The Stars of Christmas

The Star of David
December 20, 2023

Prelude

Bell

Welcome

We Greet Each Other

(stand)

Invocation and Opening Responses

P In the name of the Father and of the +Son and of the Holy
Spirit.

C Amen.

P And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky to
separate the day from the night,

C and let them serve as signs to mark seasons and days and
years, and let them be lights in the expanse of the sky to
give lights on the earth.”

All  And it was so. [Gen.1:14-16]

P When | consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the
moon and stars, which you have set in place ......

C  whatis man that you are mindful of him, the son of man
that you care for him?

All  You made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and
crowned him with glory and honor.” [Ps.8:3-5]



All

(God) took (Abraham) outside and said, “Look up at the
heavens and count the stars — if indeed you can count them.”
Then (God) said to him, “So shall your offspring be.”
Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as
righteousness

[Gen.15:5-6]

A star will come out of Jacob;

a scepter will rise out of Israel.

A ruler will come out of Jacob.... [Num.24:17,19]

To David God promised, “....the LORD himself will establish a
house for you...

“l will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.”

[2 Sam.7:11, 13]

The angel said to (Mary), “Do not be afraid...you will give
birth to a son.....The Lord God will give him the throne of
his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob
forever.” [Lk.1:30,32-33]

The Magi asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of
the Jews?

“We saw his star in the east and have come to worship
him.” [Matt.2:2]

We too are here, O Lord, to worship You, for we believe
You are “the Root and the Offspring of David, the bright
Morning Star.” [Rev.22:16]
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I too  will praise Him with a new song!

Text and tune: © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708390

Prayer

P The Lord be with you.

C  And also with you.

P Let us pray:
Shine down on us, O God, with the light of Your love and truth.
Pour into our hearts the knowledge of Your Son, Jesus Christ,
as well as the passion of His heart so we may let our lights
shine before others, so they may see our good works and give
You all the honor and glory;

All  through the true Star of creation and redemption, Your
Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.



(sit)
Reading 2 Samuel 7:1-17

God'’s Covenant with David

Now when the king lived in his house and the LorRD had given
him rest from all his surrounding enemies, the king said to Nathan the
prophet, “See now, | dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God
dwells in a tent.” And Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that is in
your heart, for the LorbD is with you.”

But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, “Go
and tell my servant David, ‘Thus says the LorRD: Would you build me
a house to dwell in? | have not lived in a house since the day |
brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but | have
been moving about in a tent for my dwelling. In all places where |
have moved with all the people of Israel, did | speak a word with any
of the judges of Israel, whom | commanded to shepherd my people
Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?” Now,
therefore, thus you shall say to my servant David, ‘Thus says the
LorD of hosts, | took you from the pasture, from following the sheep,
that you should be prince over my people Israel. And | have been
with you wherever you went and have cut off all your enemies from
before you. And | will make for you a great name, like the name of the
great ones of the earth. And | will appoint a place for my people Israel
and will plant them, so that they may dwell in their own place and be
disturbed no more. And violent men shall afflict them no more, as
formerly, from the time that | appointed judges over my people Israel.
And | will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the LORD
declares to you that the LoRD will make you a house. When your
days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, | will raise up
your offspring after you, who shall come from your body, and | will
establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for my name, and | will
establish the throne of his kingdom forever. | will be to him a father,
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and he shall be to me a son. When he commits iniquity, | will
discipline him with the rod of men, with the stripes of the sons of men,
but my steadfast love will not depart from him, as | took it from Saul,
whom | put away from before you. And your house and your kingdom
shall be made sure forever before me. Your throne shall be
established forever.”” In accordance with all these words, and in
accordance with all this vision, Nathan spoke to David.

Children’s Message
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Text and tune: Public domain



Message “The Star of David” 2 Samuel 7:1-17

Offering
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Text: © 1992 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708390
Tune: Public domain

Prayers from LSB “Evening Prayer” pp.244f
P Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,

C the light no darkness can overcome.

P Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening,

C and the day is almost over.
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All

Let Your light scatter the darkness

and illumine Your church.

Joyous light of glory:

of the immortal Father, heavenly, holy, blessed Jesus
Christ. We have come to the setting of the sun, and we look
to the evening light. We sing to God, the Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit: You are worthy of being praised with pure
voices forever.

O Son of God, O Giver of life:

the universe proclaims Your glory.

- special petitions may be spoken here -

Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who led
Your people Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire
by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your Christ; may
His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for You
are merciful, and You love Your whole creation

and we, Your creatures, glorify You, Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

All

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as itis in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.



Blessing

P Let us bless the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the +Son, and the
Holy Spirit, bless and preserve us.

C Amen.
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Text and tune: Public domain

Announcements

Postlude



