St. John’s Lutheran Church and School

R
s T d

9
END&

TIMES!

HOW CLOSE ARE WE?

The First Sunday in Advent 3 December 2023



WELCOME - TODAY WE CELEBRATE THE LORD’S SUPPER!

For baptized Christians (Matthew 28:19) who have been instructed in the faith (Galatians 6:6),
The Lord’s Supper is our participation in the body and blood of Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians
10:16), as the one body of Christ (1 Corinthians 10:17), to receive forgiveness of sin (Matthew
26:28) and to proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes (1 Corinthians 11:26).

So that those who partake of the Lord’s Supper do so in a worthy manner (1 Corinthians
11:27) and not to their harm (1 Corinthians 11:29), let us each examine ourselves (1
Corinthians 11:28):

Do you believe that you are a sinner? That you have sinned in thought, word and
deed?

Are you sorry for your sin?

Do you trust that Jesus Christ gives forgiveness of sin through His Supper?

Do you believe that the body and blood of Jesus are present in, with and under the
bread and wine?

Do you seek to lead godly lives by the power of the Holy Spirit?

Please speak to a pastor or usher if you have questions. Gluten-free wafers are provided upon
request. Non-alcoholic grape juice is provided in the center of each communion tray. Those
who are not communing may come forward for a blessing from the pastor.

As We Gather

Welcome to the season of waiting! Not only is Advent a period of preparation
for Jesus’ first coming at Christmas, but this sacred season readies our hearts
for Jesus” ultimate coming: when He, as King of kings and Lord of lords,
returns in power on the Last Day, when every knee will bow before Him and
every eye will see Him as the One who reigns in sovereign majesty over all
things. Until the arrival of that glorious Day, we wait for Him in confident
faith, strengthened by His Word and Meal, trusting that He has redeemed us
by His cross and resurrection. With the expectant people of old, may our
worship together lead us to say: “Our soul waits for the Lord; He is our help
and our shield” (Psalm 33:20).

Prelude “Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme* J.S. Bach

Lighting of the Advent Wreath



516 Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying
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The Bride - groom comes, a-wake! Your lamps with glad - ness take!

Now come, Thou Bless-ed One,

Lord Je - sus, God’s own Son,
No eye has  seen the light, No ear has heard the might
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To meet the Bride-groom, who is near.”
To eat the Sup - per at Thy call.
Sing hymns of praise and joy to Thee!




The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation
P Inthe name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Exhortation LSB 151
P  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C  Butif we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Kneel/Stand

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins LSB 151

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

C  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Absolution LSB 151
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Stand



Kyrie LSB 152
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise
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Salutation and Collect of the Day

v}

The Lord be with you.
C  And also with you.

P Letus pray.
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may
be rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your
mighty deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Sit



Old Testament Reading Isaiah 64:1-9
A The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, chapter 64.

1Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down,
that the mountains might quake at your presence —
2 as when fire kindles brushwood
and the fire causes water to boil —
to make your name known to your adversaries,
and that the nations might tremble at your presence!
SWhen you did awesome things that we did not look for,
you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence.
*From of old no one has heard
or perceived by the ear,
no eye has seen a God besides you,
who acts for those who wait for him.
5You meet him who joyfully works righteousness,
those who remember you in your ways.
Behold, you were angry, and we sinned;
in our sins we have been a long time, and shall we be saved?
*We have all become like one who is unclean,
and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment.
We all fade like a leaf,
and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.
"There is no one who calls upon your name,
who rouses himself to take hold of you;
for you have hidden your face from us,
and have made us melt in the hand of our iniquities.
$But now, O LORD, you are our Father;
we are the clay, and you are our potter;
we are all the work of your hand.
Be not so terribly angry, O LORD,
and remember not iniquity forever.
Behold, please look, we are all your people.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
Cc Thanks be to God.



Psalm 80 Spoken at 8, Chanted at 10:45
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A 1Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel,
you who lead Joseph | like a flock!*
You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, | shine forth.

C ?Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Ma- | nasseh,*
stir up your might
and come to | save us!

A SRestore us, | O God;*
let your face shine, that we | may be saved!

C 4O LorD | God of hosts,*
how long will you be angry with your | people’s prayers?

A 5You have fed them with the | bread of tears*
and given them tears to drink in full | measure.

C  ‘You make us an object of contention for our | neighbors,*
and our enemies laugh a- | mong themselves.

A 7"Restore us, O | God of hosts;*
let your face shine, that we | may be saved!



Epistle 1 Corinthians 1:3-9
A The Epistle is from 1 Corinthians, chapter 1.

3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

4 give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that
was given you in Christ Jesus, 5that in every way you were enriched in him in
all speech and all knowledge —®even as the testimony about Christ was
confirmed among you—7so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift, as
you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, *who will sustain you to
the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. °God is faithful, by
whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse LSB 156
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Holy Gospel Mark 13:24-37
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the thirteenth chapter.
C  Glory to You, O Lord.

2[Jesus said:] “In those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be
darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will be falling
from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 22And then they
will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory. ?And
then he will send out the angels and gather his elect from the four winds,
from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.

