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WELCOME - TODAY WE CELEBRATE THE LORD’S SUPPER! 

For baptized Christians (Matthew 28:19) who have been instructed in the faith (Galatians 6:6), 
The Lord’s Supper is our participation in the body and blood of Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 
10:16), as the one body of Christ (1 Corinthians 10:17), to receive forgiveness of sin (Matthew 
26:28) and to proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes (1 Corinthians 11:26). 

So that those who partake of the Lord’s Supper do so in a worthy manner (1 Corinthians 
11:27) and not to their harm (1 Corinthians 11:29), let us each examine ourselves (1 
Corinthians 11:28): 

 Do you believe that you are a sinner? That you have sinned in thought, word and 
deed? 

 Are you sorry for your sin? 

 Do you trust that Jesus Christ gives forgiveness of sin through His Supper? 

 Do you believe that the body and blood of Jesus are present in, with and under the 
bread and wine? 

 Do you seek to lead godly lives by the power of the Holy Spirit? 

Please speak to a pastor or usher if you have questions. Gluten-free wafers are provided upon 
request. Non-alcoholic grape juice is provided in the center of each communion tray. Those 
who are not communing may come forward for a blessing from the pastor. 

 

As We Gather 

Living in the ups and downs of this mortal life, in a world opposed to Christ 

and His purposes, it may seem like peace is a secret that must be found to be 

enjoyed. There is no secret, as it were, but the peace that passes 

understanding is hidden—hidden in Christ. This peace is not some relative 

calm against the upset of the world but knowing Christ and living in His 

strength, comfort, forgiveness, joy, and peace amid every circumstance of life. 

This is not to be confused with happiness, which is hard to find and ever 

harder to define. No, this gift of peace means knowing with contentment the 

steadfast love and mercy of God given to us in Christ Jesus, His Son. 

 
Prelude                           “Eternal Spirit of the Living Christ”                Healy Willan 
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Stand 

803 Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee 

 

 

 

 
Text: Henry Van Dyke, 1852–1933, alt. 

Tune: Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770–1827; adapt. Edward Hodges, 1796–1867 

Text and tune: Public domain 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Confession and Absolution 

Exhortation LSB 167 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
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Kneel/Stand 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 
Confession of Sins LSB 167 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 

loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For 

the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 

us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your 

ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
Absolution LSB 167 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 

Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
Stand 

 

Service of the Word 

Kyrie LSB 168 
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Gloria in Excelsis LSB 170 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, You invite us to trust in You for our salvation. Deal with 

us not in the severity of Your judgment but by the greatness of Your 

mercy; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

Sit 

 
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 25:6–9 

A The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, chapter 25. 

  

6On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples 

 a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine, 

 of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined. 
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7And he will swallow up on this mountain 

 the covering that is cast over all peoples, 

 the veil that is spread over all nations. 

 8He will swallow up death forever; 

and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all faces, 

 and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, 

 for the LORD has spoken. 
9It will be said on that day, 

 “Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he might save 

us. 

 This is the LORD; we have waited for him; 

 let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm 23 

A The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

C He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside 

the still waters. 

A He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his 

name's sake. 

C Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will 

fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort 

me.. 

A  Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou 

anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 

C Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: 

and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 
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Epistle Philippians 4:4–13 

A The Epistle is from Philippians, chapter 4. 

  

 4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your 

reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6do not be 

anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of 

God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 

minds in Christ Jesus. 

 8Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, 

whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is 

any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 
9What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me—practice 

these things, and the God of peace will be with you. 

 10I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your 

concern for me. You were indeed concerned for me, but you had no 

opportunity. 11Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned in 

whatever situation I am to be content. 12I know how to be brought low, and I 

know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the 

secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. 13I can do all things 

through him who strengthens me. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 173 
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Holy Gospel Matthew 22:1–14 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-second chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord 

 

 1Again Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying, 2“The kingdom of heaven 

may be compared to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son, 3and sent 

his servants to call those who were invited to the wedding feast, but they 

would not come. 4Again he sent other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are 

invited, See, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have 

been slaughtered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding feast.’ 5But 

they paid no attention and went off, one to his farm, another to his business, 
6while the rest seized his servants, treated them shamefully, and killed them. 
7The king was angry, and he sent his troops and destroyed those murderers 

and burned their city. 8Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding feast is 

ready, but those invited were not worthy. 9Go therefore to the main roads 

and invite to the wedding feast as many as you find.’ 10And those servants 

went out into the roads and gathered all whom they found, both bad and 

good. So the wedding hall was filled with guests. 

 11“But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw there a man who 

had no wedding garment. 12And he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in 

here without a wedding garment?’ And he was speechless. 13Then the king 

said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot and cast him into the outer 

darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 14For 

many are called, but few are chosen.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ 

 

Sit 
Children's Sermon 
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813 Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng sts. 1, ref, 2–3, 7 

 

 

 

 
Text: Edward H. Plumptre, 1821–91, alt. 

