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Prelude

Welcome

“Overture” from the Messiah

Once in Royal David’s City

G.F. Handel

Rev. Ronald Weidler
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was that moth-er  mild, Je - sus Christ her lit - tle child.
poor and mean and low-1ly Lived on earth our Sav-ior ho - ly.
feels for all our sad-ness, And He shares in all our glad-ness.
leads His chil-dren  on To  the place where He is  gone.
stars His chil-dren, crowned, All in white, His praise will sound!



Bidding Prayer and Lord’s Prayer

P:

All:

Dear people of God, in this Christmas season with joy let us hear once
more the message of the angels, and in heart and mind go to Bethlehem
and see the Son of God lying in a manger. Let us hear in Holy Scripture
the story of God’s loving purpose from the time of our rebellion to the
glorious redemption brought to us by this Holy Child.

But first, let us pray for the needs of the whole world; for peace and
justice on earth; for the unity and mission of the Church for which he
died. Let us remember, in Christ’s name, the poor and helpless, the cold,
the hungry and the oppressed, all who are sick and who mourn, the
lonely and unloved, the aged and little children, as well as those who do
not know and love the Lord Jesus Christ.

Finally, let us remember all those who rejoice with us, but upon another
shore, and in a greater light, that multitude which no one can number,
whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom in the Lord
Jesus we are one for evermore.

And now, to sum up all these petitions, let us pray in the words which
Christ has taught us, saying:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

Sit



Senior Choir “0O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”  arr. Don Gillespie

The First Lesson Genesis 3:8-15
R: A Reading from the book of Genesis

And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of
the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD
God among the trees of the garden. But the LORD God called to the man and said
to him, “Where are you?” And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden,
and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told you
that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not
to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me
fruit of the tree, and I ate.” Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this
that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”

The LORD God said to the serpent,

“Because you have done this,

cursed are you above all livestock

and above all beasts of the field;

on your belly you shall go,

and dust you shall eat

all the days of your life.

I will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and her offspring;
he shall bruise your head,

and you shall bruise his heel.”

R: This is the Word of the Lord
All: Thanks be to God



Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
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1 Come, Thoulong -ex - pect-ed Je-sus, Born to set Thy peo-ple free;
2 Born Thy peo-ple to de-liv-er; Born a child and yet a king!
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From our fears and sins re-lease us; Let us find our rest in Thee.
Born to reign in  us for-ev -er, Now Thy gra- cious king-dom bring.
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Is - rael’s strength and con-so - la-tion, Hope of all the earth Thou art,
By Thine own e - ter-nal Spir-it Rule in all our hearts a - lone;
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Dear de - sire of ev-'ry na-tion, Joy of ev-'ry long-ing heart.
By Thine all - suf - fi - cient mer-it Raise us  to Thy glo-rious throne.
Text and tune: Public domain
The Second Lesson Jeremiah 23:5-6

R: A Reading from the book of Jeremiah

“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will raise up for David
a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute
justice and righteousness in the land. In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel
will dwell securely. And this is the name by which he will be called: “The LORD is
our righteousness.’

R: This is the Word of the Lord
All: Thanks be to God



Senior Choir “Lift Up Your Heads, O Gates” Sam Batt Owens
The Third Lesson Isaiah 9:2, 6-7
R: A Reading from the book of Isaiah

The people who walked in darkness

have seen a great light;
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,
on them has light shone.

For to us a child is born,

to us a son is given;

and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
and his name shall be called

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Of the increase of his government and of peace
there will be no end,

on the throne of David and over his kingdom,
to establish it and to uphold it

with justice and with righteousness

from this time forth and forevermore.

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

R: This is the Word of the Lord
All: Thanks be to God

Combined Choirs “To Us a Child is Born” Rachel & Jacob Weber




The Fourth Lesson Isaiah 40:1-5
R: A Reading from the book of Isaiah

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.

Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her

that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned,
that she has received from the LORD's hand

double for all her sins.

A voice cries:

“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD;

make straight in the desert a highway for our God.

Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,

and the rough places a plain.

And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed,

and all flesh shall see it together,

for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”

R: This is the Word of the Lord
All: Thanks be to God

Senior Choir “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People” arr. Paul G. Bunjes




The Fifth Lesson Micah 5:2-5
R: A Reading from the book of Micah

But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah,

who are too little to be among the clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me

one who is to be ruler in Israel,

whose coming forth is from of old,

from ancient days.

Therefore he shall give them up until the time

when she who is in labor has given birth;

then the rest of his brothers shall return

to the people of Israel.

And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD,
in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.

And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great
to the ends of the earth.

And he shall be their peace.

When the Assyrian comes into our land

and treads in our palaces,

then we will raise against him seven shepherds
and eight princes of men;

R: This is the Word of the Lord
All: Thanks be to God




The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came
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1 The an - gel Ga - bri - el from heav - en came,
2 “For know a bless - ed moth - er thou  shalt be,
3 Then gen - tle Mar - y meek - ly bowed her head;
4 Of her, Em-man - u - el, the Christ, was born
0 | . \
2 | N
B>—X o e o — P C— e ——
!J T r r | ——
With wings as drift - ed snow, with eyes as flame:
All gen - er - a - tions laud and  hon - or thee;
“To me be as it pleas - eth God,” she said.
In Beth - le-hem all on a Christ - mas morn,
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“All  hail to thee, O low-ly maid-en Mar - vy,
Thy son shall be Em-man-u - el, by seers fore - told,
“My soul shall laud and mag-ni - fy God’s ho - ly name.”
And Chris-tian folk through-out the world will ev - er say:
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Most high-ly fa-vored la-dy.” Glo - ri - a!
Most high-ly fa-vored la - dy.” Glo - ri - a!
Most high-ly fa-vored la - dy, Glo - 1 - a!
“Most high-ly fa-vored la - dy.” Glo - ri - a!

