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As We Gather
Like a building, we have a foundation stone on which we rest, a cornerstone
on which we build, a capstone that holds it all together. Christ is each of those
stones—the foundation on which our faith is established, the cornerstone on
which our faith is built, and the capstone that holds us up. He is also a stone
of stumbling. Those who reject His foundation, His cornerstone, and His
capstone are broken into pieces in the day of judgment. All of this is revealed
in the surprise of a parable about a master who built a vineyard, planted the
vines, and set it out for tenants to produce the wine. Instead, they conspired
to keep the vineyard as their own, rejected those whom the master sent, and
killed his son. This is the story of Jesus and of the people of God that He had
chosen and created to be His vineyard. It is a story of warning, but it is also a
story of grace.

Prelude "Preambule” Louis Vierne
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Stand
825 Rise, Shine, You People
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1 Rise, shine, you peo - ple! Christ the Lord has en - tered
2 See how  He sends the pow’rs of e - vil reel - ing;
3 Come, cel - e-brate, your ban - ners high un - furl - ing,
4 Tell how the Fa - ther sent His Son to save us.
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Our hu-man sto - ry; God in Him is cen - tered.
He brings us free - dom, light and life and heal - ing.
Your songs and prayers a - gainst the dark-ness hurl - ing.
Tell of the Son, who life and free-dom gave us.
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He comes to us, by death  and sin sur
All men and wom - en, who by guilt are
To all the world go out and tell the
Tell how the Spir - it calls  from ev - 1y
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round - ed, With grace un - bound - ed.
driv. - en, Now are for - giv - en.
sto - 1y Oof Je - sus’ glo - 1y
e ma - tion His new cre - a - tion.
Tane:Dale Wood, 155-2005
Text and tune: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708390
Opening Versicles
Common LSB 260
This is the day which the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.
From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the Lord is to be praised.
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Better is one day in Your courts than a thousand elsewhere;

I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in
the tents of the wicked.

Make me to know Your ways, O Lord.

Teach me Your paths.

Sanctify us in Your truth.

Your Word is truth.

From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the Lord is to be praised.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Confession and Absolution
Kneel. Silence is kept for meditation and reflection.

P

Holy and gracious God,

I confess that I have sinned against You this day. Some of my sin I
know —the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed —
but some is known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ I ask
forgiveness. Deliver and restore me that I may rest in peace.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the "+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

[P} May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to
completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Amen.
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Old Testament Canticle LSB 261
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The Lord God is my strength and my song, and
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Sing prais-es to the Lord, for He has done
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He has be - come my sal - va - tion.
Sit
Readings from Holy Scripture
Reading Isaiah 5:1-7

A reading from Isaiah, the fifth chapter.

'Let me sing for my beloved
my love song concerning his vineyard:
My beloved had a vineyard
on a very fertile hill.
?He dug it and cleared it of stones,
and planted it with choice vines;
he built a watchtower in the midst of it,
and hewed out a wine vat in it;
and he looked for it to yield grapes,
but it yielded wild grapes.
3And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem
and men of Judah,
judge between me and my vineyard.
“What more was there to do for my vineyard,
that I have not done in it?
When I looked for it to yield grapes,



why did it yield wild grapes?
>And now I will tell you
what I will do to my vineyard.
I will remove its hedge,
and it shall be devoured;
I will break down its wall,
and it shall be trampled down.
o] will make it a waste;
it shall not be pruned or hoed,
and briers and thorns shall grow up;
I will also command the clouds
that they rain no rain upon it.
’For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts
is the house of Israel,
and the men of Judah
are his pleasant planting;
and he looked for justice,
but behold, bloodshed,;
for righteousness,
but behold, an outcry!

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalms, hymns, or choral music may be sung between the readings.
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Psalm 80:7-19 Spoken at 8, Sung at 10:45
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"Restore us, O | God of hosts;*
let your face shine, that we | may be saved!

$You brought a vine out of | Egypt;*
you drove out the nations and | planted it.

°You cleared the | ground for it;*
it took deep root and | filled the land.

10The mountains were covered | with its shade,*
the mighty cedars with its | branches.

1]t sent out its branches | to the sea*
and its shoots to the | River.

2Why then have you broken | down its walls,*
so that all who pass along the way | pluck its fruit?

3The boar from the forest rav- | ages it,*
and all that move in the field | feed on it.

“Turn again, O | God of hosts!*
Look down from | heaven, and see;
have regard for this vine,



5the stock that your right hand | planted,*
and for the son whom you made strong | for yourself.

16They have burned it with fire; they have | cut it down;*
may they perish at the rebuke | of your face!

17But let your hand be on the man of your | right hand,*
the son of man whom you have made strong | for yourself!

8Then we shall not turn | back from you;*
give us life, and we will call up- | on your name!

19Restore us, O LORD | God of hosts!*
Let your face shine, that we | may be saved!

Reading Philippians 3:4b—14
The Epistle is from Philippians, chapter 3.

