
 

 

 

 

 

 

TO US A CHILD IS BORN 
Thursday, December 21, 2023 

6:30 PM 
TO US A CHILD IS BORN 
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PRELUDE “Bring a Torch, Jeanette Isabella”        Jubilee Bells 

WELCOME                                                                                          Pastor Ron Weidler 

380 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

INVOCATION 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

All: Amen. 

RESPONSIVE READING 
L: To us . . . 

C: A Child is born! 

L: To us . . .  

C: A Son is given! 

L: This Christmas, we receive . . .  

C: The blessed gift of heaven. 
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NARRATIONS 

 

370 What Child Is This 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
 

ANTHEMS “Ring, Ring, Ring the Bells”        Preschool & Kindergarten 

“In A Little Stable” 
(Text by H.W. Gockel; Music by E.W. Schoeter) 

 
KINDERGARTEN:  

Our God gave us a promise true:  
His Son would come for me and you. 

1ST GRADE:  
His grace and peace to us will bring:  
This Prince of Peace, this holy King. 
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1ST GRADE & K : To us a Child is born! 
C: To us a Son is given! 

384 Of the Father’s Love Begotten 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

 

NARRATION  
7TH GRADE: “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you 
is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find 
a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.”  

1ST GRADE: And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 

1ST & 7TH GRADE: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom He is pleased!”  
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368 Angels We Have Heard on High 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
2ND & 3RD GRADE: 

The angels fill the nighttime air 
To sing and joyfully declare: 
“All praise to God in majesty; 
He sent His Son to set you free!” 

2ND & 3RD GRADE: To us a Child is born! 
 
C: To us a Son is given! 
 
 

ANTHEM “Gloria in Excelsis Deo”     Children’s Choir 
by Kenneth Kosche 

NARRATION  
7TH GRADE: “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known 
to us.”  
NARRATION 
2ND & 3RD GRADE: “But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. And the shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.”  
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393 Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
4TH GRADE:  

O shepherds, go and see the sight 
The angels gladly share this night. 
For Jesus is the holy Lamb, 
The Son of God, the great I Am. 

 
5TH GRADE:  

And He is your Good Shepherd too; 
He will lay down His life for you. 
So listen to His voice each day: 
He is the truth, the life, the way. 

 
 

4TH  & 5TH GRADES: To us a Child is born! 

C: To us a Son is given! 
 
 
ANTHEMS “He Is Born”   Junior Choir 

by Arnold B. Sherman 
 

“On A Silent Night” 
by Joyce Eilers 

NARRATIONS 
 



7 

 

OFFERING 
ANTHEM “Candlelight Carol”    Echoes of Praise 

by John Rutter 
 
 
OFFERTORY HYMN  
370 What Child Is This 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from 
the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
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6TH GRADE:  

For unto us a Child is born;  
He came to sinners all forlorn. 
When we were trapped in sin and shame, 
He made us pure and took our blame. 

This gift from God, this holy Son 
Died on the cross, salvation won. 
When He arose, He saved us all.  
Rejoicing, to our knees we fall! 

6TH GRADE: To us a Child is born! 
C: To us a Son is given! 
 

RESPONSIVE READING 
L: To us . . . 
CHILDREN:  A Child is born! 
ALL:  Thanks be to God! 
L: To us . . . 
CHILDREN: A Son is given! 
ALL:  Thanks be to God! 
L: This Christmas we receive . . . 
CHILDREN: The blessed gift of heaven! 
ALL: Thanks be to God! 
 

PRAYER                                                                                                           Pastor Mark Stapleton 
L: Let us pray, 
Father in heaven, thank You for sending us Your Son and our Savior, Jesus. Thank You for 
sending us the best gift of all: the Child in the manger who lived, died, and rose again for us. In 
His name we pray. Amen. 

All: Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and 
the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
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ANTHEM “To Us A Child is Born”   All Students 
by Rachel & Jacob Weber 

 
Congregation joins in singing final Refrain 

Refrain: 
To us a Child is born, 
To us a Son is given. 

This Christmas we receive 
The blessed gift of heaven. 

 
BENEDICTION 
 

387 Joy to the World 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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PARTICIPATING IN THE WORSHIP SERVICE: 

Reverend Ron Weidler Vacancy Pastor 
Reverend Mark Stapleton Associate Pastor 
Teri Lyn Mannes Principal 
Greg Ceurvorst Director of Music Ministries 
Kristen Stapleton Junior Choir & Echoes of Praise Director 
AnnLaura Tapia Children’s Choir Director 
Tom Wykert Soundboard 

CHURCH AND SCHOOL STAFF: 

Pastor Ron Weidler Vacancy Pastor 
r.weidler@stjohnslagrange.org 

Pastor Mark Stapleton, Associate Pastor 
m.stapleton@stjohnslagrange.org 

Greg Ceurvorst, Director of Music Ministries 
g.ceurvorst@stjohnslagrange.org 

Amy Strombom, Church Office Manager 
churchoffice@stjohnslagrange.org 

Teri Lyn Mannes, School Principal 
t.mannes@stjohnslagrange.org 

Stephanie Johnson, Director of Admissions & Marketing 
s.johnson@stjohnslagrange.org 

AnnLaura Tapia, School Office Assistant 
school@stjohnslagrange.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:school@stjohnslagrange.org
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Equipping  Engaging  Encouraging 
St. John’s Lutheran Church and School 

505 S. Park Rd. La Grange, IL 60525 
www.sjlagrange.com 

708-354-1690 

 


