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The First Sunday after Christmas 31 December 2023



WELCOME - TODAY WE CELEBRATE THE LORD’S SUPPER!

For baptized Christians (Matthew 28:19) who have been instructed in the faith (Galatians 6:6), The
Lord’s Supper is our participation in the body and blood of Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 10:16), as
the one body of Christ (1 Corinthians 10:17), to receive forgiveness of sin (Matthew 26:28) and to
proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes (1 Corinthians 11:26).

So that those who partake of the Lord’s Supper do so in a worthy manner (1 Corinthians 11:27) and
not to their harm (1 Corinthians 11:29), let us each examine ourselves (1 Corinthians 11:28):

Do you believe that you are a sinner? That you have sinned in thought, word and deed?
Are you sorry for your sin?

Do you trust that Jesus Christ gives forgiveness of sin through His Supper?

Do you believe that the body and blood of Jesus are present in, with and under the bread
and wine?

Do you seek to lead godly lives by the power of the Holy Spirit?

Please speak to a pastor or usher if you have questions. Gluten-free wafers are provided upon
request. Non-alcoholic grape juice is provided in the center of each communion tray. Those who
are not communing may come forward for a blessing from the pastor.

As We Gather

Bell

How much time do we spend waiting? A study by the Timex corporation revealed that
the average American spends thirty-eight hours annually waiting in traffic and thirteen
hours each year on the telephone waiting for customer service. Waiting is not always
easy, but certain kinds of waiting are truly worthwhile. The Gospel for the First Sunday
after Christmas takes us to the temple in Jerusalem, where Simeon, a “righteous and
devout” man is “waiting for the consolation of Israel” (Luke 2:25). And his wait is more
than worthwhile. He gets to hold the infant Christ Child and to express his thanks
firsthand for the salvation that Jesus will accomplish. The waiting for Simeon was over.
God knew the exact right time for His beloved Son to come to earth into this sin-filled
world. God had a plan for salvation that was carried out faithfully and completely by
Jesus. As we worship, we echo the words of Simeon, thankful that our waiting for
Immanuel is over and that we are assured of the salvation brought by Jesus, the one for
whom Simeon was waiting so patiently.

Prelude "Mit Fried und Freud ich fahr dahin” Healey Willan



Stand

675 Oh, What Their Joy
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1 Oh, what their joy and their glo - ry must be,
2 In new Je -rtu - sa-lem joy shall be found,
3 We, where no trou - ble dis - trac - tion can  bring,
A 4 Now let us wor - ship our Lord and our King,
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Those end-less Sab - baths the bless - ed ones see!
Bless - ings of peace shall for - ev - er a - bound;
Safe - ly the an - thems of Zi - on shall sing;
Joy - ful-ly rais - ing our voic - es to sing:
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Crowns for the val - iant, to wea - ry ones rest;
Wish and ful - fill - ment are not sev-ered there,
While for Your grace, Lord, their voic - es of praise
Praise to the Fa - ther, and praise to the Son,
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God shall be all, and in all ev - er blest.
Nor the things prayed for come short of the  prayer.
Your bless-ed peo - ple shall ev - er- more raise.
Praise to the Spir - it to  God, Three in One.

Text: Peter Abelard, 1079-1142; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.

Tune: Antiphoner, 1681, Paris
Text and tune: Public domain




The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation
P Inthe name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Exhortation LSB 151
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C Butif we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Kneel/Sit
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins LSB 151

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Absolution LSB 151
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Stand



Kyrie LSB 152
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise



let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra-cious Lord.
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Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His peo - ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly king, al-might-y God and Fa - ther:
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We wor-ship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glo-ry.
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You take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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You are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther; re-ceive our prayer.
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You a-lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Letus pray.
O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the
incarnation of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human
nature. Grant that we may ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be
like us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.



Sit

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 61:10—62:3
A The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, chapter 61.

1] will greatly rejoice in the LORD;
my soul shall exult in my God,
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation;
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
For as the earth brings forth its sprouts,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up,
so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise
to sprout up before all the nations.

For Zion's sake I will not keep silent,
and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not be quiet,
until her righteousness goes forth as brightness,
and her salvation as a burning torch.
?The nations shall see your righteousness,
and all the kings your glory,
and you shall be called by a new name
that the mouth of the LORD will give.
3You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD,
and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



Psalm 111
A

Praise the LORD!
I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart,
in the company of the upright, in the congregation.

2Great are the works of the LORD,
studied by all who delight in them.

SFull of splendor and majesty is his work,
and his righteousness endures forever.

