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As We Gather 

Too often we think about God’s being up in His heaven, looking down on us. 

Today’s Readings give us the correct perspective. Through Ezekiel, God 

announces that He is the One who will provide pasture for His people and 

that He will send them David to be their king. In the Psalm, we reflect that 

God is our maker. Christ is not only the first to rise from death, Paul explains 

in the Epistle; He is also the foremost, the One to subject all things under 

Him. And so His decisions when judging on the Last Day cannot be 

questioned. First and foremost, then, today is a day to let God’s Word give us 

a correct perspective. This last Sunday of the Church Year is an opportunity 

to “make a joyful noise to Him with songs of praise” (Psalm 95:2). 
 
Prelude                                              “Adagio”                                        C.M. Widor 
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Stand 

811 Oh, That I Had a Thousand Voices 
 
 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Mentzer, 1658–1734; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 

Tune: Johann Balthasar König, 1691–1758 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708390 

Tune: Public domain 
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Opening Versicles 

 
Common LSB 260 

L This is the day which the Lord has made; 

C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

L From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 

  

L Better is one day in Your courts than a thousand elsewhere; 

C I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in 

the tents of the wicked. 

L Make me to know Your ways, O Lord. 

C Teach me Your paths. 

L Sanctify us in Your truth. 

C Your Word is truth. 

  

L From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 

  

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 
 
Confession and Absolution 

 

P Let us confess our unworthiness and ask His grace and mercy. 

 

Through Ezekiel, God said that He would “search for My sheep and will 

seek them out.” 

C We confess that we have wandered away as erring sheep, preferring 

the pleasures of this world rather than the rich pastures You have 

provided. Forgive us, O Lord. 
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P Paul wrote that “God has put all things in subjection under [Christ’s] 

feet.” 

C We confess that we have not always been loyal subjects of our Lord, 

but have made decisions based on our own thoughts and desires. 

Forgive us, O Lord. 

  

P Jesus foretold that He will judge people about how they treated others—

the hungry, strangers, and prisoners. 

C We confess that we have not always sought to share Your love and 

meet the needs of the people around us. We cannot change without 

Your grace, mercy, and strength. Forgive us, O Lord. 

  

P Rejoice! The One who comes to judge is the same Jesus who is the one 

who gave His body and shed His blood for you on the cross. He is the 

first to rise from death, and by His grace we shall follow Him to His 

eternal kingdom. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 
Old Testament Canticle LSB 261 

 

 

 



 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
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Reading 
 
 Ezekiel 34:11–16, 20–24 

L A reading from Ezekiel, the thirty-fourth chapter. 

  

 11“For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep 

and will seek them out. 12As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among 

his sheep that have been scattered, so will I seek out my sheep, and I will 

rescue them from all places where they have been scattered on a day of 

clouds and thick darkness. 13And I will bring them out from the peoples and 

gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land. And 

I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in all the 

inhabited places of the country. 14I will feed them with good pasture, and on 

the mountain heights of Israel shall be their grazing land. There they shall lie 

down in good grazing land, and on rich pasture they shall feed on the 

mountains of Israel. 15I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I myself 

will make them lie down, declares the Lord GOD. 16I will seek the lost, and I 

will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will 

strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed 

them in justice. . . . 

 20“Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: Behold, I, I myself will judge 

between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. 21Because you push with side and 

shoulder, and thrust at all the weak with your horns, till you have scattered 

them abroad, 22I will rescue my flock; they shall no longer be a prey. And I 

will judge between sheep and sheep. 23And I will set up over them one 

shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and 

be their shepherd. 24And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant David 

shall be prince among them. I am the LORD; I have spoken.” 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalms, hymns, or choral music may be sung between the readings. 
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Psalm 95:1–7a 

 

A 1Oh come, let us sing | to the LORD;* 

 let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our sal- | vation! 

  

C 2Let us come into his presence with thanks- | giving;* 

 let us make a joyful noise to him with | songs of praise! 

  

A 3For the LORD is a | great God,* 

 and a great King a- | bove all gods. 

  

C 4In his hand are the depths | of the earth;* 

 the heights of the mountains are his | also. 

  

A 5The sea is his, for he | made it,* 

 and his hands formed the | dry land. 

C 6Oh come, let us worship and | bow down;* 

 let us kneel before the LORD, our | Maker! 

  

A 7For he | is our God,* 

 and we are the people of his pasture, 

 and the sheep | of his hand. 

Reading 1 Corinthians 15:20–28 

A The Epistle is from 1 Corinthians, chapter 15. 