Text and tune: Public domain




The Sixth Lesson Luke 1:26-33

A Reading from the book of Luke

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee
named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the
house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary. And he came to her and said,
“Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” But she was greatly troubled
at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. And the
angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.
And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call
his name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High.
And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, and he will
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”

R: This is the Word of the Lord
All: Thanks be to God

Echoes of Praise “Candlelight Carol” John Rutter

Offering Mrs. Teri Lyn Mannes

“The Hands that First Held Mary’s Child”
Dan Forrest
Kristen Stapleton, voice
Dalyne Shinneman, clarinet
Dana Shinneman, piano
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The Seventh Lesson Luke 2:1-7
A Reading from the book of Luke

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should
be registered. This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of
Syria. And all went to be registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also
went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David,
which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to
be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. And while they
were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her
firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger,
because there was no place for them in the inn.

R: This is the Word of the Lord
All: Thanks be to God
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Away in a Manger
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I A - way in a man - ger, no crib  for a bed,
2 The cat - tle are low - ing, the ba - by a - wakes,
3 Be near me, Lord Je - sus; 1 ask Thee to stay
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The Lit - tle Lord Je - sus laid down His sweet head.
But lit - tle Lord Je - sus, no cry - ing He makes.
Close by me for - ev - er and love me, I pray.
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The  stars in the sky looked down where He lay,
I love Thee, Lord Je - sus! Look down from the sky,
Bless all the dear chil - dren in Thy ten - der care,
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The lit - tle Lord Je - sus a - sleep on the hay.
And stay by my cra - dle till morn - ing is nigh.
s tunﬁurgliccldomagake us to heav - en to live with Thee there.
Junior Choir & Echoes of Praise
“On A Silent Night”
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The Eighth Lesson Luke 2:8-20
A Reading from the book of Luke

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch
over their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. And
the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy
that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David
a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a
baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,

“Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”

When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened,
which the Lord has made known to us.” And they went with haste and found
Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. And when they saw it, they
made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. And all
who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured
up all these things, pondering them in her heart. And the shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told
them.

R: This is the Word of the Lord
All: Thanks be to God

Junior Choir “He Is Born” Arnold B . Sherman

13



Joy to the World
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1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth re-ceive her
2 Joy to the earth, the Sav - ior reigns! Let men their songs em -
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4 He rules the world with truth and grace And makes the na - tions
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room And heav’n and na - ture sing, And heav’'n and na - ture
plains Re - peat the sound-ing joy, Re - peat the sound-ing
flow Far as the curse is  found, Far as the curse is
ness And won-ders of His love, And won - ders of His
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sing, And heav’'n, and heav'n and na - ture sing.
joy, Re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing joy.
found, Far as, far as the curse 18 found.
love, And won - ders, won - ders of His love.
Text and tune: Public domain
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The Ninth Lesson John11:14
A Reading from the book of Luke

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and
without him was not any thing made that was made. In him was life, and the life
was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome it.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness, to
bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. # He was not the
light, but came to bear witness about the light.

The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. He was
in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know
him. He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. But to all who
did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children
of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of
man, but of God.

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory,
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.

R: This is the Word of the Lord
All: Thanks be to God

Children’s Choir
“Gloria in Excelsis Deo”
Kenneth Kosche
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O Come, All Ye Faithful Stand
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1 O come, all ye faith - ful, Joy - ful and tri - um-phant! O
2 High - est, most ho - ly, Light of Light e - ter - nal,
3 Sing, choirs of an - gels, Sing in ex -ul - ta - tion,
4 Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, Born this hap-py morn-ing;
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come ye, O come__ ye to Beth - le - hem;
Born of a vir - gin, a mor - tal He comes;
Sing, all ye «cit - i - zens of heav - en a - bove!
Je - sus, to Thee__  be glo - ry giv'n!
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Come and be - hold Him Born the king of an - gels:
Son of the Fa - ther Now in flesh ap - pear - ing!

Glo - ry to God In the high - est:
Word of the Fa - ther Now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
Refrain
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O come, let us a-dore Him, O come, let us a - dore Him,
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O come, let us a - dore Him, Christ the Lord!

Text and tune: Public domain
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Benediction and Dismissal Rev. Mark Stapleton
P The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.
C Amen.

P Letus go forth in peace,
C in the name of the Lord. Amen.

Angels We Have Heard on High
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I An - gels we haveheard on high, Sweet-ly sing-ing o’er  the plains,
2 Shep-herds,why this ju - bi-lee? Why your joy-ous strains pro-long?

3 Come to Beth-le - hem and see Him whose birth the an - gels sing;
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And the moun-tains in re-ply, Ech - o -ing their joy - ous strains.
What the glad-some tid - ings be Which in-spire your heav’'n - ly song?
Come, a-dore on bend - ed knee Christ the Lord, the new - born King.

Reffjain
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Text and tune: Public domain
Postlude “Pastoral Symphony” A. Corelli
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