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The Third Sunday in Advent 17 December 2023



WELCOME - TODAY WE CELEBRATE THE LORD’S SUPPER!

For baptized Christians (Matthew 28:19) who have been instructed in the faith (Galatians 6:6),
The Lord’s Supper is our participation in the body and blood of Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians
10:16), as the one body of Christ (1 Corinthians 10:17), to receive forgiveness of sin (Matthew
26:28) and to proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes (1 Corinthians 11:26).

So that those who partake of the Lord’s Supper do so in a worthy manner (1 Corinthians
11:27) and not to their harm (1 Corinthians 11:29), let us each examine ourselves (1
Corinthians 11:28):

Do you believe that you are a sinner? That you have sinned in thought, word and
deed?

Are you sorry for your sin?

Do you trust that Jesus Christ gives forgiveness of sin through His Supper?

Do you believe that the body and blood of Jesus are present in, with and under the
bread and wine?

Do you seek to lead godly lives by the power of the Holy Spirit?

Please speak to a pastor or usher if you have questions. Gluten-free wafers are provided upon
request. Non-alcoholic grape juice is provided in the center of each communion tray. Those
who are not communing may come forward for a blessing from the pastor.

As We Gather

Bell

Advent is the season of waiting! As we wait, we have a special job to do. We
joyfully get ready for Jesus” arrival by remembering the ministry of John the
Baptist, who came as a witness to Christ, the light of the world. John himself
was not the light, nor was he the centerpiece of God’s plan to save the world;
no, John's life was dedicated to preparing the way before the Lord and to get
people ready for Jesus coming to the rescue of His people. In many ways, we
are invited to be like John. Through our personal witness to Christ in our
interpersonal relationships with others, God is working through us so that
others will come to know His Son. Our goal is not only to trust in Jesus for
ourselves but also to let the world know that He is coming to save them too.
And His soon-to-come arrival will be well worth the wait!

Prelude "Nun Komm, der Heiden Heiland" J.S. Bach
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402 The Only Son from Heaven
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Text (sts. 1-3): Elisabeth Cruciger, c. 1500-1535; (sts. 1-3): tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806-74, alt.; (st. 4): Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978

Tune: Eyn Enchiridion oder Handbiichlein, 1524, Erfurt
Text and tune: Public domain



The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
Invocation

P Inthe name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Exhortation LSB 151
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C  Butif we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Kneel/Sit

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins LSB 151

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

C  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Absolution LSB 151
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Stand



Kyrie LSB 152
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
o}

ymn |

S E— | ol

S) o o L I E—— E—

and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise
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Salutation
P
C

Sit

and Collect of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the
darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lighting of the Advent Wreath

8:00, The Hemminger Family
10:45, The Smith Family



Old Testament Reading

A

The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, chapter 61.

The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me,

because the LORD has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor;

he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,

and the opening of the prison to those who are bound;
2to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor,

and the day of vengeance of our God;

to comfort all who mourn;
3to grant to those who mourn in Zion—

to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes,
the oil of gladness instead of mourning,

the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit;
that they may be called oaks of righteousness,

the planting of the LORD, that he may be glorified.
4They shall build up the ancient ruins;

they shall raise up the former devastations;
they shall repair the ruined cities,

the devastations of many generations. . . .

8For I the LORD love justice;
I hate robbery and wrong;
I will faithfully give them their recompense,
and I will make an everlasting covenant with them.
Their offspring shall be known among the nations,
and their descendants in the midst of the peoples;
all who see them shall acknowledge them,
that they are an offspring the LORD has blessed.
1] will greatly rejoice in the LORD;
my soul shall exult in my God,
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation;

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11



he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,

as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.

For as the earth brings forth its sprouts,

and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up,
so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise
to sprout up before all the nations.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Psalm

Chanted at 8:00, spoken at 10:45
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!When the LORD restored the fortunes of | Zion,*
we were like | those who dream.

C  2Then our mouth was filled with | laughter,*

and our tongue with | shouts of joy;

A  then they said among the nations,

“The LORD has done great | things for them.”*
3The LORD has done great things for us; | we are glad

C  “Restore our fortunes, | O LORD,*

like streams in the | Negeb!



A 5Those who | sow in tears®
shall reap with | shouts of joy!

C °He who goes out weeping,
bearing the seed for | sowing,*
shall come home with shouts of joy,
bringing his | sheaves with him.

Epistle 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
A The Epistle is from 1 Thessalonians, chapter 5.

16Rejoice always, 7pray without ceasing, ®give thanks in all circumstances;
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 1?Do not quench the Spirit.
2Do not despise prophecies, >'but test everything; hold fast what is good.
2Abstain from every form of evil.