  

 20But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those 

who have fallen asleep. 21For as by a man came death, by a man has come 

also the resurrection of the dead. 22For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ 

shall all be made alive. 23But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then 
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at his coming those who belong to Christ. 24Then comes the end, when he 

delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and every 

authority and power. 25For he must reign until he has put all his enemies 

under his feet. 26The last enemy to be destroyed is death.  27For “God has put 

all things in subjection under his feet.” But when it says, “all things are put in 

subjection,” it is plain that he is excepted who put all things in subjection 

under him. 28When all things are subjected to him, then the Son himself will 

also be subjected to him who put all things in subjection under him, that God 

may be all in all. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
952 Alleluia — II 
 
 

 

 
Text: Traditional 

Tune: Fintan O’Carroll , d. 1977 

Text: Public domain 

Tune: © 1985 Fintan O’Carroll and Christopher Walker, admin. OCP Publications. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708390 

 

 
Reading Matthew 25:31–46 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 31[Jesus said:] “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels 

with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne. 32Before him will be gathered 

all the nations, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd 

separates the sheep from the goats. 33And he will place the sheep on his right, 

but the goats on the left. 34Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, 
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you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 

from the foundation of the world. 35For I was hungry and you gave me food, I 

was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 
36I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in 

prison and you came to me.’ 37Then the righteous will answer him, saying, 

‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you 

drink? 38And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked 

and clothe you? 39And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ 
40And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of 

the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’ 

 41“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into 

the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 42For I was hungry and 

you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, 43I was a 

stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick 

and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44Then they also will answer, saying, 

‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick 

or in prison, and did not minister to you?’ 45Then he will answer them, 

saying, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it to one of the least of these, 

you did not do it to me.’ 46And these will go away into eternal punishment, 

but the righteous into eternal life.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
Sit 

Anthem (10:45)            "O God of Light, Who Made the Stars" Daniel Schwandt 
Stand 

Responsory 
 LSB 263 

L Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens. 

C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your 

glory dwells. 

L Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it. 

C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your 

glory dwells. 
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L Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your 

glory dwells. 
Stand 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 
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     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
Sit 

Children's Message 
 

525 Crown Him with Many Crowns 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–3, 5): Matthew Bridges, 1800–94, alt.; (st. 4): Godfrey Thring, 1823–1903 

Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–93 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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Sermon               "What Does This Mean?” and “How is This Done?" Pastor Weidler 
 

 

Stand 

Exchange of Peace All may share a sign of God's peace. 

Sit 
 
Offertory Anthem (8:00)   "O Lord of Light, Who Made the Stars" Daniel Schwandt 

 
Stand 

Offertory Hymn 

 

 

 
Text: Münsterisch Gesangbuch, 1677, Münster; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823–1904 

Tune: Silesian, 19th cent. 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Kneel/Sit 

Prayer 

L In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all 

our mind, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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L For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, 

and for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let 

us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common 

welfare of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and 

for all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and 

orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
 Stand 
Collect of the Day 

L Eternal God, merciful Father, You have appointed Your Son as judge of 

the living and the dead. Enable us to wait for the day of His return with 

our eyes fixed on the kingdom prepared for Your own from the 

foundation of the world; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Collect for the Word 

L Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our 

learning. Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and take 

them to heart that, by the patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we 

may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
Morning Prayer 

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, 

that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray 

that You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all 

my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend 

myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with 

me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. 

 
New Testament Canticle LSB 266 
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Blessing 
Benedicamus LSB 267 

L Let us bless the Lord. 
 

C Thanks be to God. 
Benediction LSB 267 

L The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, bless and preserve us. 

C Amen. 
Sit 
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Announcements 
 
 
Postlude                                   “Jesus Christ is Risen Today”                     H. Willan 
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Serving in Worship 

Homilist:  Rev. Ronald Weidler 

Liturgist:  Rev. Mark Stapleton 

Director of Music:  Mr. Gregory Ceurvorst 

Flowers 

Flowers at the altar are given by Joann Pyritz in thanksgiving for her parents Bob 

and Shirley Pyritz. 

 
 
Mission Notes: 

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL Sundays, 9:25, Music Rm (Second Floor) 
TRUTH TRAVELERS (JR HIGH) Sundays, 9:25AM, Youth Rm (Basement) 
ADULT BIBLE STUDY Sundays, 9:25AM, Heritage Rm 
BIBLE STUDY/SMALL GROUP Sundays, 6PM, Offsite 
BIBLE STUDY/SMALL GROUP Mondays, 7PM, Zoom 
WOMENS' SMALL GROUP Tuesdays, 8:45AM, Heritage Rm 
GRIEFSHARE Tuesdays beginning September 26, 1:00 – 2:30PM, Heritage Rm 
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY Wednesdays, 9AM, Heritage Rm 
CHOIR PRACTICE Wednesdays, 7PM, 2nd Floor, Music/Choir Rm 
CONFIRMATION CLASS Wednesdays, 6:30PM, Heritage Rm 
PICKLEBALL Thursdays, 6:30PM, Gym 
BIBLE STUDY/SMALL GROUP Thursday, 7PM, Offsite 
TRIP ORDER DATES                                                                                                    November 30 
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