Tune: Arthur H. Messiter, 1834–1916 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
 
 
Sermon                                  “I Have a Secret to Tell You”   Pastor Stapleton 
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Stand 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 

dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen 
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Prayer of the Church Response: Hear our prayer 
Sit 

Offering                          
Junior Choir Anthem 
                                                       "Gaudeamus" Mary Lynn Lightfoot 

Let us rejoice today ,alleluia!  Sing to the Lord, alleluia!  Sing a new song all the earth. Rejoice! 

 
Stand 

Offertory LSB 176 
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Service of the Sacrament 

Preface LSB 177 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
Proper Preface 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the 

grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 

everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 

        company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and saying: 
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Sanctus LSB 178 

 

 

 

 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 178 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on 

those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh 

to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the 

salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body 

and His blood on the cross. 

  Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O 

Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. 

Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do 

in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the 

earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in 

His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver 

and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and 

worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 

and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 

given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup 

is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 

Me.” 

 
Proclamation of Christ 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 

death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

  

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and 

blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your 

holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your 

resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your 

coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and 

teach us to pray: 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 
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     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Pax Domini LSB 180 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
All may share a sign of God's peace 

 
 
 
Agnus Dei LSB 180 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
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Echoes of Praise Anthem                

"Loving Shepherd of Thy Sheep" 

Marie Pooler 

709 The King of Love My Shepherd Is 

 

 

 
 

5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight; 

    Thine unction grace bestoweth; 

And, oh, what transport of delight 

    From Thy pure chalice floweth! 

 

6 And so through all the length of days 

    Thy goodness faileth never; 

Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise 

    Within Thy house forever! 
Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821–77 

Tune: Irish, c. 18th cent. 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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Stand 

The Dismissal LSB 181 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve 

you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 

 
Thank the Lord LSB 181 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 

would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in 

fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Benediction LSB 183 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 
733 O God, Our Help in Ages Past sts. 1–6 

 

 
 

5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 

    Soon bears us all away; 

We fly forgotten as a dream 

    Dies at the op’ning day. 

 

6 O God, our help in ages past, 

    Our hope for years to come, 

Be Thou our guard while troubles last 

    And our eternal home! 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, alt. 

Tune: William Croft, 1678–1727 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Announcements 
Postlude                               “Prelude and Fugue in E Minor”                      J.S. Bach 
Acknowledgments 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by 

Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2023 Concordia Publishing House. 
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Serving in Worship:  Presiding:  Rev. Mark Stapleton 

 Junior Choir & Echoes of Praise: Kristen Stapleton 

 Director of Music: Gregory Ceurvorst 

 

Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in thanksgiving and celebration for our son 

Brian’s 36th birthday from Tom and Mary Demski 
 

 

 
Caring Network Diaper Derby 

It is that time of year for Caring Network’s annual Diaper Derby. Our Diaper Derby is a 

friendly competition between churches to see who can gather the most diapers. 

The diaper derby helps support our four local Caring Network baby banks located in 

Itasca, Naperville, Oak Brook and Wheaton. These essential supplies are a huge 

encouragement to our clients, please help us continue to meet the needs of the clients we 

serve! The Caring Network Diaper Derby begins the weekend of September 24th & 

continues through October 22nd.  Please participate by donating diapers, pull-ups, and 

wipes. Please drop off your donations in the box marked "Diaper Derby" in the church 

narthex. 
 
 
 
 
 
Mission Notes: 

SUNDAY SCHOOL Sundays, 9:25, Music Rm (Second Floor) 
TRUTH TRAVELERS (JR HIGH) Sundays, 9:25AM, Youth Rm (Basement) 
ADULT BIBLE STUDY Sundays, 9:25AM, Heritage Rm 
BIBLE STUDY/SMALL GROUP Sundays, 6PM, Offsite 
BIBLE STUDY/SMALL GROUP Mondays, 7PM, Zoom 
WOMENS' SMALL GROUP Tuesdays, 8:45AM, Heritage Rm 
GRIEFSHARE Tuesdays beginning September 26, 1:00 – 2:30PM, Heritage Rm 
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY Wednesdays, 9AM, Heritage Rm 
CHOIR PRACTICE Wednesdays, 7PM, 2nd Floor, Music/Choir Rm 
CONFIRMATION CLASS Wednesdays, 6:30PM, Heritage Rm 
PICKLEBALL Thursdays, 6:30PM, Gym 
BIBLE STUDY/SMALL GROUP Thursday, 7PM, Offsite 
TRIP ORDER DATES                                                                                                                                        October 30 
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Equipping  Engaging  Encouraging 
St. John’s Lutheran Church and School 

505 S. Park Rd. La Grange, IL 60525 
www.sjlagrange.com /church 

 