If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more:
Scircumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of
Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a
persecutor of the church; as to righteousness, under the law blameless. 7But
whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. éIndeed, I count
everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus
my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as
rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ “and be found in him, not having a
righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes
through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith—
that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his
sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 'that by any means possible I may
attain the resurrection from the dead.
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2Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on
to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. *Brothers, I
do not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting
what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, "I press on
toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
Stand
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Text: Traditional

Tune: Jacques Berthier, 1923-94

Text: Public domain

Tune: © 1984 Ateliers et Presses de Taizé, Taizé Community, France, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708390

Reading Matthew 21:33-46
[P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

3[Jesus said:] “Hear another parable. There was a master of a house who
planted a vineyard and put a fence around it and dug a winepress in it and
built a tower and leased it to tenants, and went into another country. 3¥When
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the season for fruit drew near, he sent his servants to the tenants to get his
fruit. 3°And the tenants took his servants and beat one, killed another, and
stoned another. **Again he sent other servants, more than the first. And they
did the same to them. ¥Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will
respect my son.” 3¥But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves,
“This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and have his inheritance.” And they
took him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. “When therefore
the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 4'They
said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death and let out the
vineyard to other tenants who will give him the fruits in their seasons.”
#Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures:

“’The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;

this was the Lord’s doing,
and it is marvelous in our eyes’?

BTherefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and
given to a people producing its fruits. “And the one who falls on this stone
will be broken to pieces; and when it falls on anyone, it will crush him.”

#When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they
perceived that he was speaking about them. “And although they were
seeking to arrest him, they feared the crowds, because they held him to be a
prophet.

[P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Responsory
LSB 263
Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens.
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your

glory dwells.

Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it.

Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your
glory dwells.
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your

glory dwells.
Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,

and the life I~ everlasting. Amen.
Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
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but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Sit

Children’'s Sermon

785 We Praise You, O God
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1 We praise You, O God, our Re - deem - er, Cre - a - tor;
2 We wor - ship You, God of our fa - thers, we bless You;
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In grate - ful de - vo - tion our trib - ute we bring.
Through tri - al and tem - pest our guide You have been.
And glad - ly our songs of thanks - giv - ing we raise.
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We lay it be - fore You, we kneel and a - dore You;
When per - ils o'er - take us, You will not for - sake us,
With You, Lord, be - side us, Your strong arm will guide us.
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We bless Your ho - ly name, glad prais - es we  sing.
And with  Your help, O Lord, our strug-gles we win.
To You, our great Re - deem -er, for - ev - er be praise!
Text: Julia B. Cory, 1882-1963, alt.
Tune: Nederlandtsch Gedenckclanck, 1626, Haarlem
Text and tune: Public domain
Sermon "Where's the Fruit?” Pastor Weidler
Stand
Exchange of Peace All may share a sign of God's peace.
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Offering

Stand

955 Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
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"Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence"
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Louis Vierne/Callahan
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give us A fore-taste of the feast to come.

Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-80
Tune: Richard W. Hillert, 1923-2010

Text and tune: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708390

In peace let us pray to the Lord:

our mind, let us pray to the Lord:

Prayer
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all
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For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world,
and for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let

us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common
welfare of us all, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and
for all who travel, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and
orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For . .. [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Collect of the Day
Gracious God, You gave Your Son into the hands of sinful men who
killed Him. Forgive us when we reject Your unfailing love, and grant us
the fullness of Your salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.
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Collect for the Word

Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our
learning. Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and take
them to heart that, by the patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we
may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Morning Prayer
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son,
that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray
that You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all
my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend
myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with
me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.

New Testament Canticle LSB 266
A Refrain I
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Blessing
Benedicamus

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

LSB 267



Benediction LSB 267
The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the *} Son, and the Holy
Spirit, bless and preserve us.

Amen.
Announcements

Postlude "Fugue" L.N. Clerambault
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Serving in Worship: Preaching: Pastor Ron Weidler
Director of Music: Gregory Ceurvorst
Flowers are given by Mark and Jennifer Behnke in thanksgiving to God, and in celebration

of their 29" wedding anniversary

Caring Network Diaper Derby

It is that time of year for Caring Network’s annual Diaper Derby. Our Diaper Derby is a friendly
competition between churches to see who can gather the most diapers. The diaper derby helps support

our four local Caring Network baby banks located in Itasca, Naperville, Oak Brook and Wheaton. These
essential supplies are a huge encouragement to our clients, please help us continue to meet the needs of the
clients we serve! The Caring Network Diaper Derby begins the weekend of September 24th & continues
through October 22nd. Please participate by donating diapers, pull-ups, and wipes. Please drop off your
donations in the box marked "Diaper Derby" in the church narthex.

Mission Notes:

SUNDAY SCHOOL

TRUTH TRAVELERS (JR HIGH)
ADULT BIBLE STUDY

BIBLE STUDY/SMALL GROUP
BIBLE STUDY/SMALL GROUP
WOMENS' SMALL GROUP
GRIEFSHARE

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY
CHOIR PRACTICE
CONFIRMATION CLASS
PICKLEBALL

BIBLE STUDY/SMALL GROUP
TRIP ORDER DATES

Sundays, 9:25, Music Rm (Second Floor)
Sundays, 9:25AM, Youth Rm (Basement)
Sundays, 9:25AM, Heritage Rm

Sundays, 6PM, Offsite

Mondays, 7PM, Zoom

Tuesdays, 8:45AM, Heritage Rm

Tuesdays beginning September 26, 1:00 — 2:30PM, Heritage Rm
Wednesdays, 9AM, Heritage Rm
Wednesdays, 7PM, 2™ Floor, Music/Choir Rm
Wednesdays, 6:30PM, Heritage Rm
Thursdays, 6:30PM, Gym

Thursday, 7PM, Offsite

October 30
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EquiPPing ¢ Engaging ¢ Encouraging
St. John’s Lutheran Church and School

505 S. Park Rd. La Grange, IL 60525
www.sjlagrange.com/church
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