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As We Gather 

The number of languages being spoken on our planet today is amazing. There are 

currently more than 6500 individual languages in use. The smallest group that speaks in 

a singular language is a tribe of indigenous people in Canada, about 50 in number, who 

speak a distinct dialect of the Tsuu T’ina tongue. The most widely spoken language on 

earth is English, with some 1.4 billion users, including a large group for whom English is 

not their native language. We are blessed by God to hear His Word in our own language. 

Through Moses, God said to His chosen people: “Lay up these words of mine in your 

heart and in your soul, . . . as long as the heavens are above the earth” (Deuteronomy 

11:18, 21). We continue to respond to that directive in our generation by holding fast the 

Word of life—and by sharing it as well! 

 
Prelude                                            “Prelude”                                          C. Franck 
Stand 

807 When Morning Gilds the Skies 

 

 

 
Text: Katholisches Gesangbuch, 1828, Würzburg; tr. Robert S. Bridges, 1844–1930, alt. 
Tune: Joseph Barnby, 1838–96 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
Exhortation LSB 151 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 

in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
Kneel/Stand 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 
Confession of Sins LSB 151 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 

eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your 

holy name. Amen. 
Absolution LSB 151 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and 

for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained 

servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Stand 

Service of the Word 

 
Kyrie LSB 152 
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Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154 

 

 

 



6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  
 

 

 

P Let us pray. 
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Almighty God, You exalted Your Son to the place of all honor and 

authority. Enlighten our minds by Your Holy Spirit that, confessing 

Jesus as Lord, we may be led into all truth; through the same Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 
Sit 

 
Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 18:1–4, 25–32 

A The Old Testament Reading is from Ezekiel, chapter 18. 

  
1The word of the LORD came to me: 2“What do you mean by repeating this 

proverb concerning the land of Israel, ‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes, 

and the children’s teeth are set on edge’? 3As I live, declares the Lord GOD, 

this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4Behold, all souls are 

mine; the soul of the father as well as the soul of the son is mine: the soul who 

sins shall die. . . . 

 25“Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear now, O house 

of Israel: Is my way not just? Is it not your ways that are not just? 
26When a righteous person turns away from his righteousness and does 

injustice, he shall die for it; for the injustice that he has done he shall 

die. 27Again, when a wicked person turns away from the wickedness he 

has committed and does what is just and right, he shall save his life. 
28Because he considered and turned away from all the transgressions 

that he had committed, he shall surely live; he shall not die. 29Yet the 

house of Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ O house of Israel, 

are my ways not just? Is it not your ways that are not just? 

 30“Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according 

to his ways, declares the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your 

transgressions, lest iniquity be your ruin. 31Cast away from you all the 

transgressions that you have committed, and make yourselves a new 

heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32For I have 
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no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Lord GOD; so turn, and 

live.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm 25 

A 1To you, O LORD, 

 I lift up my soul. 
2O my God, in you I trust; 

 let me not be put to shame; 

 let not my enemies exult over me. 
3Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame; 

 they shall be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 

C 4Make me to know your ways, O LORD; 

 teach me your paths. 
5Lead me in your truth and teach me, 

 for you are the God of my salvation; 

 for you I wait all the day long. 

A 6Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your steadfast love, 

 for they have been from of old. 
7Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions; 

 according to your steadfast love remember me, 

 for the sake of your goodness, O LORD! 

C 8Good and upright is the LORD; 

 therefore he instructs sinners in the way. 
9He leads the humble in what is right, 

 and teaches the humble his way. 
10All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness, 

 for those who keep his covenant and his testimonies. 
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Epistle Philippians 2:1–4, 14–18 

A The Epistle is from Philippians, chapter 2. 

  

 1If there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any 

participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2complete my joy 

by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and 

of one mind. 3Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count 

others more significant than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not only to 

his own interests, but also to the interests of others. . . . 

 14Do all things without grumbling or questioning, 15that you may be 

blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a 

crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in the 

world, 16holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may 

be proud that I did not run in vain or labor in vain. 17Even if I am to be 

poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrificial offering of your faith, I 

am glad and rejoice with you all. 18Likewise you also should be glad and 

rejoice with me. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 
 
 
Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 
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Holy Gospel Matthew 21:23–32 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first 

chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people 

came up to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these 

things, and who gave you this authority?” 24Jesus answered them, “I also will ask you 

one question, and if you tell me the answer, then I also will tell you by what authority I 

do these things.  