“He has caused his wondrous works to be remembered;
the LORD is gracious and merciful.

SHe provides food for those who fear him;
he remembers his covenant forever.

*He has shown his people the power of his works,
in giving them the inheritance of the nations.

"The works of his hands are faithful and just;
all his precepts are trustworthy;

Sthey are established forever and ever,
to be performed with faithfulness and uprightness.

‘He sent redemption to his people;
he has commanded his covenant forever.
Holy and awesome is his name!

WThe fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom;
all those who practice it have a good understanding.
His praise endures forever!



Epistle Galatians 4:4-7
A The Epistle is from Galatians, chapter 4.

4When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of
woman, born under the law, 5to redeem those who were under the law, so
that we might receive adoption as sons. °And because you are sons, God has
sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are
no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse LSB 156
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Holy Gospel Luke 2:22-40

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

2When the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses,
[Mary and Joseph] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord
P(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the
womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 2*and to offer a sacrifice according to
what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young
pigeons.” Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and
this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and
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Sit

the Holy Spirit was upon him. And it had been revealed to him by the Holy
Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. ?And
he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the
child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 2he took him
up in his arms and blessed God and said,

»“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace,
according to your word;
¥for my eyes have seen your salvation
Sithat you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
32a light for revelation to the Gentiles,
and for glory to your people Israel.”

3And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him.
3#And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child
is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is
opposed %(and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that
thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.”

%And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe
of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven
years from when she was a virgin, ¥and then as a widow until she was
eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and
prayer night and day. 3¥And coming up at that very hour she began to give
thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the
redemption of Jerusalem.

¥And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the
Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. “And the
child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was
upon him.

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.
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Children's Sermon

519 In His Temple Now Behold Him
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1 In His tem - ple now be-hold Him, See the long - ex -
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3 Je -sus, by Your pre - sen - ta - tion, When they blessed You,
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hold Him lie While His a - ged saints a - dore Him
weak and poor, Make us see Your great sal - va - tion,
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His re-deem - ed Shall break forth with one ac - cord.
al - le - lu - ia! Lo, thein-car - nate God Most High!
in Your glo - ry To Your Fa - ther, cleansed and pure.
Text: Henry J. Pye, c. 1825-1903, alt.
Tune: Henry Purcell, 1659-95, adapt.
Text and tune: Public domain
Sermon “Simeon, The Story of Patience” Pastor Stapleton
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Stand
Nicene Creed

C Ibelieve in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures

and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the
dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.



Prayer of the Church Response: Hear our prayer

Sit
Offering "On Christmas Night" arr. R.V.
Williams
Sofie Hemminger, voice
On Christmas Night all Christians sing to hear the news the Angels bring.
News of great joy news of great mirth
News of our merciful king's birth.
When sin departs before thy grace, then life and health come in its place.
Angels and men with joy may sing all for to see the newborn king.
All out of darkness we have light which made the angels sing this night.
Glory to God and peace to men now and forever more Amen.
Stand
Offertory LSB 159
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.
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Preface LSB 160
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P The Lord be with you.
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[P] Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface (Full)

P Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made
flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You
in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which are
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not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company
of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising
You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 161
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Prayer of Thanksgiving

P
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.

LSB 161
Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on
those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh
to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the
salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body
and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O
Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit.
Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do
in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the
earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in
His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver



and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and
worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples
and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup
is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of

Me.”
Proclamation of Christ

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s
death until He comes.
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and
blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your
holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your
resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your
coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and
teach us to pray:

Lord’s Prayer
C  Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
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and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Pax Domini All may share a sign of God's peace
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
Agnus Dei LSB 163
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Sit
Music During Communion
“A Christmas Carol”

Norman Dello Joio
The Christ child lay on Mary'’s lap. His hair was like a light.
Oh, weary, weary were the world. But here, here is all aright.

The Christ child lay on Mary's breast. His hair was like a star.
O stern and cunning are the kings, but here the true hearts are.

The Christ child lay on Mary's heart. His hair was like a fire.
Weary, weary is the world, but here the world’s desire.
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The Christ child stood at Mary's knee. His hair was like a crown.
And all the flowers looked up at him and all the stars looked down.

Oh, weary weary, were the world, but here the world is aright.

