
S t .  J o hn ’ s  Lut h e r an  C h u r ch  a n d  S c h oo l  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Twenty Fifth Sunday after Pentecost                                                                   19 November 2023 



 2 

WELCOME - TODAY WE CELEBRATE THE LORD’S SUPPER! 

For baptized Christians (Matthew 28:19) who have been instructed in the faith (Galatians 6:6), 
The Lord’s Supper is our participation in the body and blood of Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 
10:16), as the one body of Christ (1 Corinthians 10:17), to receive forgiveness of sin (Matthew 
26:28) and to proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes (1 Corinthians 11:26). 

So that those who partake of the Lord’s Supper do so in a worthy manner (1 Corinthians 
11:27) and not to their harm (1 Corinthians 11:29), let us each examine ourselves (1 
Corinthians 11:28): 

 Do you believe that you are a sinner? That you have sinned in thought, word and 
deed? 

 Are you sorry for your sin? 

 Do you trust that Jesus Christ gives forgiveness of sin through His Supper? 

 Do you believe that the body and blood of Jesus are present in, with and under the 
bread and wine? 

 Do you seek to lead godly lives by the power of the Holy Spirit? 

Please speak to a pastor or usher if you have questions. Gluten-free wafers are provided upon 
request. Non-alcoholic grape juice is provided in the center of each communion tray. Those 
who are not communing may come forward for a blessing from the pastor. 
 
 
 
As We Gather 

This Sunday and next we will consider how we should live between now and 

the Last Day. Our preparation for it is not a matter of simply believing 

correctly, for that would make our faith to be a good work. Rather, we are 

living in the end times, and by grace the Lord has already consecrated His 

guests. A Gospel-centered life means letting the Good News affect how we 

live in love today. Paul says we should “encourage one another and build 

one another up” (1 Thessalonians 5:11). We are very much like the servants in 

the Gospel, using the treasure our master has entrusted to us. We dare not 

keep our talents hidden, for they belong to God and should be invested! The 

Good News—that our Savior will return on that Day—is reason enough to 

take risks, investing our faith in loving the people around us. 
  
Prelude                                                “Trio”                                 L.N. Clerambault 
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Stand 

 
 

 

 
853 How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1982 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708390 

Tune: Public domain 
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The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
Exhortation LSB 203 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 

fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 

before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 

deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 

Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, 

our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: 

God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 
Kneel/Stand 

 
Confession of Sins LSB 203 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 

everlasting life. Amen. 

 
Prayer for Forgiveness 

P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be 

Your children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You 

daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your 

Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our 

prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
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Stand 

Kyrie 
 
 LSB 204 

 
 

 
Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and ever-living God, You have given exceedingly great and 

precious promises to those who trust in You. Dispel from us the works of 

darkness and grant us to live in the light of Your Son, Jesus Christ, that 

our faith may never be found wanting; through the same Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
Old Testament Reading Zephaniah 1:7–16 

A The Old Testament Reading is from Zephaniah, chapter 1. 

  

7Be silent before the Lord GOD! 

 For the day of the LORD is near; 

the LORD has prepared a sacrifice 

 and consecrated his guests. 
8And on the day of the LORD’s sacrifice— 

“I will punish the officials and the king’s sons 

 and all who array themselves in foreign attire. 
9On that day I will punish 

 everyone who leaps over the threshold, 

and those who fill their master’s house 

 with violence and fraud. 
10“On that day,” declares the LORD, 

 “a cry will be heard from the Fish Gate, 

a wail from the Second Quarter, 

 a loud crash from the hills. 
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11Wail, O inhabitants of the Mortar! 

 For all the traders are no more; 

 all who weigh out silver are cut off. 
12At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, 

 and I will punish the men 

who are complacent, 

 those who say in their hearts, 

‘The LORD will not do good, 

 nor will he do ill.’ 
13Their goods shall be plundered, 

 and their houses laid waste. 

Though they build houses, 

 they shall not inhabit them; 

though they plant vineyards, 

 they shall not drink wine from them.” 
14The great day of the LORD is near, 

 near and hastening fast; 

the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter; 

 the mighty man cries aloud there. 
15A day of wrath is that day, 

 a day of distress and anguish, 

a day of ruin and devastation, 

 a day of darkness and gloom, 

a day of clouds and thick darkness, 

 16a day of trumpet blast and battle cry 

against the fortified cities 

 and against the lofty battlements. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 



 8 

 
Psalm 90 Spoken at 8:00, chanted at 10:45 

 

A 1Lord, you have been our | dwelling place* 

 in all gener- | ations. 

  

C 2Before the mountains were brought forth, 

 or ever you had formed the earth | and the world,* 

 from everlasting to everlasting | you are God. 

A 3You return | man to dust* 

 and say, “Return, O chil- | dren of man!” 

  

C 4For a thousand years in your sight 

 are but as yesterday when | it is past,* 

 or as a watch | in the night. 

A 5You sweep them away as | with a flood;* 

 they are like a dream, 

 like grass that is renewed in the | morning: 

  

C 6in the morning it flourishes and | is renewed;* 

 in the evening it fades and | withers. 

A 7For we are brought to an end by your | anger;* 

 by your wrath we | are dismayed. 

  

C 8You have set our iniquities be- | fore you,* 

 our secret sins in the light of your | presence. 

A 9For all our days pass away un- | der your wrath;* 

 we bring our years to an end | like a sigh. 

  



 9 

C 10The years of our life are seventy, 

 or even by reason of strength | eighty;* 

yet their span is but toil and trouble; 

 they are soon gone, and we | fly away. 

  

A 11Who considers the power of your | anger,* 

 and your wrath according to the | fear of you? 