ZNow may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may
your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ. 2He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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Holy Gospel John 1:6-8, 19-28

Sit

Children's Sermon

10

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.
C  Glory to You, O Lord.

¢There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a
witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him.
$He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. . . .

9This is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from
Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” *He confessed, and did not deny, but
confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 2!And they asked him, “What then? Are you
Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered,
“No.” 2250 they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an answer to
those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 2He said, “I am the
voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’
as the prophet Isaiah said.”

2(Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) »They asked him, “Then
why are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the
Prophet?” 2John answered them, “I baptize with water, but among you
stands one you do not know, Zeven he who comes after me, the strap of
whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 2These things took place in Bethany
across the Jordan, where John was baptizing.

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.




346 When All the World Was Cursed
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3 Be - hold the Lamb of God

the world was cursed
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Text: Johann Gottfried Olearius, 1635-1711; tr. Paul E. Kretzmann, 1883-1965, alt.
Tune: Ahasverus Fritsch, 1629-1701

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708390

Tune: Public domain

"How Straight Is Your Road These Days"”

Pastor Stapleton
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Stand
Nicene Creed

I believe in one God,

12

the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the

dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life T of the world to come. Amen.



Knee;/Sit
Prayer of the Church

Sit
Music During Offering

"Cries A Voice”

Response: Hear our prayer.

John A. Behnke
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Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, KéIn; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.

Tune: French, 15th cent.
Text and tune: Public domain
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Preface LSB 160
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface (Full)

P Itistruly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared,
proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who
takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that
they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again
in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company
of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising
You and saying:

14



Sanctus LSB 161
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Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on

those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh
to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the
salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body
and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O
Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit.
Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do
in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the
earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in
His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver
and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and
worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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The Words of Our Lord
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples
and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup
is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of
Me.”

Proclamation of Christ
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s
death until He comes.
C  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and
blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your
holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your
resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your
coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and
teach us to pray:

Lord’s Prayer
C  Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

16



and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Pax Domini All may share a sign of God's peace.

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.

Agnus Dei

LSB 163
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Sit
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332 Savior of the Nations, Come
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That the Lord chose such a birth.
Wom - an’s off - spring, pure and fresh.
God was there up - on His throne.
His he - 10 - ic course be - gan.
5  God the Father was His 7 From the manger newborn

source, Back to God He ran
His course. Into hell His
road went down,

Back then to His throne
and crown.

For You are the Father’s
Son Who in flesh the
vict'ry won.

By Your mighty pow’r
make whole All our ills of
flesh and soul.

D8

light Shines in glory
through the night.
Darkness there no more
resides;

In this light faith now
abides.

Glory to the Father sing,
Glory to the Son, our king,
Glory to the Spirit be

Now and through eternity.

Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340-397; German version, Martin Luther, 1483-1546; (sts. 1-2): tr. William M. Reynolds, 1812-76; (sts. 3, 6): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006; (sts. 4-5,
8): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913-2001; (st. 7): tr. Gifford A. Grobien, 1973

Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter
Text (sts. 3, 6-7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 4-5, 8): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708390
Text (sts. 1-2) and tune: Public domain




Stand
The Dismissal

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve
you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace.

C Amen.

Thank the Lord LSB 164
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Post-Communion Collect

A Letus pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

C Amen.
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Benediction LSB 166
P  The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.

345 Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding
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works of dark - ness, All you chil - dren of the day
sloth dis - pel - ling, Shines up - on the morn-ing skies.

tears of sor - row, One and  all, to be for - giv'n;
with  His mer - cy And  with words of love draw near.
liv - ing Spir - it While e - ter - nal a - ges run!

Text: Latin, ¢. 5th-10th cent.; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814-78, alt.
Tune: William H. Monk, 1823-89
Text and tune: Public domain

Announcements

Postlude "Fugue in A Minor” J. Pachelbel
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given in gratitude that our Lord, Jesus Christ would become one of us, live among us,

and ultimately sacrifice Himself to give us new life.

December 20, 7pm

Sundays, 9:25, Music Rm (Second Floor)

Sundays, 9:25AM, Youth Rm (Basement)

Sundays, 9:25AM, Heritage Rm

Sundays, 6PM, Offsite

Mondays, 7PM, Zoom

Tuesdays, 8:45AM, Heritage Rm

Tuesdays beginning September 26, 1:00 — 2:30PM, Heritage Rm
Wednesdays, 9AM, Heritage Rm

Wednesdays following 7pm Advent Midweek Services 2™ Floor, Music/Choir Rm
Wednesdays, 6:00PM, Heritage Rm

Thursdays, 6:30PM, Gym

Thursday, 7PM, Offsite

January 8 and 22
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St. John’s Lutheran Church and School
505 S. Park Rd. La Grange, IL 60525

www.sjlagrange.com
708-354-1690