384 Of the Father’s Love Begotten

o ¥ | — |

J bl

| 158

1 Of the Fa - ther’s love be-got - ten FEre the worlds be -
2 Oh, that birth for - ev - er bless -ed, When the vir - gin,
3 This is He whom seers in old time Chant-ed of with
40 ye heights of heav’'n, a - dore Him; An - gel hosts, His
A5 Christ, to Thee, with God the Fa - ther, And, O Ho - ly

T ll) IF?_I ] F-.--_l

N>

——

e ow—e —F £ 95 ——]
U |

gan to be, He is Al - pha and O - me - ga,
full of grace, By the Ho - ly Ghost con - ceiv - ing,
one ac - cord, Whom the voic - es of the proph - ets

prais - es sing. Pow’rs, do - min - ions, bow be - fore Him
Ghost, to Thee Hymn and chant and high thanks - giv - ing
% I }7 — prem——" 1 — |
by | Jo— | 1 — I Jr— | | | |
@" [ "_7 | I 1 1 1 |
3] - o v

He the source, the end - ing He, Of the things that are, that
Bore the Sav - ior of our race, And the babe, the world’s Re -
Prom-ised in their faith-ful word. Now He shines, the long - ex -
And ex - tol our God and King. Let no tongue on ecarth be

And un - end - ing prais-es be, Hon-or, glo-ry, and do-

| ——
e | —_— | .
ANV - - | - | I - |
Py, T bt & [ bt - =
have been, And that fu - ture years shall see
deem - er, First re - vealed His sa - cred face
pect - ed; Let cre - a - tion  praise its Lord
si - lent, Ev - ’ry voice in con - cert ring
min - ion, And e - ter - nal vic - to - ry

19




AL
| 108

s o
S

Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.

Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.

Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.

Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.

Ev - er - more and ev - er - more. A - men.

Text: Aurelius Prudentius Clemens, 348—c. 413; (sts. 1-4): tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.; (st. 5): tr. Henry W. Baker, 1821-77
Tune: Plainsong, 13th cent., mode V
Text and tune: Public domain

Stand
The Dismissal

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve
you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace.

Nunc Dimittis

C Amen.
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to the Son and to theHo-ly Ghost; as it  was in the beginning,
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Post-Communion Collect

A Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

C Amen.

Benediction LSB 166
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.
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Dismiss
with Your Blessing
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1 Lord, dis-miss us with  Your bless-ing, Fill our hearts with
2 Thanks we give and ad - o - ra-tion For Your Gos - pel’s
3 Sav - ior, when Your love shall call us From our strug-gling
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o 1D | | )y o° [
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joy and peace; Let wus each, Your Ilove pos - sess - ing,
joy - ful sound. May the fruits of Your sal - va - tion
pil - grim way, Let not fear of  death ap - pall us,
0 b i [ —_— - o
Qe r
Tri - umph  in re - deem -ing grace. o re - fresh us;
In our hearts and lives a-bound. Ev - er faith- ful,
Glad Your sum - mons to o - bey. May we ev - er,
0 | .
g I i - |
Gi= Fr e - T s ir e 7
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0] re - fresh us, Trav - ’ling through this  wil - der - ness.
ev - er faith - ful To Your truth may we be found.
may we ev - er Reign with You in end - less day.
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Text (sts. 1-2): attr. John Fawcett, 17401817, alt.; (st. 3): Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, alt.

Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813-79
Text and tune: Public domain
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Serving in Worship

SUNDAY SCHOOL

TRUTH TRAVELERS (JR HIGH)
ADULT BIBLE STUDY

BIBLE STUDY/SMALL GROUP
BIBLE STUDY/SMALL GROUP
WOMENS' SMALL GROUP
GRIEFSHARE

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY
CHOIR PRACTICE
CONFIRMATION CLASS
PICKLEBALL

BIBLE STUDY/SMALL GROUP
TRIP ORDER

Presider: Rev. Mark Stapleton
Soloists: Rebecca and Sofie Hemminger
Director of Music: Mr. Gregory Ceurvorst
Mission Notes

Sundays, 9:25, Music Rm (Second Floor)
Sundays, 9:25AM, Youth Rm (Basement)
Sundays, 9:25AM, Heritage Rm

Sundays, 6PM, Offsite

Mondays, 7PM, Zoom

Tuesdays, 8:45AM, Heritage Rm

Tuesdays beginning September 26, 1:00 — 2:30PM, Heritage Rm
Wednesdays, 9AM, Heritage Rm
Wednesdays, 7PM, 2" Floor, Music/Choir Rm
Wednesdays, 6:00PM, Heritage Rm
Thursdays, 6:30PM, Gym

Thursday, 7PM, Offsite

January 8 and 22
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Equipping ¢ E_ngaging ¢ E_ncouraging
St. John’s Lutheran Church and School
505 S. Park Rd. La Grange, IL 60525
www.sjlagrange.com
708-354-1690
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