C 12So teach us to number | our days* 

 that we may get a heart of | wisdom. 

 
Epistle 1 Thessalonians 5:1–11 

A The Epistle is from 1 Thessalonians, chapter 5. 

  

 1Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no need to 

have anything written to you. 2For you yourselves are fully aware that the 

day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3While people are saying, 

“There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them 

as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. 4But 

you are not in darkness, brothers, for that day to surprise you like a thief. 5For 

you are all children of light, children of the day. We are not of the night or of 

the darkness. 6So then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake and 

be sober. 7For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, are 

drunk at night. 8But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, having put on 

the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 9For 

God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, 10who died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we 

might live with him. 11Therefore encourage one another and build one 

another up, just as you are doing. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 
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Alleluia and Verse 

 
 LSB 205 

 
 

 LSB 205 

 

 
 

 LSB 205 

 
 

 
Holy Gospel Matthew 25:14–30 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 14 “For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants[a] and 

entrusted to them his property. 15 To one he gave five talents,[b] to another two, to 

another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 16 He who had 

received the five talents went at once and traded with them, and he made five talents 

more. 17 So also he who had the two talents made two talents more. 18 But he who had 

received the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his master's money. 
19 Now after a long time the master of those servants came and settled accounts with 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+25%3A14-30&version=ESV#fen-ESV-24019a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+25%3A14-30&version=ESV#fen-ESV-24020b
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them. 20 And he who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents 

more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; here, I have made five talents 

more.’ 21 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant.[c] You have 

been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 
22 And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered 

to me two talents; here, I have made two talents more.’ 23 His master said to him, 

‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set 

you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 24 He also who had received the 

one talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping 

where you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, 25 so I was 

afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here, you have what is yours.’ 
26 But his master answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I 

reap where I have not sown and gather where I scattered no seed? 27 Then you ought 

to have invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have 

received what was my own with interest. 28 So take the talent from him and give it to 

him who has the ten talents. 29 For to everyone who has will more be given, and he 

will have an abundance. But from the one who has not, even what he has will be 

taken away. 30 And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place 

there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
Sit 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+25%3A14-30&version=ESV#fen-ESV-24026c
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Children's Sermon 
 
 
 
 
 
515 Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers 

 

 

 

 
Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 1660–1722; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823–1907, alt. 

Tune: Swedish 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon                         "Is Your Talent Buried in the Ground?" Pastor Stapleton 
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Stand 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the    

dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
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Kneel/Sit 

Prayer of the Church Response: Hear our prayer 
Sit 

Offertory Anthem (10:45)     "How Lovely and How Pleasant" Burkhardt/Vajda 
Stand 

786 Lord of All Good 

 

 

 

 
Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901–84, alt. 

Tune: Henry Lawes, 1595–1662 

Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708390 

Tune: Public domain 

 
Preface LSB 208 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting 

God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all 

creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us 

when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and 

laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die 

eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to 

all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will 

rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all 

the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 

evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus 
 
 LSB 208 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had 

mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in 

Him should not perish but have eternal life. 

  

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, 

who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all their 

children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised 

salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made 

His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him. 

  

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us 

through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully 

eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the blessings of 

forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His body and blood. 

  

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 



 17 

 
The Words of Our Lord 
 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 

and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 

given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup 

is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 

Me.” 

 
Pax Domini All may share a sign of God's peace 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
Agnus Dei LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 
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Sit 

641 You Satisfy the Hungry Heart 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Omer E. Westendorf, 1916–97 

Tune: Robert E. Kreutz, 1922–96 

Text and tune: © 1977 Archdiocese of Philadelphia, admin. International Liturgy Publications. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708390 
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Stand 

The Dismissal 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve 

you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
Nunc Dimittis 
 
 LSB 211 
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Post-Communion Collect 

 

A Let us pray. 

 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 

would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in 

fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 
Benedicamus LSB 212 

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen 
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534 Lord, Enthroned in Heavenly Splendor 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: George H. Bourne, 1840–1925, alt. 

Tune: William Owen, 1813–93 

Text and tune: Public domai 
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Announcements 

 
Postlude                                 “Basse de Trompette”                      L.N. Clerambault 
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Serving in Worship 

Homilist:  Rev. Mark Stapleton 

Liturgist:  Rev. Ronald Weidler 

Director of Music:  Mr. Gregory Ceurvorst 

Flowers 
Flowers at the altar are given by Ron and Ruth Gallman in honor of Ruth’s father Karl Stodden. 

 
 

Mission Notes: 

SUNDAY SCHOOL Sundays, 9:25, Music Rm (Second Floor) 
TRUTH TRAVELERS (JR HIGH) Sundays, 9:25AM, Youth Rm (Basement) 
ADULT BIBLE STUDY Sundays, 9:25AM, Heritage Rm 
BIBLE STUDY/SMALL GROUP Sundays, 6PM, Offsite 
BIBLE STUDY/SMALL GROUP Mondays, 7PM, Zoom 
WOMENS' SMALL GROUP Tuesdays, 8:45AM, Heritage Rm 
GRIEFSHARE Tuesdays beginning September 26, 1:00 – 2:30PM, Heritage Rm 
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY Wednesdays, 9AM, Heritage Rm 
CHOIR PRACTICE Wednesdays, 7PM, 2nd Floor, Music/Choir Rm 
CONFIRMATION CLASS Wednesdays, 6:30PM, Heritage Rm 
PICKLEBALL Thursdays, 6:30PM, Gym 
BIBLE STUDY/SMALL GROUP Thursday, 7PM, Offsite 
TRIP ORDER DATES                                                                                                    November 30 
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