28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender
and puts out its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you
see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates.
¥Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things
take place. 3'Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass
away.

32“But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels
in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. ¥*Be on guard, keep awake. For
you do not know when the time will come. 3t is like a man going on a
journey, when he leaves home and puts his servants in charge, each with his
work, and commands the doorkeeper to stay awake. ¥*Therefore stay
awake —for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the
evening, or at midnight, or when the cock crows, or in the morning — *lest he
come suddenly and find you asleep. ¥ And what I say to you I say to all: Stay
awake.”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit

Children's Sermon

10



508 The Day Is Surely Drawing Near
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Scrip - ture long has warned us.
His com-mand - ing.

known as they have been In  thoughts and words and ac - tions.
judg - e’s stern com-mand To Sa - tan be de - liv - ered.
can - not threat-en me; There is no con-dem - na - tion!

Text: Bartholoméus Ringwaldt, 1532-99; tr. Philip A. Peter, 1832-1919, alt.
Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1535, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon

"Passing the Test of Advent”

Pastor Stapleton

11



Stand
Nicene Creed

I believe in one God,

12

the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the

dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life T of the world to come. Amen.



Kneel/Sit

Prayer of the Church
Sit
Offering

Stand

Response: Hear our prayer

“Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending”

805 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

Sam Batt Owens
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Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois
Text and tune: Public domain
Preface
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P) Lift up your hearts.
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[P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface (Full)

P

Sanctus
o)

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared,
proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who
takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that
they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again
in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company
of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising
You and saying:

LSB 161
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Heav-en and earth are full of Your glo-ry., Ho - san-na. Ho -
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Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on

C

those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh
to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the
salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body
and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O
Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit.
Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do
in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the
earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in
His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver
and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and
worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

P

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the
new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

15



Proclamation of Christ
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s
death until He comes.
C  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and
blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your
holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your
resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your
coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and
teach us to pray:

Lord’s Prayer
C  Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Pax Domini All may share a sign of God's peace.
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.

16



Agnus Dei

LSB 163
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333 Once He Came in Blessing
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nour - ish Souls that they may flour - ish.
shar - ing Joy be - yond com - par - ing.
fess You Till in heav’'n we bless You.

Text: Johann Horn, ¢. 1490-1547; (sts. 1, 4): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.; (sts. 2-3): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006

Tune: Michael Weisse, c. 1480-1534

Text (sts. 2-3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708390

Text (sts. 1, 4) and tune: Public domain
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The Dismissal
P  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve
you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace.
C Amen.

Stand

Thank the Lord

LSB 164
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Post-Communion Collect

A Letus pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

C Amen.

Benediction
LSB 166
P  The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.
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350 Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come
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4 Hail! Ho - san - na, Da - vid’s Son! Je - sus, hear our
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O - pen are to Thee all por - tals. Come, Thy beau - ty
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Sav - ior, I will hom-age pay Thee, And in faith 1
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let us see; Anx - ious - ly we wait  for Thee.
will be mine When Thou art my guest di - vine!
will em - brace, Lord, Thy mer - it through Thy grace.
we may sing: Hail! Ho - san - na to our King.

Text: Johann Gottfried Olearius, 1635-1711; tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt.
Tune: Neu-verfertigtes Darmstadtisches Gesang-Buch, 1699, Darmstadt
Text and tune: Public domain

21



Announcements

Postlude. “Concerto after Vivaldi” J.G.
Walther

Acknowledgments

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of
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Serving in Worship
Homilist: Rev. Mark Stapleton
Liturgist: Rev. Ronald Weidler
Director of Music: Mr. Gregory Ceurvorst
Flowers.

Flowers given in thanksgiving for the wonderful faculty and staff
that have been a true blessing to St John’s Lutheran Church and School.

Mission Notes:

SUNDAY SCHOOL Sundays, 9:25, Music Rm (Second Floor)
TRUTH TRAVELERS (JR HIGH) Sundays, 9:25AM, Youth Rm (Basement)
ADULT BIBLE STUDY Sundays, 9:25AM, Heritage Rm
BIBLE STUDY/SMALL GROUP Sundays, 6PM, Offsite
BIBLE STUDY/SMALL GROUP Mondays, 7PM, Zoom
WOMENS' SMALL GROUP Tuesdays, 8:45AM, Heritage Rm
GRIEFSHARE Tuesdays beginning September 26, 1:00 — 2:30PM, Heritage Rm
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY Wednesdays, 9AM, Heritage Rm
CHOIR PRACTICE Wednesdays, 7PM, 2" Floor, Music/Choir Rm
CONFIRMATION CLASS Wednesdays, 6:30PM, Heritage Rm
PICKLEBALL Thursdays, 6:30PM, Gym
BIBLE STUDY/SMALL GROUP Thursday, 7PM, Offsite
LESSONS AND CAROLS Sunday, December 10, 6:30PM, Church
TRIP ORDER DATE December 11
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E_quipping ¢ E_ngaging ¢ E_ncouraging
St. John’s Lutheran Church and School
505 S. Park Rd. La Grange, IL 60525

www.sjlagrange.com
708-354-1690



http://www.sjlagrange.com/