25The baptism of John, from where did it come? From heaven or from man?” And they 

discussed it among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, 

‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘From man,’ we are afraid of the 

crowd, for they all hold that John was a prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus, “We do not 

know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these 

things.” 28 “What do you think?  

There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work 

today in the vineyard.’29 “‘I will not,’ he answered, but later he changed his mind and 

went.30 “Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, ‘I 

will, sir,’ but he did not go.31 “Which of the two did what his father wanted?” “The first,” 

they answered. Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the 

prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you to 

show you the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax 

collectors and the prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you did not repent and 

believe him. 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
Sit 
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Children's Sermon 

 
848 Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901–84, alt. 
Tune: The Sacred Harp, 1844, Philadelphia 
Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 708390 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon                                   "3 Lessons from 3 Sons" Pastor Weidler 
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Stand 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 

dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayer of the Church Response: Hear our prayer 

 
Sit 

 
Offering                                      "A Hymn of Praise" Robert Lehman 

 
Stand 

 
Offertory LSB 159 
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Service of the Sacrament 

Preface LSB 160 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Proper Preface (Full) 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 

everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day 

overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection 

opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 

magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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Sanctus LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had 

mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten 

Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With 

repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the 

all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, 

O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and 

Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as 

He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, 

from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 

marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. 

Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You 

alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 

the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given 

for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 

had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of 

you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for 

you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.” 

 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the 

Lord’s death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

  

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body 

and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and 

confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest 

in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into 

heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us 

in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 
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          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Pax Domini LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 
 All may share a sign of God's peace 

 
Agnus Dei LSB 163 
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809 Great Is Thy Faithfulness 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Thomas O. Chisholm, 1866–1960 
Tune: William M. Runyan, 1870–1957 
Text: Public domain 
Tune: Public domain 
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The Dismissal 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 

preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in 

peace. 

C Amen. 

 
Thank the Lord LSB 164 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy 

You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You 

and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Benediction LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 
 
554 O Jesus, King Most Wonderful 

 

 

 
Text: attr. Bernard of Clairvaux, 1091–1153; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814–78, alt. 
Tune: John B. Dykes, 1823–76 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Announcements 

 
Postlude                                     “Basse de Trompette”                                 DuMage 

 
Acknowledgments 

Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard 

Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2023 Concordia Publishing House. 

 

 

 

Serving in Worship:  Preaching: Pastor Ron Weidler 

 Liturgist: Pastor Mark Stapleton  

 Director of Music: Gregory Ceurvorst 

 

Flowers at the altar are given by Alice Sekal in gratitude for blessings given. 
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Caring Network Diaper Derby 
 

It is that time of year for Caring Network’s annual Diaper Derby. Our Diaper Derby is a 

friendly competition between churches to see who can gather the most diapers. 

The diaper derby helps support our four local Caring Network baby banks located in 

Itasca, Naperville, Oak Brook and Wheaton. These essential supplies are 

a huge encouragement to our clients, please help us continue to meet the needs of the 

clients we serve! The Caring Network Diaper Derby begins the weekend of September 

24th & continues through October 22nd.  Please participate by donating diapers, pull-

ups, and wipes. Please drop off your donations in the box marked "Diaper Derby" in the 

church narthex. 
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Mission Notes: 

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL Sundays, 9:25, Music Rm (Second Floor) 
 
TRUTH TRAVELERS (JR HIGH) Sundays, 9:25AM, Youth Rm (Basement) 
 
ADULT BIBLE STUDY Sundays, 9:25AM, Heritage Rm 
 
BIBLE STUDY/SMALL GROUP Sundays, 6PM, Offsite 
 
BIBLE STUDY/SMALL GROUP Mondays, 7PM, Zoom 
 
WOMENS' SMALL GROUP Tuesdays, 8:45AM, Heritage Rm 
GRIEFSHARETuesdays beginning September 26, 1:00 – 2:30PM, Heritage Rm 
 
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY Wednesdays, 9AM, Heritage Rm 
 
CHOIR PRACTICE Wednesdays, 7PM, 2nd Floor, Music/Choir Rm 
 
CONFIRMATION CLASS Wednesdays, 6:30PM, Heritage Rm 
 
PICKLEBALL Thursdays, 6:30PM, Gym 
 
BIBLE STUDY/SMALL GROUP Thursday, 7PM, Offsite 
 
TRIP ORDER DATES                                                                       October 2 and 30 
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