapt.
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon "Heroes of Faith?” Pastor Weidler
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Stand
Nicene Creed

I believe in one God,

12

the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the

dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life T of the world to come. Amen.



Kneel/Sit
Prayer of the Church

Response: Hear our prayer

Sit
Offering "Bless the Lord, Oh My Soul” John Behnke
Stand
805 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
0 & .
g = | I f | |
y 4N | | | | ) | | = = - -
| fan) -~ P | | | ~l () |l ~ | et |
ANV e w & ‘ | = | | |
Q) | I | [
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Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois
Text and tune: Public domain
Preface LSB 160
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We lift them to the Lord.
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[P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface (Full)

P Itistruly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for what had been hidden from before
the foundation of the world You have made known to the nations in
Your Son. In Him, being found in the substance of our mortal nature,
You have manifested the fullness of Your glory. Therefore with angels
and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 161
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.
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Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161

P

C

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on
those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh
to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the
salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body
and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O
Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit.
Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do
in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the
earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in
His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver
and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and
worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

P

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples
and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup
is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of
Me.”
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Proclamation of Christ
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s
death until He comes.
C  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and
blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your
holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your
resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your
coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and
teach us to pray:

Lord’s Prayer
C  Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Pax Domini All may share a sign of God's peace
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
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Agnus Dei LSB 163
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Sit
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750 If Thou But Trust in God to Guide Thee
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11If thou but  trust in to guide thee  And hope in
2 What can these anx - ious cares a - vail thee, These nev -er -
3 Be pa - tient  and a - wait His lei-sure In  cheer-ful
4 God knows full well when times of glad-ness Shall be the
fH | .
i i— I I i I i ] | = ] ! !
!9" ‘ 9 H I l,)l PN é r | I’“’ & 61
o “ T 1
Him through all thy ways, He’ll give thee strength, what-e’er be -
ceas - ing moans and sighs? What can it help if thou be -
hope, with heart con - tent To  take what - e’er  thy Fa - ther’s
need - ful thing for thee. When He has tried thy soul with
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tide thee, And bear thee through the e - vil days. Who trusts in
wail thee O’er each dark mo - ment as it flies? Our cross and
plea-sure And His dis - cern - ing love hath sent, Nor doubt our
sad-ness And from all guile has found thee free, He comes to
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God’s un - chang-ing love Builds on the rock thatnaught can move.
tri - als do but press The heav-ier for our bit - ter - ness.
in - most wants are known To  Him who chose us for His own.
thee all un - a - ware And makes thee own His lov - ing care.
5  Nor think amid the fiery trial
That God hath cast thee off unheard,
That he whose hopes meet no denial
Must surely be of God preferred.
Time passes and much change doth bring
And sets a bound to ev'rything.
6  All are alike before the Highest;

"Tis easy for our God, we know,
To raise thee up, though low thou liest,
To make the rich man poor and low.
True wonders still by Him are wrought
Who setteth up and brings to naught.



7 Sing, pray, and keep His ways unswerving,
Perform thy duties faithfully,
And trust His Word; though undeserving,
Thou yet shalt find it true for thee.
God never yet forsook in need
The soul that trusted Him indeed.

Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Text and tune: Georg Neumark, 1621-81
Text and tune: Public domain

Stand
The Dismissal

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve
you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace.

C Amen.

Thank the Lord LSB 164
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
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Post-Communion Collect

A Letus pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

C Amen.

Benediction LSB 166
P  The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.

C Amen.

L
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685 Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus
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04, . —t | |
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hope and love, Let wus do the  Fa-ther’s bid-ding. Faith-ful
that an-noy  Shall give way to mirth here - af - ter. Je - sus,
shuts us in Shall but prove the gate to heav-en. Je - sus,
con - stant - ly, Liv - ing there with You for -ev -er. Je - sus,
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Lord, with me a- bide; 1 shall fol - low where You guide.
here 1 share Your woe; Help me there Your joy to know.
here with You I die, There to live with You on high.
let me faith - ful be, Life e - ter - nal grant to me.

Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626-81; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt.
Tune: Georg G. Boltze, 18th cent.
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Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708390

Tune: Public domain

Announcements

Postlude

Acknowledgments

"Prelude and Fugue in C Minor” J.S. Bach

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of
Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2024 Concordia Publishing House.

Serving in Worship

SUNDAY SCHOOL

TRUTH TRAVELERS (JR HIGH)
ADULT BIBLE STUDY

BIBLE STUDY/SMALL GROUP
BIBLE STUDY/SMALL GROUP
WOMENS' SMALL GROUP
GRIEFSHARE

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY
CHOIR PRACTICE
CONFIRMATION CLASS
PICKLEBALL

BIBLE STUDY/SMALL GROUP
TRIP ORDER
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Rev. Ronald Weidler, Homilist

Rev. Mark Stapleton, Liturgist

Mr. Gregory Ceurvorst, Director of Music
Mrs. Christina Lass-Moore, Flute

Mission Notes

Sundays, 9:25, Music Rm (Second Floor)
Sundays, 9:25AM, Youth Rm (Basement)
Sundays, 9:25AM, Heritage Rm

Sundays, 6PM, Offsite

Mondays, 7PM, Zoom

Tuesdays, 8:45AM, Heritage Rm

Tuesdays beginning September 26, 1:00 — 2:30PM, Heritage Rm
Wednesdays, 9AM, Heritage Rm
Wednesdays, 7PM, 2" Floor, Music/Choir Rm
Wednesdays, 6:00PM, Heritage Rm
Thursdays, 6:30PM, Gym

Thursday, 7PM, Offsite

January 22
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Equipping ¢ Engaging ¢ Encouraging
St. John’s Lutheran Church and School
505 S. Park Rd. La Grange, IL 60525

www.sjlagrange.com
708-354-1690



